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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Egypt. 


Part XXV. 


No. 1. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 2.) 

(No. 133.) 

My Lord • Cairo, March 20, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your .Lordship herewith copy of a telegram 
which I have received from Mr. Consul Camen'on respecting the rebel movements at 
Suakin. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 1. 

Consul Cameron to Sir E. Baring. 


('telegraphic.) Suakin, March 19, 1888. 

HEAD Slicikh and Southern Hadendowas, being recalled to Kassala, Lear Abyssinia. 
Digna lost very heavily on 4th March ; also shown great cruelty certain Iladendowa 
Sheikhs. Many local Hadendowas leaving him. He is collecting more Nortliern 
Amarars and men from Tokar. 


No. 2. 

Sir E. Baring (o the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 2.) 

(No. 136.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 23, 1888, 

I HAVE the lionour to transmit herewith copy of a telegram which I have 
received from Mr. Consul Cameron on tin? subject of trad(‘ between Suakin, Rowaya, 
and Berber. 

The news contained in this telegram rc'quires conlirmation before it can b(‘ 
implicitly trusted. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 
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Inclosure in No. 2. 

Consul Cameron to Sir E. Baring. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, March 22, 1888. 

INDIAN merchant, Gholam Fugoo, reports road clear Eowaya, Ariab, Berber. 
Berber quiet, and people on road willing to trade. Also, Mahdi said to be in favour of 
peace security roads. 


No. 3. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 138. Secret.) a 9 a 

My Lord, Cairo, March 24, loao. 

ONE of the numerous difficulties connected with the Government of Egypt 
consists in the fact, that few facilities exist for obtaining accurate information as 
regards the state of public feeling in the country districts. I am able, both from 
personal observation and from conversations with others, to form a tolerably accura e 
idea of the state of native opinion in the towns. This class of opinion is, perhaps, 
from a political point of view, more important than any other. It is, however, large y 
influenced by the views entertained both by Europeans and by the upper classes o 
natives, who, as your Lordship is aware, are for the most part Turks, Syrians, 
.^I'lxiouidiiis ScG 

Outside this portion of society lies the mass of the Egyptian population who live 
in the provinces. It is very difficult to arrive at any true conception of the views 
current amongst the masses. In the first place, the fellaheen arc very reticent and 
timid. In the second place, frequent conversations with persons in authority in Cairo 
have convinced me that the members of the Government, especially Nubar Pasha, are 
themselves very imperfectly informed of the views and aspirations of the people in 
general. In the third place, great jealousy has always been shown at any attempt to 
obtain information through trustworthy European sources of the true state of affairs 
in the provinces. The desire to confine English influence and English sources ot 
information to the towns was one of the reasons which induced Nubar Pasha to object 
so strongly to European police inspection. ..... ,, 

Few Europeans have such good opportunities of gauging provincial opinion as tne 
English officers of the Irrigation Department. They are constantly travelling about. 
In the course of their professional duties they are brought into frequent contact with 
the small village proprietors. They speak Arabic. They inspire confidence among 
the people. A short time ago I had an interesting conversation with Mr. Foster, one 
of the most able of Sir Colin Scott-Moncrieff’s officers. I asked him to put down on 
paper, for my confidential information, the impressions which he had formed as to the 
opinions generally entertained by the fellaheen. I have now the honour to inclose 
a copy of a very interesting letter I have received from Mr. Foster. 

Mr. Foster’s Report is generally in harmony with the information I have 
received from other trustworthy soui*ces. It confirms the views whieh, from time to 
time, I have had the honour to submit to your Lordship. < • . 

I do not think that Mr. Foster exaggerates the “ strong dislike, amounting to 
hatred,” entertained by the fellaheen towards the Pasha class. . . „ 

I believe also that Mr. Foster’s statement, to the effect that “ the spirit of resis¬ 
tance against oppression, set alive by Arabi, is stronger now than over, is qmte 

accurate. „ , xi. x «1.1, -d 

Your Lordship will observe that Mr. Foster goes so far as to say that tne Irasna 

rule would never last, supposing England were to withdraw from Egypt.The 

fellaheen have learnt the meaning of the word ‘ liberty ’ to such good purpose, that 
anything approaching a despotic rule would cause a rising amongst them. ... 

That the ultimate effect of the withdrawal of the British garrison and the diminu¬ 
tion of British influence would bo to cause great discontent I do not for one moment 
doubt. But whether that discontent would culminate in a popular revolution, or 
whether—supposing the Government to be stromi enough to strike terror—-tne people 
would, with characteristic Oriental fatalism, regard bad government much in the same 
way as they would regard taxes and cholera—that is to say, as one of the necessary 
('vils of life, and thus tacitly acquiesce in the inevitable—is a point on which it is very 
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and most disliked of 

Pashas is said to ^ British“ddiers. all I have heard 

‘’Tt toJo pSs wwrs« them most’ are (1) that they pay for- every- 

century, whose behaviour is still remembered by tradition. ^ 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 3. 

/ Mr. Foster to Sir E. Baring. 

T 3 . Alexandria, March 21, 1888. 

time^aeo you asked me to note down my impressions as to the stote_ of 

the Turkish Government, to make him abho leu oy i p think it 

J^erful^d m^t S™£iS;to\e of Jewish descent, lie is spoken of by 

which they are exceedingly jealous. behaviour of our troops after 

at the time of the ^ave come across understand the effect of English 

eontr^t^^:^^b StLm f^^^ ?>i^rnurr rS'tl 

SsS Xtave nor/el ^irtoVnderslaid Ihe good that is being done, but they 

wUl soon hear of it, for the worf ‘‘ can no longir fotce them to labour in their 
To the initiated, it moans that kashas their complaints 

““l SeZn.’ SthaT they are not called on to pay’ more than their legal 

Tho spirit of resistance against ^ 

now than ever. The Pasha rule would things would go 

from Egypt. The telUi is a Z/Pod! ther? would be\ 

quietly for a tew months, but ultimate y, b smallest matter would 

ibellfon. Their dislike to eoutrol. would have 
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for grievance. TIk; fellaheen have learnt the meaning of the word ‘‘liberty ” to snch good 
purpose, that anything approaching a despotic rule would cause a rising among them. 

Of what the Pashas themselves would do should they regain power I cannot, of 
course, venture an opinion; hut the fellaheen believe that they, the Pashas, would 
endeavour to revenge themselves for the loss of power and money sustained during the 
period of English iiitervcntion by resorting to the old system of oppression, especially 
in the matter of corvee. 

The fellaheen invariably acknowledge their inability to govern themselves, and 
that a Government of Omdehs and Sheikhs would be as unacceptable as the Pashas. 
Sheikhs are a very ignorant lot, despotic and unjust. 

It Avill be many years before the fellaheen rvill be able to understand and 
appreciate a representative Government. All he asks for now is to be left in peace, 
with sutTiccnt water and not too heavy taxes. 

These, Sir E. Paring, are niy impressions of the feeling among the fellaheen in 
Egypt, tbe result of four years constant intercourse Avith them. 

I trust I have not trespassed too long on vour valuable time, and remain, &c. 

‘ (Signed) E. W. P. POSTER. 


1^0. 4. 

Sir E. Barinrj to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 2.) 

(No. 139. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 24, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a letter I have received from 
Sir F. Grenfell, dwelling on the military importance of Siiakin, 

Colonel Kitchener spoke to me on this subject when he Avas in Cairo. It seems 
that an idea got abroad at Sunk in that it was the intention of the Egyptian 
Government to abandon Suakin, in the sense of alloAving the place to fall into the 
hands of Osman Digna and his folloAvers. 1 have ex])lained to Sir P\ Grenfell and 
Colonel Kitchener that nothing of the kind Avas ever intended. The toAvnof Suakin is 
easy to hold by a small military and Jiaval force. Apart from other considerations, it 
is to bo observed that the capture of the ])laee by the dervishes would materially 
increase the diflicultics which the Egyptian GoAvrnment uoav has (o encounter in the 
Nile Valley. The only change which has ever been seriously discussed here is the 
possibility of handing hack Suakin to the Sultan, T'hore is a good deal to be said in 
favour of this proposal; but, for a variety of I’casons into Avhich I need not now enter, 
I I’cgard it as improbable that practical elfect Aviil ever bo given to this plan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc in No. 4. 

Major-General Grenfell to Sir E. Baring. 

(Conlidential.) 

Sir, Head-quarters, Egyptian Army, March 19, 1888. 

THE responsibility and the expenditure incurred by the occupation of Suakin by 
the Egyptian Governmeul hav(' attracted of late so much attention Avithout, it would 
seem, the reason for the retention of this station from a military point of vioAV being 
given due prominence, that I venture to address a few words to your Excellency on 
the subject. 

2. Leaving on one side the question of Suakin as a centre from which to restrain 
the Slave Trade, judged on military grounds, this position is of great importance as 
covering tlu' right or east Hank of any force holding the Southern Egyptian frontier— 
that is, the force uoav garrisoning Assouan, Haifa, and the intermediate stations, 

3. With Suakin and the tribes in its neighbourhood on their Hank and rear, the 
r(!bels of the Soudan are chary of coming north of the line of Avells on the Abu-llamid 
and Korosko route. 

The toAvn at present gives a point d’appui to those holding out for, or coming over 
to, Government; and, Averc Suakin no longer held for the Egyptian Government, the 
tribes noAv friendly to us (Avhieh noAV include several important clans of the Iladendowa 
nnd the warlike and influential tribe of the Bishareen), no longer haAUUg the 
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countenance and support of Government, nor having any longer a place from which to 
draw then’ grain and find a market for their sheep and cattle, would be forced to make 
common cause with the dervishes. 

4. The excitement which a small frontier raid always causes in Upper Egypt is 
out of all proportion to the real importance of the occurrence. 

Thus, during the past month the appearance of a hundred marauders on the river 
between Korosko and Haifa caused movement and uneasiness at Kcneh, 300 miles 
north, so much so, that a force has been for the past month kept in rsadiness to move 
to Kcneh in case any further unfavourable symptoms showed themseives. 

5. Were Suakin to be given up, it Avould be at once necessary to garrison Kcneh 
permanently, and, possibly, Kosseir, organizing an effective system of posts and patrols 
betAveen these two points, Avhile it might be necessary to inereaso the garrisons of 
Assouan and Korosko. 

Any economy in the actual administration of the Red Sea Littoral Avould be thus 
more than swallowed up, Avhilc we should probably have to deal AAdlh disturbances in 
Upper Egypt (Avhere tlu'ir effect Avould be infinitely more serious), instead of dealing 
with them at a distance at Suakiii and on the frontier, Avhore tlieir influence is 
comparatively little felt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. GRENFELL, Sirdar. 


No. 6. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 2.) 

(No. 141.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 24, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit hercAvith copy of a note which, in compliance 
with the instructions contamed in your Lordship’s telegram No, 33 of the 20th 
instant, I addressed to Nubar Pasha on the sulqeet of the a 2 )plieation of the jjress 
laws in Egypt to foreigners. 

A copy of his Excellency’s reply is also inclosed herewith, from which your 
Lordship Avill see that the necessary authorization will shortly be given for the issue 
of an edition of the “Egyptian Gazette” in the Arabic language. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) £. BARING. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 5. 

Sir E. Baring to Nubar Pasha. 

M, le President, G«tVo, March 21, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I duly transmitted to the Foreign Office, 
for the consideration of Her [Majesty’s Principal Secn’ctary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
a copy of your Excellency’s note of tlu' 23rd ultimo respecting the application of the 
press laws m Egypt to foreigners. 

I am now instructed by Lord Salisbury to state, m answer to questions Avlnch 
your Excellency addressed to me, that in principle Her Majesty’s Government reserve 
all their rights on the issues raised, and cannot surrender them until other nations do 
the same. ”In praetiw’, however. Her Majesty’s Government are willing to consider 
British subjects bound to obey the ju-ess laws, and will throAv no obstacle in the way 
of their execution by the Egyi)tian GovcM-nment Should any unforeseen reason 
render it, in the opinion of liei- Majesty’s Government, necessary to fall back on our 
full rights, I will not fail to giv(' the Government of His Highness ample notice oi' 

the intention to do so. . r x x .ti ^ -r. n -n 

Such being the decision of my Government, 1 trust that your Excellency aviU 

see no objection to granting permi'ssion to the Editor of the “Egyptian Gazette” for 
the issue of an edition of his ncAVspaper in the Arabic language. 

I avail, «&e. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


[684] 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 5. 


No. 7. 


Nubar Pasha to Sir E. Baring. 

M. le Ministre, Le Caire, le 24 Mars, 1888. 

EN reponse a ma lettre du 23 Fdvrier dernier, vous voulez bien me faire conuaitre, 
par votre ddp^chc du 21 Mars, I’opinion du Gouverncment de Sa Majcstd rclativement 
au droit du Gouvernement de Son Altesse d’appliquer aux etrangers les lois rcgissant 
la presso en Egypte. 

En vous accusant reception de cettc communication, pour laqucllc jc vous prie, 
M. le Ministre, do vouloir bien faire agreer au Gouvernement de Sa Majestd Ics 
remerciements du Gouverncment de Son Altesse, i’ai I’lionncur de vous informer quo 
j’ai dcrit a mon collogue de rintericur afin qu’il autorisc Mr. riiilip, Directeur do 
“ I’Egyptian Gazette,” a publicr une edition de ce journal en langue Arabe. 

Veuillez, &c. 

Le Ministre dcs Affaires Etrang^sres, 
(Signe) N. NUBAR. 


No. 6. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received April 2.) 

^ir» Admiralty, March 28, 1888. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a letter, dated 
the 9th instant, received from t!ommandcr Neville, of Her Majesty’s sbij) 
“ Dolphin,” reporting the state of affairs at Suakin subsequent to his previous Report 
of the 2nd March. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. D. AWDRY. 


Inclosure in No. 6. 

Commander Neville to Admiral His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. 

Sir, “ Dolphin,^’ at Suakin, March 9, 1888. 

ON Sunday, the Ith, the enemy began firing between midnight and 1 a.m., and 
kept it up at intervals till daylight. AVhen the cavalry picket went out they 
discovered that the enemy had occupied the disused position called Fort Hudson, 
situated about 1,100 yards from H redoubt, the nearest J'ortification. Numbers of the 
enemy could be seen scattered in the distance gradually advancing. About 9 a.m. I 
received a message from Colonel Shakespeare, asking me to open fire when I saw au 
oiiportunity. M"e fired our first shot at 9'30. 

At 10 A.M. the Egyptian troojis advanced to endeavour to drive the rebels out of 
Fort Hudson, but were not successful, the jicsition being too strong ; whilst retreating 
the enemy charged, during which Colonel Tapp and 5 men were killed and 17 
wounded: the enemy suffered seviM-idy, and retreated again to their former position, 
which they held all day. The “ Albacore ” fired 23 rounds during the day, this ship 
10, at distances varying from 2,700 to 4,000 yards. 

The Egyptians kept up a continual fire from their Kru])p guns and Gardner s 
with considerable effect. I'he fire from the ships was also very effective. 

All firing ceased at midnight, and in the morning there* was no sign of the 
('iiemy. Judging from the number of new graves discovered they must have lost 
considerably. 

I'wo of the Egyptian wounded have since died, making a total of 9 killed. 

Eve'rything has been quiet since. 

'fhe following have been the movemeiffs of foreign sliips of war 

The Italian dispatch-vessel “ Colonna,’" Commandi'r Annovazzi, left Massowah 
on the 7th, arriving here the 8th, to sec if the Italian Consul required assistance in 
conse(iuenee ol the attack on Sunday last. She leaves in two or three days for 
Masson ah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. NEVILLE. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White. 

E 

(No. 100.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 3, 1888. 

THE Turkish Ambassador informed me to-day that the Sultan was much 
preoccupied with the state of things in Egypt, and was anxious to bring to an end a 
condition of affairs which was not, in his judgment, consistent with his own dignity as 
Head of the Mussulman religion. 

I stated to his Excellency that in respect to policy our position was exactly what 
it was last year; that we were anxious, whenever we did leave Egypt, to leave it in a 
condition, both as regards finance and public order, which should give sufficient 
promise of stability and security, but especially wo required that in any .Vgreement w e 
might enter into with His Majesty there should be jirovisions which would secure the 
Egyptians, after our departure, against the danger either of internal disturbance or 
external attack. 

I said, however, that, in one respect, our position w'as different from that which 
we occupied last year. After the experience we had undergone, we should look on any 
renewed negotiations with some apprehension lest they should result in exposing us to 
a diplomatic disappointment which a Power like England does not readily incur. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 8. 

Sir E. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received April 4, 5’30 I’.w.) 

f Telegraphic.) Berlin, April I, 1888, i-40 I’.M. 

COUNT BISMARCK tcdls me that Signor Crispi lias told the German Ambas¬ 
sador at Rome that the Italian troops could not be withdraAVU to Cyprus even if 
the offer were made. He Avould have to bring them back to Italy if they cannot bo 
admitted to Egypt. 

Count Bismarck still hopes that your Lordship n ill find it possible to let them 
come to Egypt, merely allowing it to be used temporarily as a sanatorium on the 
score of humanity. 

The Negus has refused Italian proposals, and has gone away, but the Italian 
General has sent a messi'iiger after him with fresh propo.sals. 

Even if peace should be concluded, and question of going to Egypt conse¬ 
quently cease. Count Ifismarek says that the consent of your Lordship would go far . 
to keep Signor Crispi in the right path, ahout which he seems to have some anxiety. 


No. 9. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(Most Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, April 5, 1888, lO'lo a.m. 

THE Italians are pressing very hard to be allowed to encamp their Abyssinian 
troops in Egypt during the summer in ease they do not come to terras with the Negus. 

Do yim see any objection to the projiosal ? If tln'ro is no spare barrack room 
thev will house themselves. 


No. 10. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 5, 5'30 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, April 5, 1888, 3’45 P.M. 

MMl'll every desire to meet wishes of Italian Government, I think it impossible 
to do what they ask. 

It is quite out of the question that their troops should come to Cairo or Alexandria; 
a most serious question Avould necessarily be raised with French. Further, all 
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tlic local international sentiment, which is particularly strong between French and 
Italians, would be stirred up, and I should fear considerable difficulties in conse¬ 
quence. Feeling between our troops and the Italians would probably he very friendly, 
but most awkward situations might arise through the indiscretion of individuals of 
either nationality. 

To land them at Suez Avould not he quite so objectionable, hut is also most 
unadvisable. It appears to me contrary to the spirit of tlie Convention now being 
negotiated; also it would bo most dangerous precedent. How could wc on futurt* 
occasion object to French landing a force upon some pretext on its way to Tonquin V 
Could the troops not bo sent to Cyprus ? Or, if they do not wish to go so far, 
could they not be'encamped at the pilgrim quarantine station at n’or? I do not 
know if there is a sufficient water supply tliere, but could inquire, if necessary. 

Or, could they not go to Suakin P I cannot say how the Egyptian Government 
would take this proposal. Froljably they would not like it, and the Sultan would, of 
course, cry out. But I do not think wo need much mind this. 


No. 11. 

Sir E, Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April G, 10 A.M.) 


(No. 74.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, April 6 , 1888, 9 a.m. 

OFFICER commanding at Korosko reports the receipt of letters from Slatin, 
Ohrwalder, Lupton, and two others. Slatin has received 70/. and Ohrwalder 100/. 
All express wish for move money, and trust in messenger. 

I have asked for further information. 


No. 12. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salishurij.—(Received by telegraph, April 6.) 

(No. 151. Ext. 74.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 6 , 1888. 

I HAVE this day had the honour to inform your Lordship by telegraph that th(' 
officer commanding at Korosko reports the rcjceipt of letters from Slatin, Ohrwalder, 
Lupton, and two others. Slatin has received 70/. and Ohrwalder 100/. They all 
express a wish for more money and their trust in the messenger. 

I have requested tliat I may bo further informed of the contents of the letters 
when they arrive in Cairo. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 13. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Malct. 

(No. 22.) 

('rdcgraphic.) Foreign Office, April G, 1888, G’45 p.m. 

YOUR private telegram of the 4th. 

Baring reports impossibility of assenting to Italian proposal about Egypt, in 
whicli I quite agree. The Suez Canal Convemtiou would of itself preclude it. You 
may oiler Aden, which, though hot, is healthy and much nearer. 

I have informed llatzfeldt. 


No. 14. 

^Idiiiiin'ljj to Foreign Office.—(Received April 7.) 

Sir, Admiralty, April 7, 1888. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from 
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the Commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean respecting the withdrawal of Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Racer ” from the Red Sea, together with copy of their Lordships’ 
reply. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 14. 

Admiral His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh to Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) Malta, April 6, 1888. 

“ RACER’S ” crew much debilitated. Propose to withdraw her from the Red 
Sea. Senior Officer reports there is no occasion for three ships at Suakin. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 14. 

Admiralty to Admiral His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. 

(Telegraphic.) Admiralty, April 6, 1888. 

YOUR telegram of to-day’s date approved. 


No. 15. 

Sir E. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 8, 3T5 p.m.) 

(No. 24.) 

(Telegraphic.) Berlin, April 8, 1888, 1’30 p.m. 

YOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 22 of the 6th instant. 

Count Bismarck informs me that he lias communicated to Italian Government 
your Lordship’s olfer of Aden, but has not as yet had any reply. 


No. 16. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 9.) 

(No. 142.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 30, 1888. 

A COMPLAINT having reached mo from traders at Suakin with regard to the 
regulation in force there that all applications to tbe Government Office for the export 
of goods out of the town should be made on stamped pa})er of the value of 3 piastres, I 
took the opportunity of Colonel Kitchener’s recent visit to Cairo to speak to him on 
the subject. 

Colonel Kitchener now informs mo by letter that he has decided to abolish all 
applications to the Government Office for passing out goods by sea, and that only 
a notice (not on stamped paper) will be required from merchants passing out of the 
town gate. 

I have the honour to inclose herewith copy of the notice to this cifcct issued by 
Colonel Kitchener. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. IG. 

Notice. 

ON and after the 22nd March merchants exporting goods by sea can go direct to 
Custom-house, without previous formality, clearing their goods according to Custom¬ 
house Regulations. 

1581] D 
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Those desirous of passing out of the town gate should previously send a notice, 
not on stamped paper, to the Government Office, in order that proper pass for the 
gate may he prepared. 

Suakin, March 21, 1888. 


No. 17. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 9.) 

'No. 143.) 

^y Lord, Cairo, March 31, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a note,* by Sir Colin Scott Moncrieff, 
on the Nile flood of 1887. This flood was not so high as that either of 1874 or 1878, but 
it may bo considered one of quite exceptional magnitude. No engineering records of 
previous floods have been preserved, and to the want of such records were due many ot 
the difficulties with which the Irrigation Officers had to contend last summer. The 
inclosed account has been compiled with great care, and will, no doubt, prove very 
useful on future occasions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 18. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 11,9 A.M.) 

,No. 37.) 

'Telegraphic.) Constantinople, April 11, 1888. 

I HAVE just received a message from the Grand Vizier that the Ercnch 
Ambassadoi; has just communicated a telegram, emanating from the Ercnch Consul at 
Massowah, stating that the Italians are about to dispatch 8,000 men of their expedi¬ 
tionary corps to Suez to spend the summer there under General Salctta. 

The Sultan is, I hear, greatly concerned at this piece of news. His Imperial 
Majesty hopes that Her Majesty’s Government would not sanction such a proceeding, 
(>ii \i'lnch he says he could not look with indifference, and would be compelled to take 
measures. 

(Sent to Sir E. Baring.) 


No. 19. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White. 

(No. 00.) 

(Telegraphic.) Forvujn Office, April 11, 1888, I'lO p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 37. 

No intelligence has reached us of such an intention on the part of the Italians, 
and w(‘ do not believe it. 

(Sent to Sir E. Baring.) 


No. 20. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 12, 3'5 p.m.) 

(No. 38.) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, April 12,1888, 1*20 p.m. 

MY telegram No. 37 of the 10th. 

Count de IMontcbello has just been to see me. Erom his conversation I gather 
that the information given by bis Exci'llmiey at tin* Palace is not borne out by 
subsetpient telegrams received by him. 

Sultan was, I understand, considerably relieved by m,> communicating at the 
I’alaei' yesterday evening, through Sir A. Sandison, the substance of your Lordshiji’.s 
l(‘legrani No. (50 to me, as this Avas tin* iirst contradiction of the misleading statement. 
(S(ail to Sir E. Baring.) 


Sir W, White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 13, 5*35 P.M.) 

(No. 39.) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, April 13, 1888, 3.50 P.M. 

MY telegrams Nos. 38 and 39 of the 10th and 12th instant. 

I am told by the Grand Vizier that Avhen Count de Montebello communicated 
to the Porte and at Palace the news derived from the EYcnch Consul at MassoAvah, 
his Excellency inquired Avhat Turkey proposed doing, and offering tlic support of 
Erance. Porte appears to have now the impression tliat there was some such intention 
on the part of Italy of moving troops to Suez, but that it has been abandoned owing 
to the objections entertained to such a scheme by Her ^Majesty’s GoA*ernnient. Count 
de Montebello stated this at tlu^ Porte yestiu’day, and the Turkish Ambassador tele¬ 
graphed from Rome a similar allegation from hearsay. 

Should this last statement prove as incorrect as the previous one, it Aimuld only 
be fresh evidence of the desire of the Enmeh Embassy to work on the Sultan’s mind so 
as to favour its oAvn influence at the expense of other PoAvers. 


No. 22. 

The ^^nr(nlis of Snlishtnii to Sir B. Barinq. 

(No 93.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 13, 1>^88. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. ltd of tlu' 30th ultimo, reporting that the 
Regulations affecting the cxjiorl trade at Suakin have been modified and relaxed with a. 
vieAV to meet the wislies of the local nu'rebauts. 

[ have to express my satisfaction at Colonel Kitchener’s action in this niatlm-. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 23. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir J. Suvile. 

(No. 85.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 13, 3888. 

THE Italian Charge d’Affaires informed me to-day that his Government have 
authorized their Agent at Cairo to agree to a proposal Avhich has been recently made 
that the taxes now paid voluntarily liy residents at Alexandria and applied to the 
maintenance and lighting of the public streets, .shall be made obligatory from the 
15th instant to the 31st December next, })('iuling the definitive creation of a 
Municipality for that toAvn. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 21. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—{Received April It.) 

Sir, Admiralty, April 13, 1888. 

I AM commanded by the I^ords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Seerehiry of Shite for Eoreign Affairs, the folloAving extract of 
a letter, dated the 21st ultimo, addressed to the Commander-in-chief in tlu* Mediter¬ 
ranean by Commander Neville, of JPo- Majesty’s shij) “Dolphin,” viz.:— 

“Colonel Kiteheniw returned on the IHth instant. A few of the enemy’s cavalry 
came within range of the forts on the morning of tlie Ihtli instant, a deserter having 
come in during tlie night with tlu' information that a reinforcement under a Sheikh 
of some imiiortnnci'. nam(Ml Aim Girgi'h (who has been Emir of Kassala for some time), 
is coming from Kassala, on the arrival of Avhieh Osman Digna intends attacking the 
toAvn, an operation in Avhich, in my opinion, he cannot possibly be successful, as he has 
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only ono gun (with a very limited amount of ammunition), which would soon he 
silenced even without the aid of the ships. 

“Everything is now quite tranquil, no movements on the part of the enemy being 
probable for some time.” 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 25. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir 11’’. White. 

(No. Gl. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, April 14, 1888, 3‘35 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 39. 

There were some suggestions to this effect on the part of Italian and German 
Governments, but they w'ere discouraged by Iler Majesty’s Government and never 
assumed a definite shape. 


No. 26. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.-^{Received April 16.) 

(No. 147.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 4, 1888. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 84 of the 23rd February last, 1 have the 
honour to state that several difficulties having been raised with regard to the settlement 
of the question of the Alexandria Municipality, it seems probable that a considerable 
time will elapse before the matter is definitely settled. As, however, the voluntary taxes 
now paid at Alexandria expired on the 15th ultimo, it became necessary for the Egyptian 
Government to provide at once for the expenditure, such as paving the streets, &c., which 
has heretofore been met in part from the voluntary taxes. 

With this object in view a Circular, copy of which is inclosed herewith, has been 
addressed by Nuhar Pasha to the Representatives of the different Powers, asking them 
to consent to the issue of a Khedivial Decree giving legal sanction, up to the end of the 
present year, to the voluntary taxes now paid in Alexandria. 

This Decree, of wdiich a copy is also inclosed herewith, provides that from the 
15th of this month until the 3lst December next a supplementary tax of | per cent, will 
be levied on imports and exports, as well as a tax of 1 per cent, on house property. (The 
figure of 1 per cent, given in my former despatch should have been ^ per cent.) 

At a meeting of the Consuls-Generul a few days ago this new proposal was discussed, 
with the result that it was decided to refer the matter to the consideration of the 
respective Governments. 

Some of the Consuls-Gencral arc prepared to signify the acceptance of the draft 
Decree in question at once. Others have referred to their respective Governments for 
instructions. I understand that all arc prepared to recommend approval of the 
Decree. 

Acting on the approval of my views in this matter, as contained in your Lordship’s 
despatch No. 71 of the 15th ultimo, t have ventured to inform Nubar Pasha that Her 
INIajesty’s Government accept the proposal now made by the Egyptian Government. The 
matter being pressing, I thought it unnecessary to refer to your Lordship for further 
instructions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 2G. 

Nubar Pasha to Sir E. Baring. 

(Circulairc.) 

M. le Ministre, Le Caire, le 4 Avril, 1888, 

J’Al I’honneur do vous envoyer ci-inclus le projet de Decret dlaborc a la suite de 
I’accord intervenu entre la Delegation du Corps Diplomatique ct Consulaire et le 
Gouvernement de Son Altessc. 

En vous priant de vouloir bien obtenir le consenteraent do votre Gouvernement pour 
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ce projet provisoire, fait en vue de parvenir a I’etablissemcnt definitif d’une Municipahtd 
a j^exandrie, je saisis, &c. 

Le Mimstre des Affaires Etrangeres, 

(Signe) NUBAR. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 26. 

Draft Decree. 

NOUS, Khedive d’lilgypte, . u r^mmission 

Considerant qu’il importe de nourvoir aux depenses des services dont la Commissio 

d’Edilite d’AlexanVie etait chargde jusqu’a la constitution definitive de la Commissio 
Municipale ; 

Vu I’assentiment des Puissances; 

Ddcretons;— 

Article 1" A partir du 15 Avril, 1888, et jusqii’au 31 Decembre de la m^me annee, 

” a. et a. 

exporta&ns^a k t i„™Uve des immcbles bte de 

la ville d’Alexandrie, telle qii’ellc cst etablie par Ics roles actucls. . 

Art 2. Lcs taxes ci-dcssus scront pergiies par I’Admimstration des Douancs et par 
laDairaBaladieh respectivement, en cc qui concernc ces Administrations, dans lcs m^mes 
formes ct sous le benefice des mfimes R^glements qiie les aiitres taxes de ) »(tat- 

Art. 3. Notre Ministre des Finances est charge do 1 execution du present Dtcret. 

Le Caire, le 2 Avril, 1888. 


No. 27. 

K. Banmj to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 16.) 

(No. 150.) Cairo, April 5, 1888. 

^ I^IIAVE the honour lo transmit herewith copy of a letter which 1 have received 
from the Sirdar, announcing the resignation by Colonel Hallam Purr, on the ground of 
llTealth of hi appointment as Adjutant-General and Second m (’oinmand of the 
Em an avn.v. fienoral Ovcntbll inclnsns a of tbo S,.oc.n y-tnj Orders, u, winch 
he pajs a wdl-dcscrvcd tribute to the valuable services rendered by Colonel larr to the 

terms'in w hi,h this oHicen- is spoken of arc entirely merited Colonel Parr 
Ilnrino bis fi™ years' service with the Khedive's army, has done nnieli tor its elhcieney.and 
lias greatly contribute,! to the promotion of gooil-teehng between the English oflicers 
and their Egyptian comrades. ^ 

(Signed) ’ E. BARING. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 27. 

Orneral Sir F. Grenfell to Sir E. Baring. 

Cairo, April 5, 1888. 

r iiwv the honour to report, for the information of the Secretary of State for 
ForeiU Ato ilomy llallam farr, C.M.Cl., A.D.C, Somerset Light 

F i-Tl 1 irbcen obliged, on aeeonnt of ill-health, to resign his appointment as 
( it (Vm-rnl and Sc?ond in Comiuand of the Egyptian Array. 

Adjutant-Oencmla abc^n rented the leave of absenee to which his contract with tl.e 

Colonaiar inm viz three-and-a-half months from the (ith April. 

llbS^tTtlmT/th .July, 1S8S, when he ilill be struck off the strength of the Egyptian 

‘““’'i liave the honour to inclose an Arm, Order, whieli 1 have issued, detailing his 
»erviees“hieh have been of the greatest value to the Egyptiau^Oovornment. 

(Signed) ’ F. GRENFELL. 


[oM] 




Inclosure 2 in lilo. 27. 


Special Army Orders. 

on private affairs has been granted to El Sewa Parr Pasha 

IW^JuV.isssi’penCro" ^P"'- ,ho 

Sc^t Ef" r“''' prtrr"! 

>"=“ «>' Adj„L?f 

meat in the7osSn'of ‘'"= ™P™'"-’- 

Ine organization of head-quarters 

u: srp™airLar‘‘“" 

excrl^nt/"'*'’" “f «I-ation in the military .ehools are all due to his 

earec'r. TnKSdent’IS^^^^h? ■'"‘'1 

future time, with l.ealth“estor7 Ps7pl!tr7l l“’P“ at some 

Highness the Khedive! ’ P‘'^rr Pasha may again re-enter the service of His 

By order, 

(Signed) J. OWEN QUIRK, Kk., A.A G 

H'ur Office, CmVo, April 3, 1888, ^‘<j“‘a'“-General). 


No. 28. 

^ Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

maintenance and lighting of tKc^lic'sS^^ Alexandria for the 

I ara, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 29. 

,j 9 ^ Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

1 slia 1 have great pleasure m communicating to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 

iiaur,:riv;7Sr7™ 

I to that testimony the (‘xjircssion of my own regret at Colomd 

■ rrs lesignatiou, and for tlu' circumstance which has occasioni'd it. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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No. 30. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 21.') 

(No. 156. Confidential.) . , nr, iqqo 

My Lord, Constantinople, April lb 1888 

I CONVEYED to your Lordship in three successive telegrams, dated Uu iuiii, 
12th, and 13th instant, the particulars of an incident wliich has caused considerable 
sensation, Init only in a very limited circle, as up to tlie present moment it has no 
transiiired generally, and has hi'mi successfully kept out of the press. 

This incident had reference to an alleged shipment at Masson ah of Italian tiooji. 
for Suez, the news of which had greatly disturbed the Sultans mind. 

On the 10th instant llis Imperial Majesty was giving an official dinma- .o 
M. do Radowitz on the occasion of his Excellency ])rescnting his non ^'V ’ 

when Count Jaroszynski, the Eirst Secretary of the Erench Embassy, arrived at the 
Palace and insistf'd on seeing Munir Pasha, the Principal Master of Ceremonu's, and 
on conveying through him a message to the Sultan from his own Ambassacior. 

This message consisted in a repetition of the information received by the I rtm h 
Government from their Consul at Massowah, according to which 8,000 Dalian tioops 
were about to embark from_ thence for Suez, and the first party was to sail under 

General Saletta on the 13th instant. w i1h> PnDp 

The Prcuch Ambassador was, it appears, desirous to learn what sh t n J orte 
was going to adopt in consequence, and had been instructed to offer the Sultan a 
his Government Erench support; but this did not transpire till some daj s later. 

'fho first part of the above message was at once conveyed to nu' b} llu' ouhis oT 
the Grand Vizier by Artin Elfendi, the Secretary of Stati', who was dispatched from 
the Palace for that purpose, ivlierc be bad come by Iinperial cominaiu 
the State banquet, but had to go home to take off his unilorm, and 
Embassy at 7-30 p.m., and then went with a similar communication to the Jtal a 

‘’'“Tefortuf Excellency coul.l return to tlic Macc M. do llaaowit^ l.ad said much 

‘"""r'Snrbls^r'to me Artu. Effcndi had expressed, ilis Imperial 

Maiesty’s hopes that Her Majesty’s Government “‘'I, 

iiroceedim’- on the part of the Italians on ivhich, he added, the Sultan could not loo 

lith indifference, whilst to the Italian Charge d’AlTaircs the phrase “ Quo Sa Majestd 

Tr„7SirC:i7; ZX the whole or hU message to your l.rdslup, 
aud asked him to assure the Sultan that I could give Uis llajesty no mlormation 
whatever, .as I was entirely ignorant of what can have given rise to allegations ot 

which I heard for the very hrst time. i i i • +i,. 

On the 11th instant, about 5 p.m., I received a telegram pom your Lordship, the 
contents of which ivcre conveyed to the I'alace by 8ir Alfred haiidison, and I loa-rn 
that llis Imperial Majesty was gratilied at receiving tlius the lirst contradiction, 

which had been the occasion of so much uneasiness. , - i ai ip i ov.w rvf 

“or my part. I am disposed to think that the way m winch the “ 'f 

assistance was brought before the Sultan contributed (luito as much to disturli lit 
Maj^jy - ae aUe^rf t^ts.^ ^ 

admitted that tlie first impression of tlie news he had received and conveyed had liccu 

nnalifted considerably by subsetluciit telegrams. , ,, i . • i 

^ Some persons cLtinuc to maintain that the Italians actually enter amed some 
such intention ot sending troops to Suer, hut were discouraged I'";"' 

Lordship, but it would he useless to pursue these ohscrvations, as liom what 
gather this incident may be considered as closed. ^ 

(Signed) ’ W. A. IVHITE. 
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^^o. 31. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 23.) 

(No. 158.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 12, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to state that on receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 61 
of the 7th ultimo, I forwarded lo Colonel Kitchener a copy of Count Karolyi’s 
Memorandum relative to the adoption of measures for the release of the European 
prisoners still detained in the Soudan, and requested him to favour me with his 
observations upon it. 

I now beg to inclose copy of the reply which I have received from Colonel 
Kitchener. 

Colonel Kitchener, as your Lordship will see, is of opinion that the means of 
escape from Khartoum at t!ie j)resent moment arc, owing to tlie dangers of the road 
and the unsettled state of Berber, rendered extremely difficult, and that it is more 
j)rudcnt for Lupton and Slatin to defer for a time making any such attempt. 

The letters from these and other pri.soners, which 1 mentioned in my despatch 
No. 15] of the 6tli instant as liaving been received at Korosko, have not yet reached 
Cairo. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) E. BAKING. 


inelosurc 1 in No. 31. 
Colonel Kitchener to Sir E. Baring, 


Sir, Sualdn, March 31, 1888. 

IN reply to your despatch of the Kitli instant, forwarding to me a Confidential 
Memoraudum addressed to Lord Salisbury by the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador, 
and req lies ling my remarks on the points mentioned therein, I have the honour to 
forward to you the following observations upon the various points raised:— 

1. Altliough large nnvards have been specially offered for the release of Slatin 
and Lupton, I have also made every ('(Tort for the liberation of the nuns and 
missionaries now kept prisoiu'rs at Omdurman, and have given every assistance iu 
my jiower to others, such as Mgr. Soe'aro, who were also doing what they could in that 
direction. 

After M. Locatclli e reaped, a caravan of goods Avas organized here for the relief 
of th(! Mission. These goods Avere subsetiuenily lost OAving to M. Locatelli not being 
able to ])roceed as lu' had ])roposed. 

1 have told almost (U'ery trader ihai has ventured from hen' into the Soudan, 
that if ho could bring out any Enriqii'an be avouUI he Avell rcAvardcd, and that it Avould 
he a passport Avith me that he AA'as really anxious to serve the Government, as well as 
that it Avould he consid'.'red by me as a personal obligation Avhich I avouUI repay by 
every means in my poAver. Traders have' iu consequence frequently brought back 
Egyiitian refugees, hoping they Avere the right pooidc. 

When Mgr. Sogaro Avas here recently, aa'c discussed Avhat further steps could be 
taken, and agreed that, owing to the politi al aspect of alfairs here, it Avould be more 
advisable to Avail for some time. 

I feel sure, from the timour of the instructions I have received from time to 
ime, that Her Majesty’s (iovernnnmt, as Avell as the Government of Egypt, is most 
anxious lo help iii the release of all European prisoners now detained in tlie Soudan. 

2. My reason for mentioning an attempt at direct communication Avith the 
Ivhalil'a Abdullah Avas diu' to the fael, that my original letter to him Avas well received, 
and resulted in increased freedom bi'ing given lo tlu' prisoners, M. Locatelli was 
present Avhen the letter AAms read by the Khalifa in Omdurman, and profited by the 
ncAv regulations to I'lfeet his escapi'. 

I think Ihat it requires some caution in the composition of the letter, as such 
communications may possibly do more harm than good. I am prepared to send a 
further letter on the subject should Her ^Majesty’s Go\'ernment think it advisable. 

3. It is Avi'll known here that liberal rcAvards Avill be given for the release of any 
European, Large rcAvards haA’e been oll'ered for Slatin and Lupton Avithout eifect, 
hut this I’esult may bo OAA'ing to their not Avishiug to risk a journey Avhich avouUI 
doubtless be most dangerous for them. 
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I do not, however, consider that the publication of such rcAvards tends toAAmrds 
increasing the chance of delivering the captives, for the news naturally travels to 
Omdurman, and fresh restrictions are Imposed, and greater care consequently taken in 
guarding the prisoners. 

Should a missionary or nun be released, those that bring them should be at 
once well rcAAm’ded, and for this purpose Government assistance might be required. 

4 The recent engagement at llandoub does not iu the least alTect the situation. 
The following are the three principal causi's that make iircscut relief specially 
difficult, viz.;— 

1. Osman Digna’s force established at ITandoub, blockading this toAvn from the 
interior. 

2. The Italian war with Abyssinia, and the hostilities between the latter and the 
dervishes at Galahat. 

3. The dervish force at Surras and Abu-Jlamed, blockading the Nile route. 

The best outlets noAV left for cs.eape are, in my opinion, Akik and lloAvayali. I 
liave informed all loyal tribes that 1 consider it part of their duty to assist in every 
AA'ay in their power the escape of refugees, and they have promisi'd to do so. 

I attach a Statement of later information that I have received on the subject of 
refugees. I have recently been iu communication with Mdlle. Slatin, who lives in 
Vienna, and have sent her the original of hor brother’s letter, ;is \\(dl forwarding 
h'tters from her to Slatin B('y. 

In my opinion, the dangers of the road .are just noAv very great for any one 
attempting to escape from Khartoum. When 31. Locatelli escrqied Herber Avas quiet, 
and I had fairly good relations Avith the llulcr there, and tin; road between here and 
Berber Avas then jiractically safia Neither of tlu'se conditions noAv ('\ists, and, though 
the capth'es in Omdurman are, doubtless, undergoing some of the Avorst forms of 
hardship and privation, st ill their lives are in ])raetieal safety, and by ])atiently Avaiting, 
even at the cost of prolonging their sufi’erings, they may eventuall\ be abh' to etVect 
their escape Avith far greater security than at present. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) H, H. KITCHENEK. 


Inclosure i in No. 31. 

Reports concerning Slatin and Lupton Beys and other Europeans now Captive at Khartoum^ 

ON the 2tth October, 1S87. Mustafa Mohammed, a Garail), arriAU'd from 
Khartoum, lie had beim sent up by the Governor-Gem'ral about, tlu* end of duly to 
bring information Avith rt'gai'd to the mt'cting of the 31;di(liist Aun't'rs, them about to 
take place, and also to communicate with the Ihiropean captives then'. He reached 
Khartoum about the end of August, and contrived, liy the aid of Aly Wad Saad, the 
ncAA'ly-apjiointed Ameer of Berbei’, to meet Slatin Bt'y iu secret. 11 (' informed him 
that there Avere English in Suakin, and that the (iovi'rnment had otfen'd 1,300 dollars 
for his liberation. AVhcii he aski'd him to try and esc.-ipe, Slatin n'plied that he could 
not do so just then, as any such attempt would cause the Khalifa to revenge himself 
upon the other Europeans iu Khartoum, lie said that lu' Avould, Iioavca'i'I', endeavour 
to be s(*nt out upon one of tlu' mmu'rous expeditions from Khartoum, and, while away, 
would arrangi'Avith the Sub-Ameer of Berber to have Mustafa Mohammed sent to him, 
and he Avould then ('luh'avoiir to esea[)e to Suakin. On this understanding they 
parted, Slatin gNing the reporter a letter from tlii' Governor-Gf'iu'ral. ’J'his is AATitten 
on a small piece of paper, and is as follows :— 

Excellence, 

“ Mustafa Amus donnera mes noiiA^elles. Honnez baksheesh a lui {sic). 

(Signe) “ Kudglpu.” 

On the 20th NoA'ember, 1887, Mohammed AVad Hamad Shankat, a native of 
Suakin, arrived from Khartoum Avith letters from Lupton Bey to the Governor- 
General and BreAVster Bey. He Avas simt up from Suakin iu July 1887 to try and 
effect the escape of Lupton Bey. On arriving at Khartoum he had to Avait thirty-five 
days before he could communicate Avith him unobserved, but eventually contrived to 
do so, and advanced Lupton 58 dollars, as tlu' latter Avas very hardly off for money, 
and oAved a good deal, and oAvim^ lo this In' ‘aid i^ Avas impossibh* to escape just then, 
[581] E 










as he was closely watched. Lupton at first (jhjected to writing, but after Mohammed 
had advanced him the money he consented, and gave him the above-mentioned letters. 
The former is as follows .— 

“ ITis Excellency General Kitchener, 

“ I am well. Please do all you can for Mohammed Hamad. He will, with your 
assistance, get me away from lu're. Do everything in secret; there are many spies 
among you.” 

Lupton, wdio gave the messenger a receipt for the moiu'y advanced, told him 
to return and ask for 200/., with which lie was to buy two good dromedaries, full;, 
eejuipped, and arms. These were to be taken to Khartoum via Eerber, and when 
(‘verything was ready the messenger was to inform Luptmi. JVtohammed left 
Khartoum on the 31st October. 

Towards the end of November 1887 Osman Aly, a Massayali Amarar, was sent liy 
the Governor-Gemwal from Suakin ro Khart mm with 100 dollars for Lu])ton Bey. 
]£(' also took with him 100 dollars from the Central African ^Mission, Suakin, for the 
nuns and missionaries captive in Khartoimi. lie delivered the money, but }ieither 
Lupton nor the nuns would give him a receipt. They said they w^erc so closely 
watched that they could not venture to commit themselves to writing. 

Osman Aly left Khartoum on the 3rd January, 188!^, and arrived in Suakin on 
the 28th January. 


No. 32. 

Sir E, Bariiifj lo the Marquis of Salisbunj.—{Rcceiced April 23.) 

(No. ir)0. Secret.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 1 f, 1888. 

ME. BOYLE told nu; a few days ago that lie had had a (lonvcrsatiou with som<‘ 
students of tin' I'll-Azhar University, who took him for a Turk. Mr. Boyli'-s 
hnowh'dge of I’urkish and Arabic, and his thorough aeipiaintauce with iMaliommedaii 
mistoms and habits of thought, alford liim ofiportunities which are posse.s.sed hy few 
Europeans of discovi'ring tlu^ true state of ojiiuion amongst tlu' classes of whom tlu's.i 
studmits may he conshh'red as ri'prijsc'utative.s. 1 therefore asked him to write me a 
Memorandum on the subji'ct, which is, 1 think, of suliiciimt intcri'st to justify my 
forwarding it for your Lordship’s perusal. 

t have, &c. 

(Signed) L. I? A RING. 


liK'losure in ISo. 32 

Note on yutirc Feeliiuj umony Heiujious Studcnls hi ('nlro. 

(Coulidential t 

HAVING occasion yesterday eveuinn to he in the neighbourhood of tlu* Ll-Azha» 
.\los(|ue, the centre of religious and fanatic fi'i'liug in Egypt, I I'ntered a small cafe, in 
which were si'veral groups of “nmjavireeu” (students resident in the University 
itself) and other persons of the cla.ss Avho frequent, us teachers, “ muezzins,” Ac., the 
prineijial mosques of the quarter. .Vs 1 liapjx'ued to bcAveariug a “ tarhusli,” and was 
in company with a well-known Sheikh, and as 1 did not consider myself called upon to 
undeei'ivi' my eonqruxions as to my nationality, no objeetiou was made, after tlu; 
'■le.tomary sanitations had been e.vehanged, to my joining one of Hie groiqis. 

Till' conversation was on the favourite topic of these classes of the population, 
n.unely, the foreign occupation of Egypt, the n'latioiis hetueen the Lnglisli authorities 
• mil the'l'urkish and Egyptian Governments, and the results of Cliristian interference 
with a Mahonuuedau Government. 

The name “ students,” as applied to the " mujavins” of El-Azhar, is a somewhat 
misleading one. The University contains at present about 10,000 pupils, resident and 
uon-icsidi'nt, with 300 I’rofessoiv {'liildreu of 5 years old pa.ss the whole day 
laboriously copying verses of the Koran on sheets of tin, while close beside them men of 
to or 50 note down a lecture on astronomy as understood hy the Moors in Spain, or an 
inti'icate commentary on a disputed interpretation of the Koran. In the great elass-halL 


the Professors sit on a matting at the base of a column, whih' their jmpiis sit round in 
a circle. The student may Avander from one class to another as he chooses, there being 
no regulation of any kind as to dividing the lessons. The course of studies is 
extremely limited in sco]ie. Tlu' Koran, Avith its endless commentaries, the traditions 
of the Prophet and the lirst Calijihs, Ar.abic grammar and syntax, some mathematics, 
and the hooks of the sacred law, are the sole subjecls alloAvi'd. There are many men 
noAV in the University who have followed these studies for thirty years, and have no 
idea of changing their mode of life. The Lyreal mosque provides ample space for their 
dwu'lling and sleepimr room, a modicum of bread is given hy “Wakf ” bequest to e.ach 
student, or raiiier to evi'ry .Mussulman A\ho is Avithin the Avails at certain hours of the 
day. .Vs Avi'll as being an uiuA'crsity the mosque is also a refuge, bach Mussulman 
peo])lc has its vliA'ision. Turks, Algerians, IMograbis, 'I’unisians, and Zanzibaris 'M 
iind a place .set apart for and occupied hy their countrymi'ii. 

besides the fanatical sentiment Avith AAdiieh this celebrated mosque inspires its 
inhabitants, the place tci'ins with superstition. It is the favourite haunt of sjiirils, 
good and iwil, who on certain nights he(‘o]ni'visihh' 1 > the helit'vers; SiieilJis and 
Imams of past centuries deli\er ghostly leetiires fr.ini their old eolumns, and on the 
.'\e ol ;m impending danger to the faith solemn Avarniiig is given from the jiulpit. 

it is hardly to he evpi'cted that men Avliosi* Avliole life is jiassial i't an atmos])here 
of this kind OA'or .^ludii's fending to exalt the iVlo.slem aim depreeiale the Christian 
"liouid he vi'ry enthusiastie in jiraise of a Cliristian oeeupatiou of their country, 
no matter liow gently and even hi'iicficially cxcrcisi'd. Tlii' urtucs of tin* “ jihad,” 
or holy war, and the recompense Avhich awaits those Aviio die in its cause, are still 
preached to willing oars I'A'cry da;’ in lil-Azliar. But, in bgy])f at least, tlmsi* 
teachings seem to liave lost their old power of rousing popular IVi'ling to any great 
I'xteut—at all events Avhile till'external in 11 uenees eontiuiii! as at present; and they 
.are now, mori'ovei-, only delivi'red as h'ssons from hooks, not as extempore .sormon.s 
from Sheikhs revered for sanctity. 

One of The students In whose eon ver.sal ion 1 took part yesterday, a man of about 50, 
drew a lengthy emnnarison, somewhat to tlu; disparagement of his oAvn countrymen, 
hetw'ei'ii the ‘CSofl.as” (I't'lig'ioin students of Constaiiliiiople) and their hrethri'u in 
Cairo, inferring that tin; former Avonid maki* the task of oeeupatiou a much more 
dilVieuli and dangerous oui' than the Englisli, and the lu’ench before them, liaA'i* found 
it in Cairo, 'fhis idea did not, howe\er, meet Avith a favourable reception by the 
others, Avho were all of opinion that, e\('ii supposing such a lliing to he desirable, it 
would he idle to talk of a “jihad” in the I'ity w’hile gnrri.sonod by foreign troops, and 
containing .so many disenrdanl elements among tiu' Moslem ]) 0 ])ulation itself. Cor 
example, the little symiialhy Avhieh exists hi'lween thi' Idacksaud the pure Egyptians, 
and again hetAveen tliese latter and the immigrants from North Africa. The frii'udly 
terms on wliieli the leadei-s of native religions opinion are Avilh thi' British Kepre- 
sentative, as evidenced hy their fi'i'ipumt mutual visits, Avas also alluded to in such a 
juanner as to sliow tlial the idea of stieh an intimacy no longi'r shocks even the most 
devout Mussulman of the Cairo sehool, 

[ haAu; almost invariably found that the conclusion to he drawn from couversatiou 
with Egyptian Arabs avIio are not in a ])ositioii whieli causes them to be animated hy 
any fori'ian, and lienei' anti-English, symjiatliies, is distinctly fav'ourahlc to the English 
cause in Cairo. Barely slirrim;’ beyond the preeini'ts of their mosque, and ei'iitiiries 
ix'hind the age in all that is not eunnected Avith their faith and its laAvs, they eamiut be 
expeeted to liave large or very inti'lligihle vIcaa's, cai'ii regarding a question Avhieh is of 
such immediate imporlunee lo them as tiuit of the English oeeupation. Nevertlu'less, 
the view of such men, valueless us it may .si'cm to some Europeans, is of the last 
imjiorlanee in llu' eonqiosition of nativi' opinion. ILundrcdsuf these students leave the 
mosque yearly, and are scattered thi'ough the provinces as village schoolmasti'rs. 
Imams, and in olhi'r similar jiosts, whence they disseminate the opinions formed at 
El-Azhar to the fellah jiopulation, who receive their uttcrauees with high re.s[)eet and 
implicit ereih'uce. The inilneneo of the University thus reacts on the Avhole country. 
.\1 the jnesi'iit moment that inllui'nci' scems to tend in a satisfactory direction. T’hc 
notorious failure of Tigranc Pasha’s mission—Avliich Avas regarded hy all this class of 
men as a ])i'vsoual attack, such as is si'cn every day in the East, liy Nuhar Pasha 
aa-ainst Sir E. Haring—the groAvlug eoulidence fi'll 'diroiighout the country in the 
Euglisli Governiiu'ut, its will and power to mete out justice to all classes, and a 
conviction, strengthi'nod eaidi day by some ni'w proof, that the .sacred tradition went 
too far in declaring that “ no real good, temporal or eternal, can come to the Moslem 
f'lnn the hand of the unbeliever”—all these points, to wliich allusion was made either 
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(lu'(ictly or indirectly in the conversation which has led nio to put down these few 
notes, would cneoura^’o the liopo that some progress is being made towards mitigating 
the hitler prejudice formerly universal among the native religious classes against tlie 
Chris! ian stranger. 

Though religious feeling is undoubtedly as strong as ever in Cairo, its fanatical 
display is manifestly on the Avane. Tlie “ Santon'^.” privileged and almost revered 
religious monomaniacs, have totally disappeaiavl from the streets of Cairo. Since thc' 
murder of Klcbcr by Suliman of Aleppo, no violent act Avhosc motive could unmis¬ 
takably be traced to fanatic sources is recorded as having taken place in the city. 
At the most holy ceremonies of the faith the European officers in the Egyptian 
service can assist ivithout calling forth any noticeable hostile remark on the part of the 
spectators. 

Th(' Jh’cnch, under Menon, i)rofcsscd Tslaniism, and purposely defiled the El- 
■Azhar; the English have professed nothing but tlu'ir own crei'd, and have rigidly 
respected every Mussulman institution and prejudice'. During tlu' French occupation 
the Slu'ikhs of El-Azhar liad to concert almost evi'ry day measure^ of s('lf-])reservatioii 
against death or exile. Under ^Purkish predominance their doors ua'ri' pi'rpetually 
besieged by fellaheen overtaxed and overworked in corvee^ bi'youd endurance. At 
present they deliver their h'etures and read tlu' public ])ra\ers undisturbctl either by 
op])ressors or by suppliants. And as the El-\.zhar student is ivell read in the past 
history of his country, and far from blind to his own present interest, these ditlerences 
do not csca])e him, and hence springs, as already mentioned, a Avidc-spreading disposition 
in favour of English rule. 

I should add that many couA'ersations Avith uatiA'c.s in Cairo have led me to the 
conclusion that there is much disliki' and mistrust of \ubar Pasha, whose nationality, 
in tlie first place, and his ])oeuliar Avant of tact in dealing with tlu' sensitiA'c Mussulman 
hierarchy, in the second ])1acc, c(ms])iro to give him an unpopularity A'.hich seems to he 
on the increase, so much so, indeed, that the na'^ii'es of tlu' clas.s of Avhieli I haA'c been 
speaking aauII, if possible, avoid paying him (uen “'le accustomi'd visits of cermnonv. 

(Signed) n. BOYLE. 

Cairn, April 12, 188S. 


No. 33. 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—{Received April 24.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, April 23, 1888. 

I AM directed hy the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Tr('asury|to acquaint 
you, for the information of the Si'crctary of State, i hat. they have considiwcd your letter 
of tiie 10th December last on the sulijcct of the .advance.s made from Imperial funds 
on hohalf of Lupton Bey, 

You state that the total sum so advanced amounts to ()00/., and that a further sum 
of 200/. had hecn ])romised in return for the delivery of ijupt.vin Bey safe at any 
Egyptian port. 

Sir E. Baring reports tliatllie Egyiitian (lovermuent ackiumlodged liiat ihev oAved 
Lu])ton Bey 000/. on aceount of salary in XoAemlx'r last. 

My Lords note aaIUi salisfaetion that tin Ihiglish Ch'ueral in commuiul had 
hecn informed that no further advaiiees were lu iie made on aceouut of Euptou Biy. 

The Secretary of State proposes that Her Majesty’s (jovia'iiment should hcarlinally 
till' charge of the (500/. already advanced, hut should uoEfy to the Egyjitiau Govern¬ 
ment that any further expenditure must he homo hy the Egyptian Exchequer. 

My Lords would, howeAer, point out that the udvanees already made, or tlu' 
greater pai’t of them, Iuia'o not been made in connection Avith Eupton Bey’s release, and 
Avould appear, tlieri'fore, to he iiroperly ehargeahle against his accruing salary. 

My Lords Avould sulmiit that the Egyptian Govi'i'iiment should he asked to luand 
over to Her Majesty’s Government the (500/. Aviiieh they admit to he due to Lupton 
Bey, in order that it may he held against the advance Avhieh Her Majesty’s Governnumt 
has made, piuiding a sidtleiueut to he made upon Eupton Bey’s release. 

I’liis deposit Avould he made only in respect of the sum Avhich the Egyptian 
Government admit to lie due to Lupton Bey, and Avithout prejudice to other claims, if 
nny such exist, on his part. 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) AY. L. JACKSON. 
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No. 34. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—{Received April 28.) 

Sir, War Office, April 27, 1888. 

I AA[ directed hy the Secretary of State for AYar to acknoAvledgc the ri'ccipt ot 
your letter of the 18th instant, transmitting copy of a despatch from Sir E. Baring, 
showing that he, in common Avith the KhediA'e, Nubar Pasha, and Sir P. Grenfell, 
deprecates the withdrawal from the Egyptian army of those British officers who have 
completed five years’ service Avith that force. 

In reply, I am to acquaint you, for the information of the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affair,s, that, as the Marquis of Salisbury concurs in Sir E. Baring’s views, 
and recommends them for favourable consideration, Mr. Secretary Stanhope Avill not 
object to these officers having their period of servici; in the Egyptian army renoAved, 
hut considers that ten years should he the limit of sc'rvicc not to bo exceeded. 

I lltlVC &c. 

(Signed) ’ RALPH THOMPSON. 


No. 35. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received April 30.) 

(No. 161.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 17, 1888. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 11-7 of the 4th instant, 1 have noAv the 
honour to transmit a copy of tlie Decree Avhieh has been ])ublish('(l in tlu' “.Tournal 
Offieiel ” Avitli reference to tlii' eoutiiiuanee of the taxes heretofore voluntarily paid at 
Alexandria. 

T ha\'e, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 35. 

Extract from the Journal Offieiel" of April 16, 1888. 


Dfcret. 

NOUS, Kluklivc d’Egyptc, 

Considerant qu’il importc do ])oui'voir aiix ddpensos dos scrA'ices dont la 
Commission d’fidilite d’Alexandrie etait chargee jusqu’a la eonstitutiou definitive do la 
Commission Munieipalc; 

Vu rassentiment des Puissances; 

Decretons: 

Article 1". A partir du 15 Avril, 18b8, ot jusqu’au 31 Deeemhre de la memo 
amide, il sera per(;u et verse a la Caisse de la Commission d’Edilite: 

(1.) Un droit snpplementiaire de /, pour mille sur la A'alour des importations ot des 
exportations a la Douaue d’Alexandrie. 

(2.) Un droit additionnel de 1 pour cent sur la A'^aleur locative des immeuhles biUis 
de la villo d’Alexandvic, telle qu’clle est etahlie jiar les r61os actuels. 

Art. 2. Les taxes ei-dessus serout per(;ucs par 1’Administration des Douanes vi par 
la Daira Baludieh res])ectivemont, eu ee qui eoneerne ees Administrations, dans les 
memos formes et sous le hendfiee des memos rdglements quo les autres taxes de 
I’Btat. 

Art. 3. Notre Ministre des Eiuauei's est charge d(‘ rexeeulion du present Ddcret. 

Fait au Palais do Coubbeh, h' 11 Avril, 1888 (3 Chaban, l.‘]()5). 

(Sigud) MEHEAIET TEAVHMK. 

Par le Khddive: 

Le Prdsidont du Conseil des Alinistres. 

(Signd) N. Nubak. 

Lc AliuLtre dos Finances, 

(Signd) Mohamed Zeki. 


[B8i] 
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¥o. 36. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 30.) 

(No. 160. Secret.) 21, 1888. 

- — 

... aU subsUUa.^ to the 

which is, wl.ethev the lieitish h'™-'-'-''"“.la?"'! "I I'mo .^V^Hons 
and under wluat conditions tiie evacuation shall take place, i conunc ;y 

to these latter points. ^ Sultan and his advisers, 

cvacaath!ris\nelily a sha^ 

(luestion he re-arded, any increase (i 562 to your 

,|,.t soh-ly .ntevpts "1^?^ |;l,,,lth ll!" (lov,.v,„..c.,.ts of ]Juro|,e. aa,l 

^:;^Sh"l.S..:e ■'l^irwI'M.V oxt,-™.ei;- with almost every 

moment, indeed, it si'rves the pm poses ^ this apparent identity ol 

'rurldsh views, hut it may conlid.mtly h jned d “^.tlus_au^ .voidd not 

interests, Avhich is tUie to the piesmcc o > tlritish troops were ivithdrawn, 
survive the withdrawal of that ^■arnson. It ^ policy of 

«t..:r th' 

lor the most part h”i,ptun u',,vk and several naisons whv he should he 

;tlt''Vh“lVl'r.‘i!noO^^^ ,lm..''SniHe,l a ,««l Jeai of evuleace to’your Lor,l»hi,, 
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despatch No. 5G2 of the 11th Decemher, 18S7,1 stated at length my reasons for holding 
that the elements out of which a stable Government could he fornu'd in Egypt do not 
for the present exist. To the vicAvs stated in that despatch 1 adhere. 

Anv arrangement noAV madi' with thi* Porte would, T coiujeive, he based on the 
lines of the Convention negotiated by Sir llimry Drummond AVollf. 'that Convention 
was very skilfully Avorded. Its chief merit lay* in the fact that practically it did not 
bind ller Majesty’s Governmimt to evacuate Egypt at all. Alihougii under Article V 
the evacuation Avas 1o take place in thri'c years, it could lie adjourned li at the expira¬ 
tion of that period there were any ” a])})earanee of danger in tlu' interior or Irom 
without.” Further, by an exchange of notes it was jirovided that ihe non-acceptation 
of the Convention hy any of the Great PoAvers of the Mediterranean aa as to he regarded 
as aiA external danger. 

It is improhalile that Ave should be able to obtain hettia- terms lii.m tiie Sultan 
than those so skilfully negotiated hy Sir 11. 1). Wolll.hut L venturi' to exju’ess an 
opinion that it is undesirable, if it can jiossibly he aAoided, to take even ihe liinitid 
obligations which would have devolved on Her ^Majesty’s Government from thi' Con¬ 
stantinople Convention. 

In the tirst jdaee, if onci' an .'iigagemeut he taken to leave ]Agypt AAitlun a 
stated period, it appi'ars to me that it A\ill hi' more dillicult than at ])resent^ to resKt 
the iiressure iu favour of evacuation, Avhieh may be expected not only from tiie horte. 
the Freneh, .and po^sihly thi' Pns-ian Govi'rnments, hut also from an inihienti.al 
section of Englisii public opinion aaIio, being Imi imjierfeelly acquainted with thi' real 
facts of the ease, aaouIiI most erroneously suppose that if once the British garrison Avere 
uithdraAvn the Egyptian question Avoufd he practically settled, and A\ould, tl.erelore, 
suiiport evacuation at almost any jiriee. I .say that this supposition is erroneous, fm- my 
firm conviction is that if the *Brilish garrison Avere AvithdraAin AA'ithin tin' iu'\t tinv 
years, the Egyptian question, so far from being settled, Avoiild enter inti) a new and 
po'xsildy far7nore troublesome iihase than any AAdiich is to bi' anticii'ati d by a eon- 
tin'Kinee of the British occupation. , , .• 

Un the question of the internal danger Avhieh might he held to di'bar tlie exeeiit ion 
of the withdrawal policy, I liaAc tlu' f.illoA\ing obserAations to oiler. My own beliel 
is that, if the British garrison Avere AvitlidraAvn, the ehaiices ai'o grcatl,A in iaAour of the 
Khedive’s Government being upsi't, Avith tlu' ri'sult that lurtlu'r r.gyptiau coniplica- 
lions, the precise nature of Avhioh no one can foresee, AA'onld ensue. In siqiport ol 
mv belief I can adduce a number of general arguments Avhich are stated at 
leim'th in ni\’ despatch to your Lordsliip, No. 562, ot the lltli Deeeinhei, 18S7. 
Brixidlv speafdng they amount to this:tliat the maeliine of Government m Egypt is 
eomiilicated to a degrei'AAhieh ean (lerhaps he onlv appreciated^ to its full extent by 
lho.se aaIu), of recent vi'ars, have bad to lake a ])art in directing it; that the persons on 
AAhomAve should ma’inlv have to ivly for carrying on the work of Governmoiil alter 
the withdraAval of the British garrismi, are for the most part men ot AVeak character 
and verv mediocre abilitv, and that the eh'ments for disturbance—agrarian, religious, 
and national—are readv*to hand. It is iierhaps even more dangerous to prophecy in 
the East than elscAvliere. It is quite possible that if the exiienmeiit Avere tried my 
antieinations would be falsilicd In the .'vent. I ean, lioweAcr, onl.A repeat hat, 
lookin'- at all the facts as thev noAv stand, my belief is tliat the chances are greatly m 
favouiMif a complete upset of* Egyptian Government and societA AAithm a year or two 

after the AvithdraAAal of the British garrison. i , n ai r • 

Further, I believe mv opinions on this subject are shared by all those—lew in 
number—Avho are entitled to speak Avith any real authority on the present ])osition ol 
•UT'iirs in Egypt. Still they are only opinions, 'fhey may be met by eounter-opimons 
and eounter-conjectures as to the future. It might wi'll happen that, wlmn the 
moment for evacuation arrived it would he diirieult to bring lorAA'anl any speeilic tacts 
Avhieh Avould he of a nature to proAO the existence ol an internal danger. Moreover, 
the considerations based on the personal qualities ol the Khedive and las advisers-- 
although the) aiiiiear to me to lie of great iiiiportaiiee—are mamtestly arguments of 

which d is dillicult to make much public use. _ , . n -m n. 

For those reasons 1 veiituie to think that it would be advisable, il possible, to 
avoid the necessity of proving the existence of an internal danger m order to justily 

the continuance of the British occupation. . /x 

To iiass to another ])oiut. Article V of the Coiia emiou gavi' Her Majesty s Goyeiii- 
ment the right to reoecupy Egypt ” if there AAcre reason to lear iiiAasion from without, 

nr if order and security in'the interior were disturbed, &e.” 

This provision is of great value, and it is most necessary that it should he mamiainea. 
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in the event of any future arrangement being negotiated. T ought, however, to observe 
that I do not think that the fear of reoccupation would of itself prevent the occurrence 
of any of the incidents which, under Article V, would ]ustif> the recall of the British 
inrrison Indeed, I am not sure that this provision would not operate somewhat 
fn a contrary sense. My own belief is. that very shortly after the British garrison ivas 
withdrawn, a very general wish would prevail amongst most classes, that it should 
return and the interests involved are so considerable that it is quite possililo that 
internal disturbances might be fomented with the express object o. bringing about a 

reocc I j3j.il;ish garrison once leaves the country, it appears to me undeshable that 
it should retmm. The mere fact of reoccupation would be tantamount to admitting in 
the face of the world that we had made a great mistake in withdrawing the garrison. 
Our work in Egypt would have to be begun again. Serious friction might ensue with 

^loreo^r^we^s^ould be exposed to all the disadvantages of a joint occupation, for 
under Article V, the Sultan, equally with Ucr Majesty’s Government, would have a 
right to send troops to Egypt. At the beginning ol the present century, Engdish and 
Turkish troops occupied Egypt together for a short time, and, althoiigli the forces 
we separated as much as" possible, the English army being quartered at Ghizeh, 
outside Cairo, constant brawls took place. I should, from every point of view, loo v 
with considerable anxiety to the prospects of a joint Anglo-TurkisE occupation. 

1 remember that when this subject was under discussion, Niiliar i asha argued 
that, although an occupation by Turkish troops only was open to great objections, 
a ioint Anglo-Turkish occupation was less objectionable, as the Porte would bo so 
anxious to ^get the English troops out of the country, that they would do ail they 
could to remove the causes wliich had contributed to render their presence necessary. 

I cannot Lv that I attach much importance to this argument It is too subtle to 
exercise much practical influence over the minds of the leading Turkish authorities. 

I have one further observation to offer on the specihc provisions of the 
ronventiou Article V provided that in the event of reoccupation the Ottoman 
SoZ as wVu as tbe Br^ish troops will bo witlulrawn from Egypt as soon us l,o 
caZs requiring this intervontion shall have ceased ” I cannot help thinking that 
irmS it would he impossible to give effect to this provision. If we arc obliged 

reoccunv the country, having once withdrawn our troops, then; will be only oiie 
possible solution of the Egyptian question, and that is that British troops should 

’■“'“to‘XZgZlt^£‘^i^ion^7am very far from wishing to criticize the 
Convention in liny hostile spirit. On the contrary, I believe that, if any arrangement 
is to ^made with the Sultan at all, the terms negotiated by Sir Henry Dmmmoiid 
Wolll are, on the whole, the best of which the circumstances of the case admit. Moie 
th^tlS I do not think that it is any matter for regret that the negotiations were 
undertaken although they did not lead to any practical result. Although the 
continued presence of Mouktar Pasha in Egypt is greatly to he regretted, we occupy 
a muerhetter diplomatic position now than if no attempt had ever been made to come 

*°The pdnt*on whfoh I desire to dwell at present is that we now occupy » 'Wn''-™'* 
and in some respects, a more favourable position towards the Sultan than that 
oecuTded at any m-evious period since 1882. The Sultan has had two occasions for 
SiT in Tmannir conformable to his own interests ^ Egypt IIo might have sen 
Turkfsh troops to Egypt in 1882, when he was invited to do so. He might have ratified 
llu ConSL negotiated by Sir H. Drummond Wollf. He oini ted to avail himsel 
of both opportunities. Are we called upon to offer a golden bridge to His Imperial 
Ma fstvXt he may retreat from the situation in which he is placed as a consequence 
^ hirown diplomatic errors ? I cannot think so. It is, indeed, most unfortunate that 
acomhinationof circumstances prevents any definite ^ 

heino- arrived at for the time being. No one can feel moio lrequcntl> and mort 
acutely the inconvenience of the present anomalous and uncertoin position than those 
who hke myself, are engaged in carrying on the work of Government of Egjpt. 
But’it armeTto me to L better to hear with those inconveniences rather than to 
apply a^^emedy which may not improbably hii worse than the disease. I venture to 
think that the host plan to adopt for the present is to take no engagements whmh may 
cause furtlier emharrassments, and to keep our hands as free 

Egyptian question in such a manner as the future development ot English mttrnal and 
external policy may render necessary. 


On these grounds, I trust it may he found possible to avoid entering into any 
further negotiations with the Sultan on the main issues of the Egyptian question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 37. 

Foreign Office to Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 30, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 23rd instant upon the subject of the advances made from Imperial funds 
on behalf of Liiptoii Bey, now a prisoner in tlu' Soudan. 

With reference to their Lordships’ suggi'stion that the Egyjitian Government 
should he asked to hand over to Her Majesty’s Government tin' COO/, representing 
arrears of salary wliich are admittedly duo to Lupton Bey, in order that it may be held 
against the adVance which Her ^raj<’sty’s Governmi'iit have made, I am to obsorvi' 
that the prohahlo result of such action would he that the Egyptian Government would 
consider that they lind no longer any money to the eredit of Lujiton Ley’s account, 
and that they might, in conseqm’nce. decline to make any further advances with a view 
to effect his release. 

It might not improhahly giv(' rise to much unfavourable eomuient in this country 
were it to transpire that Her .Majesty’s Government had insisted u])on Liiptoii Bey’s 
arrears of salary being handed over to tlunn at a time when lie was still a captive and 
entirely dependeni for his chance of escapi' u])on pecuniary assistance from Egypt. 

I am to state that, in view of the above considerations, liord Salisbury thinks that 
the claim must, at all events, hi' lu'ld over for tin' jncsent. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN i’AUNOEFOTE. 


No. 38. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office. — {lleceived May 2.) 

Admiralty, April 30, 1888. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commistloncrs of the Admiralty to forward, for 
the information of the. Marquis of Salisbury, a copy of a letter from tlie Senior Olfieer 
in the Red Sea, dated the 4th instant, at, Suakin, ri'porting the proceedings of Her 
Majesty’s ships, and in ri'gard to the st.ate -oV-iirs :it that place and at yiassowali. 

I am, &e. 

^Mgned) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 38. 

Commander Neville to Admiral His Royal !! ghiif'.s tlm Duke oj hdinburgh. 

“ Dolphin,'” at Suakin, April 4, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Rosal Higlim'ss that sinci^ my last gimoral 
letter, dated tlu' 21st March, 1888, the following have heen the movemi'iits of Her 
Majesty’s ships:— 

1. The “ Albacore ” left on Eriday,the 23rd :\tareh, for a cruize to the southward, 
returning here the 2nd April (sailing orders add ri'port of proceedings inclosed). 

2. I'lie rebels apjieared in some force on the 21st March, distant about 0,000 yards. 
Tlio“ Albacore” and “Racer” each tired one round at them, but failed to rc'aeli them 
with Shrapnel; we then fired three rounds of common shell, which burst well amongst 
them, and had the effect of dispersing thi'in lery rapidly. A new fort is being 
constructed about 400 yards to the north of 11 Redoubt; the enemy came down to it at 
2 A.M, on the 29th March, hut retir'd at once on being fired at by the Gardner gun 
from H Redoubt and the Nordf'iihdt from tlu' “ Racer.” All has heen quiet since. 
Six dervishes gave themselves to this ship vosterday, but would give no information 

1581.] ' 11 
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n + trrot. nnt nlrpiflv knoATii; tliev were handed over to the military authcmtics. 
“m Wo“maSor?Live^ ty the ^ernor-Goneral, it is Miovcd that Osmaa ttgna 

does not mtond to^teck Consul here, that considerahle trade has 

lately bren carried on with Berber Irom Agig, several caravans having successtully 
'ipeomnlished the double iourney. This trade comes principally from India. Tin. 
S ““owcver, is that OsmJn Digna has stopped it all again. I propose visiting 

that part of the coast after the departure of General Dormer 

^ Lieutenant and Commander Francis G. Jones leports that all is i 

Masso’wah and that the Ahyssinians are in treaty for peace : he considers the Italian 
““impregnable f they have sent away a large nnmber o£ troops, and are 

about to reduce their force to 3,000 men, ivnur lUo pnnrfomis and 

Lieutenant and Commander Jones speaks most highly ^ 

hospitable way in which he and his officers were received 

(Signed) G. NEVILLE. 


No. 39. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolff to the Marquis of Sa.lisbury.—iReceli!ed May 3,10 A.M.) 

(No. 47. Most Secret and Confidential.) 

^^TURlSsH AMBASSADOR told me last night negotiations ivoidd soon bn 
resumed with Her Majesty’s Government about Egypt of Convention. 

Sum and notE-vpt, he said, was now tlie key to India. Why not make an alliance 

on the basis of EngTand evacuating Egypt, and 

England tlie right, under certain circumstances, of f ^'Zt e S ttn t(> hJl^ 

him whether this was merely his own idea. mWv hetweer Vustria and 

it could he carried out, and compared it to the Secret Treaty between Austria 

^'‘'"Tmade no reply, except that I had no information on the suliject. He added that 
the Sultan lmd ?k compelled to refuse ratification of right of re-entry by over¬ 
whelming Mussulman public opinion. 

(Sent to Constantinople.) 


No. 40. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir £. Bariiiy. 

(No. 112.) Foreign Office, May 5, 1888. 

WITU mforcncc to your dospatob No. 140 of the Ith rUtimo, I truusmit to you 
borovritb a covn .Ta lottL from the War Offiec,* from which it will ho «;ou tluit the 
Secretary of State for that Department is ready to agree that those Biitish 
who have completed five years’ service with the Egyptian army may he iKirmittal to 
serve with that force for a further term of five years. ^ 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 41. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury. --{deceived May 7.) 

Cairo, Apiil 23, 1888. 

Wrril reference to the last paragraph of my despatc-h Nh) 158 


* No. 34. 


Central Africa, and M. de Rosty, the Ausirian Consul-General, as to the best course 
to he pursued in the matter. It ivas agreed that our best plan ivould be to interview 
personally the messenger Saleh-el-llajali, who is mentioned in the letters as trust¬ 
worthy, and who is now staying at Assouan. IVith this object in view Saleh-cl-Uajali 
will shortly he .sent down to Cairo, and upon his arrival here will he cross-examined 
by Mgr. Sogaro as to the best means for cll’ecting the release of the prisoners. I have 
deemed it better that jHgr. Sogaro .should write to Saleh rather than myself, as it wiU 
give rise to less publicity. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


hiclosiirc 1 in No. 41. 


Letter No. 1 (Italian). 


(Translation.) 

To his Excellency Ahd-el-Kadcr Pasha, &c., Cairo; 


Excellency, Omdurman, November 10, 1887. 

YOUR Excellency will forgive my venturing to address myself to you. On tlu> 
one hand, necessity compels me to throiv myself on your kindness, confidently hoping 
that I shall find help; on the other hand, I a[)peal to the friendship which existed 
between your Excellency and my late father. I remind you of that friendship in 
order that you may rennanber a little also the daughter whose father was so great a 
friend of yours. I have every contidence that you will assist me, and therefore I 
tliank you in anticipation to the best of my power, and I beg you to send that hel|) 
wiiich you think lit to accord me to Mr. Giorgio Salih, who has relations with the 
liearer of this lidtei*, who is a most honest and loyal man. 

I repeat my prayer, and also my thanks, ho))ing that your Exeelleuey will 
help me. 

I am your Excellency’s most devoted daughter, 

(Signed) GIORGI VITTORIA, 

Daughter of Giorgi Bey. 


Inclo.sure 2 in No. 41. 

[Original letter sent to ]\Ir, Liipton, May 9, 1888.] 

J)ear Sir, Omdurman, November 27, 1887. 

RECEIVED your old letter .and now the paint from Saleh. It is not possilih' for 
me to leave here at present; no road. Send me money, and I will then when first 
opportunity offers leave here at once. Saleh, trust him, and I hope all will come well. 
Send half-a-dozen flannel shirts. 

Let family know that I am uadi and in lioiie of soon joining them, hut they 
must do all they can to send me money, as without that nothing can he done. 

(Signed) E. T. M. LUPTON. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 41. 

Letter No. 3 (Italian). 

(Translation.) 

To Monseigiieur Sogaro: 

Most Reverend Sir, Omdurman, November 10, 1887. 

AFTER eight months of cruel expectation the man has come at last. With 
whatV 411111 empty hands. IVhat a disappointment. He g.ave us the letter and the 
picture. After so many roconinK'iidations from us still you have not put trust in our 
Saleh. MY have strong proofs of his honesty. Ik'fore he can go and come another 
v('ar will jiass, and meanwhih’ what .'pre we to do? lloppl'y Saleh has shown himself 
g(‘nerous to us. At the time of his departure, without knowing us or you, ho left us 
15 dollars, and now he has given us 100/., nhich you will repay there. 

You must know that Saleh is our friend, who goes and conies, and who has done 
us great kindness, therefore we beg you to he generous with him and to help him as far 
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as lies in your power. Take liim under your protection, and see that no harm comes to 
him. You should knoAV also that Saleh runs no little risk, there are many dangers. 
In any case have no fear as to his lldelity. What Saleh left us relieved us ranch, we 
who arc in our own houses. But for those (women) Avho are in the housc.s of others— 
you ujiderstand me—it is not enough. Therefore wo bog you again to send us a good 
sum (200/. or a little more), hand them to Saleh, the man is sure. Burther, we beg 
you to pay him, without making difficulties, the 100/. left us here. I think I hav(‘ 
explained myself sufficiently. Iliis time do not let him come with, empty hands. 

If you consign to him a little quinine, laudanum, cream of tartar, tartar emetic, he 
•will bring them willingly. lYe all (“ tutti e tuttc ”) respectfully greet you from 
our exile. 

(Signed) GIUSEBBE OilBWALDER. 

X.Jj.—I -would a'A }on io .ssanl the inehi'.ed letter to it.i address at once. It is on 
aeeouiLt of a poor ne('d;\ veoman 'wlio asks for liclp. Do this act of charity, I bcu 

of YOU. 

(Signed) (lirSEi'l’E OIIllWALDER. 

Y'ou should h« in vclaliffUs u ith II. Giorgio Salib, who m.-iy be <>[' iis{' to yon at 
s one foiii'. Ilis brother, Bahjs Salib, i.s very pleasant to us lure. 

Saleh tells me also that hq has a letter and a certain paiin hn- a sister at Herber, 

and that he is projuised 2(iOL if ho takes it. W(; are all here, tlieu' is no one at 

Berber, and at present it is almost impossible to get away. 1[(' has brought the lettci 
aial the paijit to us. 'L'liis for rcetitieation. 

N.B.—Among some nu'dieines J have forgotten to mention soda, which i^ -.or 

-valuable. Saleh reminds me of sev('ral things which he forgot. Again I beg you to 

treat bim wi'll ; b.-' is a J'.iitbfnl man, and if it n< xe po'^silE' he would do ^till more. I 
salute you again, and r. na iu vours, &e. 

(Signed) DON GIfJSEPPE OilRWALDEll. 

Oniclurmtin, November 27, 1887. 

N.B. —Among the dru'>'. a'-kefi (hv anothei- should b(> ‘oidnd— iodine. A note has 
lately reached us from Callisto. Smul him our thanks For his good-will. Wo beg him 
not to forget us. x\.t present tlu' roads are i)i sonu' eonfusiou; we h(q)o that the Lord 
will open some way for us. Mrave men can do much. Saleh hronght us that ointment; 
some day perhaps it will h" of use to us. 

Sciol greets Signor Callisto ; tell in seerv't to Athnnnsindi's and Callisto tliat vlu' n- 
not yet married, hut iu sc'cret. 1 salute* ■'am aP, .ai'. 1 luaiii vours, Ac. 

(Signed)* DON GIUSEPPE OilRWALDEll. 

1 is'eemiiin'nd onr Saieii highly. 


Inelosurc 4 iu No. 11. 

Let*'': y ! [Italian). 

(T’rauslation.) 

Dear Isidore, _ JVot)erji/»er 27, 1887. 

DO me the gvo.at kindness to help roe quicklv, else it mav he all u]) with me. 

(SigVd) GOllGI CONCETTO. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 41. 


(Translation.) 

Address: Signor Giore 


Letter No. 5 (Ifnltdii). 
in \tauasuule, Cairo. 


M/y dear brother-in-lawa 

AP'f ER l(n:g Availing, after tiiree yv'ars and more that I have sighed for help from 
my rtdntions. :rt last bavi' to-day recem'd the 20/. Avhieh you have charged this man 
to hand t<' uu , e id with you to pay him the (‘xpensos punctually. This man is 

perhaps the soli* per.u.r, w ao can help us, and he theri'fore dest'rves all your esteem and 
confulcmcc. As he is faithful, brave, a'ul honouralde, I hog you to consign to the same 
80/. more, of Tvliieb I .stand in need. I trust that you Avill not raise any difficulty 



about this request of mine. I believed that in you I had a father in place of him 
whom God has taken from me, but your dilatoriness in helping me has caused me to 
doubt it much. Dear brother-in-law, I have great need of your help, so that if you 
do not wish to consider me as your relative and your blood, consider me as one of the poor 
who come to your door and give me alms. If you wish for news of mo, put yourself in 
relation with Giorgio Salih, and be very careful to keep all a profound secret. 

Also my little daughter, who was then fifteen months old, is dead. She was my 
one consolation, and now there remains for me none other than tears to weep over my 
terrible misfortunes, wdiereof the most hitter is the prison in which I am. Greet for 
me my sister and your daughters. Eor mercy’s sake do not forget me, and hclicve me 
your most affectionate sister, 

(Signed) VICTORIA GORGIO DEMETCRI. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 11. 


(Translation.) 


Letter No. d [German). 


[From Slatin Bey to Austrian Conml-Cu'ueral, dated December 1897, acknowledging 
receipt of 70/. from Saleh Walad llagg Ali-el-Ahabdi.] 


No. 42. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—[Received May 9.) 

Sir, War Office, May 8, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Secrctaiy of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Marquis of Salisbury, the inclosed copy of a letter which has been 
received frojn the General Officer commanding in Egypt relative to affairs in that 
country. 

I lltiVC ft 

* (Signed) ’ llALPU TflOMPSON. 


Inelosurc in No. 12. 

Major-General Dormer to War Office. 

ftir, Cairo, April 22, 1888, 

HAVING returned from my recent inspection and visit to Suakin, I have the 
honour to submit, for the information of th<' Right Honourable the Secretary of Statt 
for War, the following Report on the state of affairs in that district and the informa¬ 
tion Avliieh I have been able to obtain. 

I arrived at Suakin on the Cth instant, about a fortnight after bis Excellency the 
Governor, Colonel H. II. Ivitcbencr, had retiu’ued to resume the duties of his 
command. 

With regard to the military works and defences of the toAvn, I w'as much struck 
with the great improvement that lias been effected by Colonel Kitchener since my last 
visit to Suakin in the autumn of 1881. The outer line of wmrks, which now consists of 
five small forts, or redoubts, are well kuowm, and plans thereof have already been sent 
home. They are well placed and practically impregnable against any assault which is 
likely to he 'made on them. 

*il Redoubt, on the right, is in course of recoiistruetiou on a l)etter site, about 
300 yards to the north of the present redoubt, Avhich is aAVurk on too extensive a scale, 
and requires too many men to garrison it. 

The inner lino of defences has been considerably streugtlu'iied and much con¬ 
tracted, to suit the reduced garrison now* h'ft for the dt'feueo of Suakin. It consists of 
a substantial stone w’all and forts very cleverly planned and eoiistructed by Colonel 
Kitchener, though not quite completed. 

1 cousidcr that Suakin thus protected, and with at least tw'o gun-boats in tin* 
harbour, and with a garrison of one battalion of black troops and one Egyptian, should 
be quite safe against any attack that Osman Digua is likely to make. At tlie same 
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time, I am convinced that any further reduction of ships or garrison n’ould be most 
perilous, and would probably result in the capture of the place. 

2. The danger from within must always be an important factor, and must always 
cause a certain amount of anxiety, which Avill be increased or diminished accoi'ding to 
the policy that may be adopted in dealing with the tribes, and the influence which 
Mahdiism and Osman Digna may be able to exert and maintain. 

With regard to the latter, I believe I had cveiy opportunity of obtaining reliable 
information, and I may safely state that, at present at least, eight-tenths of the two 
adjacent important tribes—the Amarars and Hadendowas—are thoroughly sick of 
the state of affairs and of the country, whereby trade and commerce have been 
destroyed, tlic cultivation of land hindered, and their lives and homes disorganized. 
They are most anxious for a Government. 

Their faith in the Mahdi can with difficulty be kept alive, and should Osman 
Digna be killed or captured, I believe the Khalifa would find but few adherents in this 
part of the Soudan. I had opportunity given me by Colonel Kitchener of speaking 
with several influential Sheikhs of both the Amarars and Hadendowas. 

They all told the same story: that up till lately there had been much wavering, 
that many had believed in the Mahdi; that as there was no other Government but his 
in the country they could not, even if they would, resist the Malidi’s power. 

Kor these reasons, they have never joined heartily in any of the expeditions which 
have been made against Osman Digna during the last four years. Now, they say, the 
tribes arc tired of this continued disturbance of their lives, tired of Osman Digna 
and his cruelties, tired of, and losing faith in, the Mahdi. 

They all asserted that if only the Egyptian Coverniucnt would make one more 
attack against Osman Digna, wlio is at llandoul), 8 miles from Suakin, with only 
2,000 fighting men, their whole tribes would gladly join this time in driving the 
eniimy from their country, and in capturing or dispersing for ever Osman Digna and 
his forces. 

These Sheikhs Avero told that they must not expect this; that the Government had 
already sent ('xpedilion after expedition, and defeated Osman Digna, routing his forces 
over and ovi'r again; but that, their tribes had only acted half-heartedly with us, and 
had failed to prevent the return of the enemy into their country. 

fi^hey Avere asked Avhv, if they Avere now so united, they could not attack Osman 
Digna theraselves; and they Avere told that the Government could no longer interfere, 
ami that they must settle their oavu a (fairs and tlie ('nemy themselves. 

To this, Avhile ackuoAvledging the truth of Avhat A\"as said, they replied that they 
had no arms, and were not strong enough alone to attack the only Government Avhieh 
now existed in the Soudan—that of the IMalidi—and au enemy organized and armed, as 
they Avcrc not. 

The day may not be immediately at hand, but I believe it is not far distant, Avhen 
Alahdiism and Osman Digna’s power in this part of the Soudan Avill haA'c ceased to 
exist. 

3. Meantime, T am convinced that the friimdly tribes should bo subsidized, and 
that those avIio have left their homes and pro])erty to come in and live at Suakin 
should be fed. They very justly say: \\b have thrown in our lot Avith your 
Government; Ave have h'ft our property and lands; hoAV are avo to live ? Vou a\ ill 
not let us organize raids nor procure food for ourselves, Avhile you allow the enemy to 
make raids on us. You say you cannot feed us yourselves. T'here is nothing h'ft for 
us hut to return to our liomes, and, iii that ease, avc shall be forced, iu semblauco at 
any rate, to ally ourselves Avith the ^lahdiists. 

4. With regard to those raids. It is not tlie fact that raiding by the friendlies 
has been led, organized, or oueouraged by the GoAn*rument :it Suakiji; on the contrary, 
the Sheikhs have been told that these raids are not aiiproved nor rocommeuded ; but 
Avhen these poor friendlies come and say, The eiu'my has been suffered to make raids 
on our lands and villages; may Ave not make reprisals? Wo have lieen depriAU'd of 
our cattle and our food; may we not go out and obtain tlicso for ourselves ? ”—it is 
diflicult to prevent or ausAver tliem. 

5. After several months of eumparative peace, and the eummeueemeut of the 
opening out of trade, this peace Avas disturb(nl, not by any raid organized at Suakin by 
tlu* Govi'rnmont, as has Ix'on stated, but by an un])i'ovokcd attack by the dervishes from 
Tokui, »ko carried off camels ami eatllc of our frioudly tribes near Suakin, killing 
one man, and taking three' others prisoners, Avhom they hanged at 'i'okar. 

This eause'd a blood feud, and the friendlies of their OAvn accord chimoavcd for 
t' 0 })ris:ds, and made an unsuccessful raid on Tokai\ 


Soou att« tlus, Osmau Di,na heaving that Suakin ^ evfv 

the Black t>attaUon 'vadhoen vntMva™^^^^ 

?toppXamUhc^ to o^lSshiug 

legitL2^" -thing to 

be has -reat difficulty lu always previ-uting the latter Avnen 

reprisals, or is necessitated by the Avant ol ooc. , ^ would respectfully beg 

rtelvit ra«r Wuh the assistance of the fvi.Oiy 

““ I strongly advise that tho friendly Sheikhs, inside and outside Suakin. l,e suhsidired 

discouraged. j &c. 

(Signed) J* DORMER. 


No. 13. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office .—{Received May 11.) 

Admiralty, May 0,1886. 

I AMconrnranded V‘.a. Lords 

11:: -tat<.d tl. ISt.. Ai,rn. 


reporting proceedings in the ItCil oca. 


(Signed) *“eVAN MACGEEGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 43. 


Commander Neville to the Duke of Edinburgh. 


Sir 


“ Dolphin,” at Suakin, April 18, 1888. 

on the lOti, instant anci,or^^^^^^^ 

‘SnZaiy some slaves are iu tho neigkhou,d,o™i, hut H,e appearance of a man- 
‘’‘'■''Ti;“ldl!:::V”TiirSron ^“t’anl r»v walta, and will look iu near 

-,naiu for the present. 

Everything has been quiet here during my fihi>t» — ^ * 

There Lve been rumours of an 

,a;“"l,:;rs.:“''Kh.l.v, a.,,! --■ythms « .,uiet at pmsont. 

(Signed) G. NEVILLE. 
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No. 44. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received May 1‘2.) 

(No. 180. Secret.) 

My Lord. Cairo, May 3, 1888. 

IN my despatch No. 138, Secret, of the 24th Marcli, I had the honour to forward to 
your Lordship a Iicport from Mr. Foster, one of the officers of the Irrigation Department, 
on the condition of the provinces of this country. In continuation of that despatch, I 
have now the honour to transmit a letter I have received from iNIr. Willcocks, also an 
officer in the Irrigation Department. 

Your Lordship will observe that, with reference to the police, Mr. Willcocks states 
that corruption c.vists amongst the native policemen, 'fo a certain degree this is no 
doubt the case. Nothing is more difficult in Oriental countries than to eradicate the 
custom of taking backshecsli by the police. 

I have no doubt that i\Ir. Willcocks is quite right in thinking that improvement 
under this head depends on the degree of European supervision which is exercised over 
the police. 

It will further be observed that ]\Ir. Willcocks condemns the “ Rachat Militaire,” 
that is, the system of allowing exemption from military service to he purchased for a 
(ixed sum. On this point Sir Edgar Vincent has furnished me with a Memorandum, 
inclosed herewith, answering Mt. Willcocks’ observations. 

AVith reference to sales of land by Decrees of the Courts, Mr. AV^illcocks says that 
sufficient publicity is not given to such sales. I have been in communication with 
Mr, Cookson and Mr. Mills, the English Judge of the Mixed Court of Appeal, on thi'< 
subject, and I am informed that advertisements of the sales in question arc imserted in 
certain of the Arabic newspapers. The matter is one in which the Court of Appeal takes 
a strong interest, and I will in([uiro whether it w'ould not be possible to give a wider 
publicity to those sales. 

The last point upon which Air. AVillcocks touches in his letter is the manner in 
which the sales ol' Covernnient land are conducted. The fellaheen, he says, complain 
bitterly that they never have a chance of buying aii acre. On this point I have the 
honour to inclose a Memorandum by Sir E. Viucout, which shows that the Government 
have done all that is possible to assist the native population in acquiring land. 

Taking Mr. AVillcocks’ Report as a whole, it is, I think, very satisfactory evidence of 
the beneficial results of the English occupation. The complaints which Air. W^illcocks 
has heard in the provinces are themselves sufficient to show this. A few years ago 
complaints of what may be termed the details of administration were unknown. They 
were overshadowed by complaints of the whole system of government. At present the 
government of the country is carrieil on in acconlancc with the principles of European 
civili/.ation, with the result that, for the first time in their existence, the people of Egypt 
are able to raise their voices against matters of minor importance, by which they niaj 
think that their interests are injured. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 44. 

Mr. Willcocks to Sir E. Baring. 

Dear Sir Evelyn Baring, Tanta, April 25, 1888. 

IN accordance with your instructions, 1 send you the opinions expressed by the 
Sheikhs and fellaheen with whom 1 have come in contact 

Army .—Egyptian officers get on much better with English officers than with 
'furkish, because there is more fair dealing and more chance ol getting well-paid 
.‘ippoiiifments. The Egyptians also consider the Turkish officers as men ol no social 
position, but Alaincluks and liangers-on of big Pashas ; they consider the English officers, 
on the contrary, as all of good family, which with them carries considerable weight, 'fhey 
did not see what difference there was between themselves and the Turks, but they do see 
the dilfcrcnce between themselves and the English. While there are so many English 
officers in the Egyptian army, (he groat majority think there w'ould be no possibility ol a 
rising of the fellaheen against the Government in case of the withdrawal of the English army. 
(Tliey used to talk dilierently some time ago.) They say the rising must begin with the 
j officers; (he soliliers themselves wouhl never rise. Any way, there would be plenty of 
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notice, as there are no Secret Societies of any kind, and no bond between officers and men. 
No one objects to the English soldiers in Egypt except Cairenes and Alexandrians with 
Turkish proclivities. 

Police .—The police are decidedly unpopular. They like the English police officer, 
as they are no takers of “ backshish,” and arc not arrogant and bullying like the Turks. 
They have the power, and do not care for the daily display of power and authority which 
the Turks loved. The policemen, however, they detest, and they complain that they do 
not see near enougli of English officers, and are not sufficiently supervised. The police 
live on open bribery, as they are chosen to report on “ gatirs ” and others, when they 
themselves are not one whit more reliable. A dollar all round is considered sufficient to 
square the police. Without exception, everybody eomplains that the English super¬ 
vision of the police is insufficient. They believe much in “ like master, like man,” but 
add that the master must be always with his men. Everybody I talk to thinks there is 
an English Protectorate of the country. 

“ Rachat Militaire," considered by all as the high road to poverty for the fellaheen, 
who would sooner sell an acre of land, if they owned only three acres, and escape the 
conscription. The Greek money-lenders have again begun to lift up their heads now 
that the “ rachat ” is in full swing. 

Village Sheikhs .—The fellaheen themselves sa} that a village which has a good 
Sheikh is not allowed to get into debt like a village which has a had Sheikli. They 
wonder that not more pains arc taken to make only good men village Sheikhs who have 
much power for good or ill. 

Native Tribunals .—Every Judge is considered ” bribeable.” No one dreams of 
justice. Chance, expedient'}, and .a big purse are considered as the best weapons where¬ 
with to win a case. 

Mixed Tribunals. —Evcr}i)ody complains that the proceedings are entirely in a 
foreign language. A Greek or Jew can always win his case against a fellah, as the latter 
does not understand one word of what is going on, and is entirely in the hands of his 
lawyer, whom he considers as bribed b} the Greek to lose the case. It is certainly a 
pity that the proceedings in the Alixed Tribunals should not be translated into Arabic as 
the ca.se goes on. There is not a h'llah or a small Sheikh who does not think that his 
case is hopeless once it gets into the Alixed 4'ribunals. 

Land Sales by Decrees of the Court. —'Phe. men in the village and the Egyptians 
generally are not kept informed of these sales; and lands are sohl for half what they are 
worth to banks and Greeks, who work among themselves. 'Phey tell me, with what 
truth I do not know, that these Decrees, land sales, &c., are adxertisod in Alexandria 
and in the Euroi)can papers, hut not in the Arabic papers. 'Phis might be remedied 
if true. 

Public Land Sale'.'. —A scandal. 'Phe fellahec'n have ne\er a chance given them of 
buying these lands, i'ou remember in Roman history how severe were the wars between 
the Italian peasantry and the ))atricians, because the Senate never gave the peasmitry a 
chance of buying the State lands. Cicsar owed more of his popularity to his recognizing 
this blot, and insisting on the peasantry being alloweil to buy the land in small parcels, 
tlian to any other of his popular measures. We might gain groat popularity by letting 
the fellaheen of a village buy these State lands in small plots. 'Phe fellaheen complain 
oittcrly of never liaving a chance of buying an acre, while Government officials, &c., 
can always buy what they please for a song, whatever may be the real value of 
the land. 

I send }ou exactly what 1 have heard, and hope you do not think me impertinent 
for writing about Departments other thaji my own. Of course, no man would be fool 
enough to tell me my own mistakes and errors or shortcoming.s. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) \y. WlLLLUCivS. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 44. 

Memorandum by Sir E. Vincent mt the “ Rachat Militaire.” 

THE recent reduction in the price of exemption from military service from 40/. to 
20/. has caused great satisfaction among the agricultural classes, and has permitted a 
large number to obtain their freedom. 

Fear has been e.xpressed in some quarters that the fellaheen, in their desire to 
purchase an exemption from the army, will again resort to the village usurer. 'Phe same 
[584] K 
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cry of alarm was raised in 1885, when 250,000/. were paid to the Government under this 
head. In that year I instituted an inquiry into the matter, the result proving that no 
cause for alarm existed. 

The majority of those who pay the exemption are the sons of Sheikhs and 
Omdehs, or of other villagers who have money buried in the earth. It was proved that 
only an insignificant proportion borrowed money for the purpose of obtaining an exemption, 
while a few small proprietors sold 1 or 2 feddans from an estate of 10 or 20 feddans, in 
order to raise the money. In these cases the land passed to other villagers, as the 
Greeks do not willingly either lend or advance money on land. In many cases, it 
appeared that the whole family subscribed to provide an insurance fund ag-ainst military 
service. 


May 1, 1888. 


(Signed) EDGAR VINCENT. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 44. 

Memorandum by Sir E. Vincent on the Government Sales of Land. 

GREAT difficulty has been experienced in all Eastern countries in giving the 
agricultural classes sufficient notice of sale.s of land in their district. In Egypt the 
tollowing means are adopted with a view of giving sufficient publicity of a coming sale 
of Government land. 

The Mudir or Governor publishes the notice of any sale at least twenty days before 
the date of auction, giving all particulars as to the area of the various parcels, limits of 
prices, taxes, &c. 

This notice is posted up in the village: the Sheikh-cl-Belad also announces the 
sale to the fellaheen by public criers. The offers have to be made before a fixed hour 
on the day of sale. 

The result of these arrangements in connection with the sales of Government lands 
has been to obtain very satisfactory prices from the fellaheen purchasers. 'Phere is no 
ground for the assertion, that the Government land is being sold in large quantities to 
land speculators, either native or foreign, almost all recent sales having been made direct 
to the fellaheen. 

In the case of sales of lands by the Tribunals, a more extended publicity than is 
now obtained would be advantageous both to the vendor and vendee. 

(Signed) EDGAR VINCENT. 

May 1, 1888. 


No. 45. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{^Received by telegraph. May 12.) 

(No. 189. Ext. 88.) 

My Lord, Cairo, May 12, 1888. 

1 RECEIVED by last mail a letter from Mr. Lupton, saying that he had seen 
in the “ Tinu's ” that I Avas in communication Avith Ids brother, Lupton Bey, and 
begging mo, tberofore, to forward on a letter Avrilten by Mme. Lupton, the mother, to 
her son at Omdurman. 

[ accordingly telegraphed to Colonel Kitchener to inquire whether he thought 
llu're Avas tlie least possibility of his being able to J'orAvard the letter to its destination. 
In reply, Colonel Kitelu'uer stated that it Avoidd be very difficult to do so, but tlial he 
eoiild try and send the letter from Agig ; the result, how^ever, AAxmld be most doubtful. 

Upon the reeeijit of this ansAver this morning, I had the honour to telegraph to 
your Lordship, ri'questing that Mr. Lupton should be informed that I Avould send 
Mme. Lupton’s letter to Suakin, but that I did not think there was mueb ehanei* 
of Colonel Kitehoiu'r’s being able to forward it by that route. 

I slated, however, that if Mr. Lupton could get a letter pho(ogra])hed on paper us 
thin as possible and in the smallest type which can be read by the naked eye, I might 
perhaps be abh* to send it by the Nile route. Tavo or three pieces, about an inch 
squari', would, I said, be easier to send Ilian one bigger piece. I also added that it 
would be advisable to send a verbal message as Avell. 

Your Lordshi[)’s reply sent by mail, after consideration of my despatcli No. 183 of 
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the 5th instant, will reach me before the messenger to whom it is proposed to intrust 
the letter leaves on his return journey. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 46. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.— {Received May 14.) 

^ I*HAVE the honour to report that this morning M. Sogaro, Sir Eraueis Grimicll, 
and myself had a long interview Avith the messenger who recently brought Ictteis 
from Lupton Bey and others at Khartoum. 

I should explain that this is not the man hy whom some wlu o ago 200 . 
to Lupton Bey. ^ We have as yet no news as to Avhether this latter sum was lecnAod 

\vc all think that the man is fairly Irustworthy. lie appeared to be telling the 

liave arranged that he should receive a reward, and that the money paid by 

him to Slatin Bov and others should be repaid. • n ow 

lie says that all the prisoners arc very carefully watched, especially 
The latter is a sort of aide-de-camp to the Klialiia. De receives rations but no 
money Lupton Bey is employed at the Ylint. The messenger slioAved me an 
E>-vptian soi-ewei-n aGucIi hall bi'cn coined at Kharlonm. None ot tlu* prisoner.s an 
llwLted oxoept” M. Koufohl, who is kept in ohains 

with the help of money, esca])e may perhaps be possible, lit is al l - 

„nt but cannot take any back, as on bis return .journey he is sure to be si au lit d. 
"^'’Uenow atout li retm-n to the neighbonrbood of 
remain for the month of Ramadan, Avhich begins i w 

•eadv to start a-ain for Kharlonm. lie will report himself to Colonel W odidiome, 

tlic Commandant at xVssouau, before lie leaves. I oblT-'-ed i*f 

Lupton Bey, and also the llannel shirts tor which he asked. I 

your Lordsffiip would ascertain and inform me Avhether Lupton ^ \ 

Lnd any message to him. As I have already mentioned, the message must bt ACibal. 

I cannot arrange for the transmission of any letter. ^ 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 47. 

Messrs. Fox and Wylde to the Marquis of Salisbury.— {Received May 15.) 

, -r . 8, Queen Anne's Gate, Westminster, May 14, 1888. 

WE*have the honour to emnnerate to your Lordship the Resohitions ^ ^ 

you by the deputation that waited on your Imrdship at the Foreign Office on Inday, the 
11th Mav remirding the pacification ot the Soudan hy tiade. . . , , , 

1 That Sie British GUeriimeiit will countenance and support British trade incrcluant 
iu tbeir “om" to re.toro tbe tnulo of tl.e Soudan, b, procurmg tl.o openmg of tho 

shall be punished and removed from the siihore o their 

3. That merchants be not interterod with by the l'..gyp ^ Hr-ilnnd o*f war 'iuid they 
confine themselves to legitimate trade, and do not mipoi ‘ ‘ tribes and the 

engage to use their best endeavours to bring about peace between the tribes and tlie 

Lordship’s reply Co the deputation, we should ' 1 “'” 
if yon would kiiully forward us an answer to the Tfeso.ouons sn ^rorernment to 

hat Her Maiestyb Governn.ent arc willing to .nstrnet ' ’’’hW T " 

Irani English traders every faeilily for dealing with the ^ 

and that no obstacles shall he placed hy the Egyptian autUoritic.s in the w.ij ot „ j. , 
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not contraband of nar, leaving Suakin for the tribal ports north and south of that place, 
j)aying the usual customs duc‘>, as before the war, based on those levied in Egypt at 
Alexandiia. 

\ldth regard to Eesolution ISo. 2, the only support from the naval force required is 
their patrolling for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and the prevention of attack on the 
tiibal ports by armed dhows from Jeddah, and the punishment of slave-dealers residine, 
at Suakin when cases au* brought against them as set down by Treat}. 

Wo have, &c. 

(Signed) ERANCIS WM. FOX. 

A. E. WYLDE. 


No. 48. 

Mr. Lupton to Foreign Office.—[Received Mat/ 17.) 

Sir, 3h, Lmdenhall Mag 16, 1888. 

1 HAVE th(‘ honour to acknowledge receipt of your favour dated the 11th instant, 
also copy of a des])ateh from Sir E. Baring dated at Cairo tlu* oth May 

As sendiug a lettei- would probably eomproinise lU} hrotlu-r, his famil} d('cide not 
to send oiu'. Should tlu' letter now on tlu' way to him Irom bi'^ mother Ix' at all 
lilu'ly to do harm, his mother would wish it to he r('turned. 

Ih'forring to tlu' \erhal message }ou Avero good (mough to suggest, Lupton Bey’s 
r(datives Avould h(' greatly ohlig('d if Sir E. Baring A\ould hdl the messenu('r to say 
“They are all Avell and are anxiously aA\aiting good news from him.” 

(Iratcfullv thanking vou for voui' fuAxuirs, 1 am, &c. 

(Signed) MAl.COLM V. LUFTON. 


No. to. 

The Maulin', of Salisbin i/ to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 110.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 18, 1888. 

AVITII rcderence to your telegram No. bS ol the 12ih instant, I transmit to yoAi 
herewith, for your information and guidance, a copy of a letter from Mr. Malcolm 
Lupton,* giving the terms of a \ei-bal message uuicii ho Avislies couA'eyed, if possihh*. 
to his brother, Lupton Bey. 

I am, &c. 

(Sigmed) SALISBURY. 


No. 50. 

Foicign Office to il/cs.s/>. Foa and Wylde. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 18, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Maripiis of Salishur} to aeknoAvledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 11th instant, recapitulating the Resolutions submitted to his Lordship on 
the 11th instant by a de])utatiou of gentlemen interested in the pacification of the 
Soudan by trade. 

In reply, I am to stati' that Lord Salishur} is not acquainted aa ith anything in 
the conduct of the Eg}ptian (loAmrumcnt on the Red Sea coast Avhich is at variance 
Avith the general policy recommended by those gentlemen. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


* Ni) 4S. 
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No. 51. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received Mai; 21.) 

(No. 188.) ^ 

My Lord, Cairo, May 12, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatcdi 
No. 109 of the 1th instant, informing me that the King of the Bdgians had otl’ered on 
behalf of the Congo State to contribute to any fund which may be raised with a view 
to assist Lu))t()U Bey in elfecting his escipe. 

I ha\a' discussed this matti'r fully a\ illi Nubar Pasha and with Sir Francis Grenfell. 
The result of our deliberations is that avc do not for the present see anvAvay of turning 
the generous offer made by Tlis IMajesl} to practical aeeoimt. It will, hoAvever, he 
borne in mind. It is possible that at some futui'c time eireumsiances may change to 
such an ext('nt as to U'ndc'r the creation of a fund for the release of Lupton Bey 
<lesirable. 

Mhatever may be tlu' amounts 1 ‘"ally due to Lupton Bey, the Eg}plian Co\eru- 
ment is (piitc prepared to s])end w h it. \ (t reasonabh' sums are necessary in order to 
laeilitate his escape. The eHect ol laisiug a fund Avould be to increase the amount 
availabh', hut there is at present no reason to suppose that a few thousand pounds 
AS'ould be nior(' likely to cth'ct the object in a iew than a fiwv hundreds. Indeed, I am 
not sure that the smaller sums, as being b'ss likel\ If) attiMil altenfion. would not be 
more likely to suecis'd than tin' largei. 

Mb' cannot feel sure' that Lu[)ton Rey has reeeiied Ihe mf)n('\ alread\ semt to 
liim. The last heard of the messenger nho*took 200/ was that be was at Herber. 

The best chance is, 1 think, to trust tin' man noAV in Lgypt, about aa'Iioiu I wrote 
to your Lordshij) on the .'tb iiistnnt in uia' d('s])ateh No. 1^3, mori' espeeiall} as, in a 
letter which is unqucstional)!} g('nuine fi-om Lu]>ton Bey, he asks that this man 
should be trusted, lie will be sent with 200/. to Lupton B*ey after Ramadan is over. 

I have, &e. 

(Sirrned) E. BARING. 


No. 52. 

Till Maiijiiis of Sahsbuiy to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 123.) 

Hir, Foiiign Of/iei, May 21, 

I 'I'K VN.'s.MlT to }ou heiewithacop} of .i leltei liom Mr.A. in Buxton,**' suggisting, 
with reference to the recent leopening of trade in the Eastern Soiulan, tin; adoption of 
measures for pre\enting the inqjoitation of spirits into the coiintr} ; and 1 sh.dl bo glad 
to be tiiAourcd with .any ohsetvation'- which }(hi lu.i} have to oiler in regatd to thi'' 
proposal. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 53. 

The Maiquis of Salisbury to Lord Vivian. 

(No. .53.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, May 25, 1888. 

WI’I'H reference to your despatch No. IS, Africa, of the 28tli ultimo, I transmit to 
YOU herewith a copy ot a despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-Geneial in 
Egypt, I relative to the otter made by the King of the Belgians, on behalf of the Congo 
State, to contribute to any fund which may be raised for the relief of ljupton Bey, 

It will be seen that Sir E. Baring has fully discussed the matter with Nubar Pasha 
and Sir F. Grenfell, the Sirdar of tlie Egyptian arm}, with the result that it appears 
hardly [iraclicuble to take advantage of Hi.s .Majesty’s offer for the present. The matter 
will, however, be borne in mind in case of any change of circmnstaiiees rcndm-iiu;' the 
creation of a fund for the release of Lupton Bey desirable. 

I have to request that your will reply to M. von Eetvelde’s communication of the 
28th April in the sense of Sir E. Baring’s despatch. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 



• Mr. A. F. Buxton, May 17,1888 


t No. 51. 
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No, 51. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received May 28.) 

M °‘l ^rd Cairo, May 17, 1888. 

^ IN continuation of my despatch No. 180 of the 3rd instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith a letter which I have received from Mr. Garstm, ot the Irrigation 
Department, as to the condition and feeling in the provinces. 

Mr. Garstin’s observations are well worthy of your Lordship s attention, arid the 
conclusions at which he arrives are in accordaiice with independent testimony which i 

have from time to time received on the points in question. 

It will he observed that Mr. Garstin states that the power ot the village Sheikhs 
has been greatly diminished of late years owing in a considcrah e degree to the reform 
of many of the administrative abuses ivlucli existed prior to the English occupation. 
There Jan he no doubt, I think, that this is the case The reforms carrici out under 
English control have undoubtedly vastly increased the happiness and weltaie oi the 
labouring classes. But, as I have already had the honour to point out to ]^o"d- 
ship on previous occasions, they cannot he said to have increased the possibility ot a 

speedy evacuation of the country. ^ have &c 

(Signed) E. BAILING. 


Inclosure in No. 54. 

Mr. Garstin to Sir E. Baring. 

May 14, 1888, 

' 1 HAVE the honour to forward the following replies to the questions about which 

you asked mo to write. 

1. ^^Whethcr^Xi'7^5^^^^ generally liked the English, or preferred them to tlu' 
l^Vench, and whether tliey preferred Turkish to English yule. 

2. Whether there was any sympathy with Arabi still in t u' eouutry; also what, 

were their fi'elings regarding the ])resent Khedive and the ox-ivlu'dive. 

3. AVhat w'as the general opinion in the country as to what would happen 

supii<«n«'vcworeto^tovoit.^ pcoplo senovally, wlictlu'i- more prosperous sine,- lie- 

''“*’TAn7tSf"l“yro^™lins the English: I helieve that the Sheikhs dislike 
us anil it is only natural that they should do so. Their power and author, y over 
thi'ir villagers is not one quarter what it used to he; m o den times the blieiKh w . 
entirelv master over the fidlaheen in his village, and he made them work as he pleased, 
and Avhen and where he pleased; no one could leave the village to work anj whuc 
else without his permission; their Avomen and their cattle wwre jiractieally 
hmt his power was almost absolute. Now all this is changed Since the ahohtiou ot 
tile kourbash, hut chiefly through the abolition ot the corvee the power ot the 
Sheikh is almost gone ; paid labour, through coiitraet work, has also done a gicat (U. 
to hivak his powm*, as the jicople not only will not now work for nothing, wdl go 
lorn- distances from their villages to work with the European contractors, and tlu,> do 
this^noAV without asking tin* permission of the Sheikh. i 

■ I know lor a ruot that, L a rule, 11... Sludkl. has ..ow to pay tl.o lahouroK «h > 
work in his Holds, oithor in nionoy or in kind, and any one who k.ions what th. 
mntrv Avas three vears ago Avill appreciate Avhat a revolution this means, 

trving hard fo/iome time past to introduce a system ot Sheikh 
i navi null ‘ ^ . , , • small vilkuje canals and 


,:,rtiallv succeeded; some of the Sheikhs nave none iiie - V 

lat manV of them could not get their people to Avork for them, a id 
to suhiet their contracts to petty C.reek cmitraotors. Ot course, this 


well, but I find th 

iiMvi' been obliiied lu sniiii!i. inuu i-iiiiii.ir.i,.'. i.. . . . i. 

h'pm-tiallv owing to their being too grasping and not 

' ' - • ■ ■' er of the Sheikh is broken Avhen he cannot toico hi» ptoplo 

11 he pays them. Three \e'i a lie Avould liaA^e taken tin mom y 


lill it shows how the powi 
U) work, I'viMi wb 
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and made the people work AV’ithout paying them at all, and never a complaint Avould 
have been heard; now' he cannot do anything, or make them work unless he pays 
them the same as a European Avould do. Can it be AA'onderod at that the Sheikh 
dislikes in his heart the English rule ? He is quite intelligent enough to see that it is 
the English who have done this, and lu* recognizes fast enough the diirerence betwi'on 
English and French: he AA’ould, I .should say, prefer the latti'r, on the princijile of 
anything for a change. 

As an Arab said to me, the Sheikh w'ould niueh prefer being lieaten himself, so 
long as he .still had the poAver of heating others. 

An English contractor told me that on starting somi' luwv w'ork in a remote part 
of the district the Slndkli of the villagi' would not come to terms about supplying men, 
and told him that not a man of his village should come and AVork. The contractor 
offered certain rates of ])ay, and the villagi'rs hearing this tiiriu'd out ni masse on the 
AVork, leaving the Sheikh Avithont a man to w'ork on his propi'rty. 

of course, the Sheikh has bemdited equally AA’ith cA'cry one else by im])roved 
Avater siqijily and by the cost of irrigation being much loss than formerly, but I do 
not believe that in his heart thesi' benetlts w'l'igh at all Avith his loss of poAA'cr and 
money, for, of course, he is less rich now than he used to be, by the amount he has to 
pay his people for anything they do for him, and by the amount that he used to 
squeeze out of them in many dilferent Avays. 

I'he Pashas as a class, of course, dislike the English, as they, even more than the 
Sheikhs, have suifered in poAier of doing harm and of oppressing the people. 
Formerly a Pasha’s canals were cleared by the corvee befori' any one else’s, and any 
bit of AVork he Avanted doru' AA'as Avrought up at tin' “ GadAval,” and called a “A\ork of 
])iiblic utility,” and as .such done by the corvee, Noav, all private canals are struck olf 
the lists, and if the oAA'uers Avaut thi'in cleared they have to fiay for the elearanei's. 

I do not think tin' Pasha’s ojiinions need be eonsideri'd in this note; it goes 
witliont saying that they dislike the English, AvbateA’i'r tln'v may profess. 

'I'he fellah, in his dull Avay, docs, 1 helievi', liki' tiie Ihiglish rule; not the 
Engli.sh as English, for f do not believe tlnit tin' great mass of the ])(' 0 ])li' can 
ri'cognize any dillerence between English, l'’reneh, lt;ili;ins, or any other jmri'ly 
Jhiropean nation. 'I’hi'y do, howi'Vi'r, si'i' that the ](r('senl Administration has given 
them great relief; they have no gratitude, that virtm- having bei'ii omifb'd from the 
Arab character, but they do, though, as 1 say, in a dull, dim, sort of way, appreciate that 
they have much easier times noAV than they used to have. This thi'v knoAV they owe 
to the presi'nt foreign (lovcrnment; tlii'y an' told that the English rule the country, 
and, therefori', do aseribi' tln'se bi'iicllts to them; but I do not think that the name 
of Englishman means much mori' to the average fellah than that of Frenehman 
AA'ould do. 'I'lieir general fei'ling as to Avliat is being doin' for tlii'in is, f think, rather 
bewilderment, and may, 1 think, Ix' fairly ('xpn'ssed by Avhat some of them told a 
merchant in Dahbalia Avith reference to our works, “that avc Avore up.setting the 
Avorldthey don’t understand what is being doin', but they feel they have better 
times than they iisf'd to have, and are ph'ased, though not grati'ful. 

One point regarding the English 1 have heard them notice very often, and always 
Avith astonishment, and that is, that tho Englishman geni'rally never interferes Avith, 
or ti’ies to get hold of, their Avomen. They do contrast, him in this way Avith other 
nations, and particularly Avith the (iri'ck and tin' Erenehman. They Avill talk about 
this freely, and look upon it as a pi'culiarity of the English race, and 1 helieve they do 
appreciate this, even though they cannot understand it. 

Another point on Avhich they Avill speak freely', and on which both Sheikhs and 
fellahei'n are unanimous, is, in hating and detesting 'I'urkish riili'. 1 do not mean that 
they detest the Turk as a Turk; both being ^Muslims, I believe they prefer him 
personally to a European: tliey liaA'c, hoAvever, a horror and fear of being again 
governed by the Turk. It is too recent for them to have forgotten it, and the 
Sheikhs knoAv Avell that, under the ’rnrk, none of their property is safe to them; their 
women, their land, and their money Avould bi' all liable to he seized: they av ill tell 
many tales of Turkish tyranny' and oppression ; liow' as, in oiu' instance, a Sheikli 
related a Bey came to his village and stayed there until he had had almost every 
AA'oman in tho village brought to him; he being a (lovernment otlicial, they did not 
dare to refuse him what he wauti'd: tlu'v will also tell n "y tales of Iioav the kourhasli 
was used to I'xtract money from them. 

I am sure they unite and are sinceri' in dreading Turkish rule, and yet paradoxical 
as it may' seem, aa'ch' it to be put to tlu' voti' of the country generally, whether they 
Avould have the'J'urks back to govern them, or remain under English rule, I should 
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not l)c the least surprised were they to vote for the Turk! This would bo eaused 
solely by religious feeling, but I am eortaiu of one thing, let them try the Turk again 
for one year, and at the end of that time they would, if they could, implore the English 
to return. 

There arc two classes of people in this country whom all unite in hating, Pasha, 
Slicikh, and fellah alike; those arc the Syrian and the Greek: there is no doubt 
whatever of their sincerity here. It is not surprising; a very large portion of the best 
land in the country has passed and is still passing into their hands. In all the larger 
towns, you will find the richest men and the largest land-owners arc the Greeks and 
the Syrians. Of course, they have acquired this land by lending money at most 
usurious interest on mortgages on the land, but their practices in acquiring the land 
would hardly bear inspection in a civilized country. When a Greek lends an Arab 
money, say lOZ., he will take a receipt fi-om him for 20/., saying nothing in this receipt 
of the rate of interest he charges, so it would be very difficult for any Law Court to 
check this, and say his rate of interest was too high. The native Tribunals assist 
these men greatly in their malpractices, as of course tluiv arc able to bribe heavily, 
and do. In their favour is to be said that, when an Arab borrows money, he does so 
with the firm and fixed intention of never repaying it, and he will use every means in 
his power to avoid doing so. 

However, if they arc united upon one point it is in intense hatred of tliesc two 
classes, and I ought to add the Jew. As an Egyptian land-owner said to me the other 
day, “ There are two Avorms in this country far Avorsc than the cotton Avorm: one is 
the Sviian and the other the Greek, and those tAA'o Avorms are gradually ('ating up our 
country.” I am convinced this is the general feeling, and Arabi knew this Avell and 
Avorked upon it, as any similar agitator would again. 

As rather against Avhat I said about the fellah not recognizing the diflerence 
betAveen English and h^ronch, &c., an Englishman told me the other day that he aaus 
riding through a village, and Avas assailed with the usual abuse by the boys and small 
cdiildrcn; ho heard one of the IShiekhs say, “Don’t do that, he is an Inglese,” and 
made them stop. Another Englishman told me that, on passing a village, and being 
called names, he rode up and asked them Avhy they did so; the Sheikhs replied, 

“ Excuse the children, they didn’t knoAV you Avere an Englishman; they thought you 
Avere only a ‘Nasrani’ (Christian) 1” This is rather comic, their using it as a com- 
plimentary distinction that an Englishman Avas not a Christian! 

Both the above instances, Avhich I believe to be perfectly true, show that they do, 
to a certain extent, separate Englishmen from other nations in their minds: I do not, 
however, think that the fellaheen in general do, though the Sheikhs may. 

One more point. I think the. Arabs distinguish the Ihiglish by, i.e., their straight¬ 
ness, I mean that tliey tell the truth. I do not think tlu'y look upon this as a virtue, 
merely as an eccentricity; but they certainly do believe in an Englislunan’s word. 
They have a proverb Avhieli they often use, Avheii AAUshing to say that a man can be 
trusted: “ lie says yes and no like an Englishman.” I think, too, they do not believe 
that Englishmen as a rule can be bribed: this again they do not look upon as a virtue, 
rather as foolishness, but I am sure they rceognize it as part of the English character. 

As far as I kiioAV, not one Englishman in the Irrigation De})artment has ever 
been olfered a su.spicion of a bribe; this is not from any knowledge of our characters 
personally, as they kiunv nothing whatever about us. I mention the Irrigation 
Department as the one I knoAV best, and also because, seeing hoA\' im})ortant the Avater 
sup])ly is to an Arab, and AA'hat a dilTerenee it may make to him Avhether the planks 
in a certain regulator arc taken out or put in, and the level of Avater cousetiuently 
loAvered or raised, and seeing that the regulation is entirely in our hands, I think it 
must shovr that they consider bribes thrown away on an Englishman; that they have 
never olfered one to any one, either in the form of money, or in any shape Avhateyer. 

I think, too, their conruleuco is increasing ; they come lorAvard AA'ith their Eetitions 
personally noAV much more than they used to do; and even the fellaheen do this. 
I noticed this eoniideuce particularly at the Agricultural Council we hold yearly at 
Zagazig to discuss what is to be done‘in the way of irrigation Avorks during the ensuing 
year. All the Sheikhs come to this, and all are alloAved to speak freely and gHe their 
opinions. 

Three year-ago it took the better part of five days to get through this Council, and 
it Avas one conlinual light and Avranglo among the Sheikhs themselves. 

Last year it only took three days to do; A\diile this year I finished the uffiolo thing, 
i.e., settled the lAork for the three provinces, in one day. There Avas very little 
discussion, though all the Sheikhs Avere present, and each were invited to speak if they 
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wanted to. I think this shows a growing confidence in our measures, and that they 
are more content to await tlu' results of these measures than they were before, even 
though they don’t understand them. 

I may say here that I am sure that the publication of an English newspaper in 
Arabic, as has been lately done, is one of the best things that has yet been attempted 
for giving the natives a fair idea of what the English arc trying to do. They get most 
of their ideas from the Amrnacular papers, which are read in almost every village ; and 
before the jmblishing of this paper they only heard one side, and that, as a rule, 
against the English. Xow they Avill hear both sides, and that must be a good thing. 

2. As regards sympathy with Arabi Pasha, I do not believe that among the 
Sheikhs^ and fellaheen he has any sympathisers wliatcAm’ (though he may have among 
the Pasha class), lor the simple reason that iu' failed, and is noAV doAA'u. 

An Arab has no syinpatliy Avhatevcr with any one Avho fails, or is out of favour; 
and, consequently, I do not think that Arabi has any friends among the fellaheen, 'fbey 
talk of him Avith (‘ontempt and as a fool; but, at the same time, Avere he to return 
and have any success, he Avould have as large a following as ever. And the same 
would be the case Avith any one of the sanu' sort aaIio shouTd any power of being 
stronger than the existing Covernment at tb(' tinu', and Avho kneiv hoAV to Avork upon 
the feelings of the fellah regardinu- his debts and bis hatred of the Creek and Syrian, 
as Arabi iindoul)tedly did know how to do. 

As lA'gavds their I ceding toAvards the present Khedive, I do not think it is verv 
strong cither way. They don’t, I think, feel any great respect for him, but they do not 
dislike him. They talk of him always as a “good man,” but say little more. For an 
Arab really to like a ruler, ho must at the sanu' time fear him. 

Far diib'ri'nl is tbi' Avay in Avhich tlu'v talk of the ex-KliediA'c Ismail. It is easy 
to see Avith Avhal a Avbolesome fear In* inspired tlunn; tlu'v profe.ss to dislike him, and 
I believe they are sincere wbi'ii they say they do ; but let him return, and the whoh' 
country Avould greet him Avith acclamations, simply because the fear of him is still 
present with them. 

J. As to Avhat would happen were we to leave tlie country, it is dinicult, I may 
say im])Ossible, to got at tlu' Arab feeling on a (picstiou like' this. 1 don’t think they 
(I mean tlu' villagers) have formed any opinions whatever about it, or that they even 
think about it. i am sure they do not conspire or form any plan. They Avould simply 
carry out the wislu's and ideas of any person strong enough to Avork them up into 
doing anything, Avhetlu'r revolt, or massacre, or both. They are easy tools, but not 
capable of conspiring themselves. 

My own firm bi'lief is, and I knoAv it, is shared by almost every huropc'an in the 
provinces, that the Jhiglish army leaving Egy])t Avould lead to an almost exact 
repetition of the scenes of 1882, that is, another Arabi, and more massacres of the 
Christians in the provunces. 

I do not thiidv this .state of things Avould at once fidlow the evacuation, as the 
Arabs''are a slow-thinking and slow-moving jieople. It might possibly take tivo years 
or so, but that it would come I am certain ; and all we are doing to ameliorate the 
condition of the tellah Avould only accelerate it, as tlu' tendency of all our beiu'lits is to 
make him less snbmissiAm and afmid of those in poAver. I do not think he is by 
nature very fanatical; he is too easy-going and too lazy ; but all his training tends to 
make him so, and the fanaticism is there, dormant, and ready to spring foi'th Avith any 
encouragement. All his training and bringing up tends to keep this hatri'd of the 
Christian alive. 

At this presi'iit time, in most villages in the provinces, oven where one is well • 
knoAvn, one is greeted Avith abuse by the children, called “ son of a dog” and “ son of 
a pig,” and very frc'quently stones an' throAvn at one. Their favourite and commonest 
song is a filthy and obscene rhyme about tin' Christian. It is true it is only the 
children who do this, but it shows hoAv they an' trained and brought up; and though 
their elders nevi'r join in this abuse, yet they aauII sit by and listen to it ulthout ever 
attempting to cheek it. Though, as 1 have said, I do not think the fellah is by nature 
very fanatical, yet ho is brought up from a child to hate and desiiise the Christian, 
aiul remove the restraining poAvi'r of a strong Government, Avhich means the English 
army: it Avould take very little to fan his fanatieism into a (lame that Avould certainly 
result in massacres of Eurojieans in the district. 

There arc a great number of pc'ople in the larger towns Avho do their best to ki'op 
this feeling alive, so as to be ready Avbeu the time may come; and I am certain that wi'W' 
the English to leave the country the events of 1882 would repeat themselves, though 
perhaps not at once. 

[684] 
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4f. As to the state of the people in general, I have no hesitation in saying, and I 
am sure every one who knows the provinces well will agree with me, that the state of 
the fellah generally is far more prosperous than it was three years ago. 

He has few burdens now except the maladministration of justice and unfair 
taxation. He is not now obliged to work in the corvee except in a very light (h'gree, 
and next year he will not he obliged to work at all; he cannot be beaten witli the 
kourbash, he has water almost everywliere in abundance at all seasons, and he can, if 
he eliooses, get a fair price for his daily labour from almost any contractor, lie is 
richer too, as his crops are better assured, and, owing to the higher level at which 
water is now delivered, he does not require to work his “ sakia ” for anything like tlu' 
time he used to have to do, and, consequently, his eaithi last him better. 

Very much remains to be done for him, but he is undoubtedly much better otf now 
than iie used to be, and he knows this, and knows that it is the present Administration 
tliat has done this for him, even though the English may be only a name to him. 

At the same time, I do not think his character is at all improved by prosperity; 
he “cannot stand corn,” and is apt when he waxes fat to kick. He is much move 
insolent in his manner than liefore, and, I tliink, would l)e much more ready to ris(' 
against authority than he used to be. 

I expect the Slicikhs and Pashas feel tliis change more than any one, and they 
must, I tliink, curse the English in their liearts for being the cause of it. 

I’lie more I see of the fellah, the more I am eonvincod that be is far better olV, 
considering what his wants are, than the agricultural laboiwer in almost any country 
in the world. Starvation is quit(‘ unknown in Egypt; he never has to consider where 
he will get a meal for the following day. Owing to the temperate climate his wants 
as regards clothes are few, and he always has enough, though it may only be a 
“galabieh.” He always has a roof of some sort to cover him. He does not drink. 
He never docs one stroke more work than he chooses to do. He generally has lobaeei* 
1o smoke. He has no education; and, wdiat he considers the greatest necessity of all, 
he always has a woman of some sort, whether wife or mistress. 

I think there are very many poor in England, Scotland, or Ireland, or in any 
European country, who W'ould gladly change places wdth the fellah. 

In conclusion, I would say that what you said to mo, that Ibe more w(' did for 
the country the more ditlicult it Avould be for us to leave it, is one of the facts I bat 
impress one the more oue goes about and kno'ws the people, and the longer one sta^\ s 
in tlu' country. 

Even though the people did not rise let our Government be withdrawm, and 1 
think it is no ('xaggeration to say that in tliree months’ time everything wo had done 
would be uj)set, and all the abuses would come in again as though they had nevt'r Ix'en 
((Mnj)orarily suspended. 

I think myself they would rise, not perhaps against the Government, but 
against the Christian. There is no such thing as public o])inion in this country, ami 
fluu’e would iK'ver, 1 think, be any combination beforehand, but there i.s a very strong 
force always ready in tlicir religious feelings and fanaticism. Every day Ave stop in 
the <-ountry will make it harder for the fellah if we eventually leave it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) AV. E. GAIISTIN. 


T^o. 55. 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—{Received May 31.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, May 30, 1S88, 

THE Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s ’rrcasury have had before them 
Sir Philip Currie’s letter of the 30th ultimo, further on the subject of the advances made 
from Imperial funds on behalf of Luptou Bey, now a prisoner in the Soudan ; and 1 am 
to re([uest that you will inform the Secretary of State that my liords, in view of the 
representations made therein, do not propose under present eircumstaneos to press their 
suggestion that the Egyptian (Jovernment should be asked to hand over toller Majesty’s 
Government the GOO/. repre.senting arrears of .salary which are admittedly due to Luptou 
Bey in order that it may be held against the advance which Her Majesty’s Government 
have made. 

I am, SiC. 

(Signed) AV. L. JACKSON. 
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No. 56. 

Foreign Office to Mr. A. B. IVylde. 

Foreign Office, May 31, 1888. 

I AAI directed by the Alarquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the iGth instant, and to state to you, in reply, that, according to information 
received in this Department, there is no reason to suppo^e that Shenawi Bey carnes on a 
Traffic in Slaves. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) P. CEIUIIE. 


No. 57. 


Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received June t.) 

(No. 205.) 

My Lord, 

I HAA"E the honour to inclose herewith copy 
l(lris-el-Nur at Suakin, which has been communicated 
Grenfell. 


ol a 
to me 


Cairo, May 27, 1888. 
tatement by a certain 
by General Sir Francis 


'Phe Report states, as your LuiaLhip will observe, that tlie child of M. llansal, late 
Austrian Consul at Khartoum, and four members of tbe Soudan Mission, wore hrought, 
amongst others, by Abu Girgeh to Handoub from Kassala. 1 do not consider that 
implicit contidence should be attached to this man’s statement. I have, howe\er, 
commimicated its contents to ATgr. Sogaroand to M_. de AVass, the Acting Austrian Consul- 
General, through Mr. Consul Cook.son at .Mexandria. 

T have, &e. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inelosure in No. 57. 

.‘^talement of Idrls’cE^ ur, a Dongolairi, JonnerJy sen ant to ^Ir. fjotnbroso, Postmastei at 
Khartoum. {This man was recognized by ^[arcol)oli Bey.) 

ABU GIRGEH has been wishing to move the force to 'Pokar, .ind intends, in any 
<'ase, going there himself. But Osman Digna r(']»lied that he had been given authoiity 
to do what he thought best; and he considered it better to stay at Handoub, and that il 
Abu Girgeh goes "to 'Pokar he must go by himself, and no dervish should leave 

Handoub. rr , ■ 

Abu Girgeh brought with him from Kassala the child ol M. llansal, the Austrian 
Consul at Kiiartoum, as well as the lollowing: Id Hammli, clerk in the Pieasuiy at 
Khartoum: Alohamed Osman, clerk in the Aludirieh; and two other Go\ermnent 
enndoyes; the two servants of Alarcopoli Bey, who are now Alukaddam and riinir ol 
Gibiidiych rcspcctivclv, and (iiidio \uscl, ^luria, and lionedotta, troni the Mission. 
Suakin, May 12,‘l888. 


No. 58. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.— {Received June 7.) 

Admiralty, June 5, 18SH. 

I AAI commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to forward, for the 
information of the Si'cretai'y ol State lor loridgn .\Hairs, a copy of a h'tier reei.'ived 
from Commander Neville, ol Hi'r ATajesly s .-.hii) ‘ Dolphin, dab'd the ind Maj, 1888, 
reiiorting the movements ol Her AIajest^\ s ships in tlm Leal 8eu, and tlu; reemit pio- 
eoedings^taken against the rebels in the mnghbourhood of Suakin. 

” ' I am, i^e. 

(Signed) EVAN AIACGREGOR. 
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Inclosurc in No. 58. 

Commander Neville to Admiral His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. 

Sir, "Dolphin,” at Suakin, May 2, 18b8. 

I TTAVE the honour to report to your Hoyal Highness that since my last general 
lei ter, dated the 18th April, 1888, the following have heon the movements of Her 
Majesty’s ships:— 

Tlie “ llaecr ” left for Suez on the 19th April; sailing orders inclosed. 

The “ Dolphin ” and “ Alhacore ” remain for the defence of the port. 

On the 21st April, a party of rchel horsemen made a raid on the cattle on the 
south sid(! of the town, where th.ey killed tAvo shc])herds and carried olV two Avomcn ; 
they afterwards came round to the Avest side, AAdiere they had a hand-to-hand engagt'- 
nu'ut AA’ith some of tlu' I'riendlii's, AAnunding one severely ; he has since died. 

Wo tired three Shrapnel shell, Avhich drove them oll‘. 

The rebels had hec'u in the habit of coming down at night close to the Avater-forts, 
and from very good shcltei', considerably annoying the garrison Avith their rifle Are. 
On the 22nd avc assisted the military to lay an observation mine at that spot; it av.m^ 
exploded tluit same night. 

It is impossible to tell the result, as they always carry off their killed and wounde'd; 
hut tlu' body of one' man was found some AA'ay out in the desert, and there Avere evident 
signs of several others being hit. 

On the 25th tlu' rehds came at night to pull up sleepers from the raihvay about 
2,500 yards from tlu' ship ; finding this continued, ^vc laid a mediauical mine, arranged 
to explode' Avlven th(' nc'xt sleeper A\as rcmoA'C'd. 

A gun loaded n illi Shrapnel A\as also laid on the sjwt; at 8-50 r.M. oir tlu* 27th the 
mine explodt'd, and three rounds wore rapidly tired at the sjiot. 

'rh(' next day avc found uumistakahh' cA'idence that a number of men had been 
hit, a cainc'l tlu'y had left Ix'hind being captured. 

The ship Ix'ing in ti'lcphonic communication Avith tlu' forts, Ave have been able to 
mahe several A'cry dVective' shots at night, all distances being accurately knoAvn. 

Sheik Aim tiirg('h has arriAX'il Avilh his reinforcements from Ivassala: if an attack 
is made, it is thought it avUI take place before llamadan, Avhich begins on the 
12th instant. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) G. NEVILLE. 


No. 59. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received June 8, 4'10 r.M.) 

(No. 95.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, June 8, 1888. 

i'’OLLt)lVIN(i fi’om Cookson ;— 

“Sir E. Vinec'iil tells nu' that Nuhar I’asha is out, and that lliaz I’asha has been 
sent for. 'Will a on come here r” 

1 am entirely unaAAurc of the immediate' cause of this crisis. I go to Alexandria 
this evening. 


No. 00. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.‘~^(Received June 9, 1 r.M.) 

(No. 90.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, June 9, 1888, 11'40 a.m. 

1 SAW the Ivhedivc late last night. It appears that, at and after a meeting of 
Council on 'I'hursday evening, he had some high Avords Avith Nuhar I’asha about certain 
changi's Avhieh ilu' hitter wished to introduce into theEinancial Department, and AA'hich 
the Khedive opposed. Hut the [r Khedive] exiilained to me that this Avas only one of 
a series of events Avhieh had led him to dismiss Nuhar Pasha. He complained of 
Nubar’s constant intrigues, impracticability of temper, and disrespectful attitude to 
himself. He especially instanced a case of minor importance on its own merits, in 
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which Nuhar Pasha, after having openly agreed to the vicAv of Financial Department, 
secretly advised the Khi'diAT to A’cto it. He pointed out that itAvas impossible to work 
the machine of Covernment in Egypt in this spirit. He said that Nuhar’s nath'e 
colleagues Avcrc much discontented Avith luin. Ho gave me a translation of the letter 
he had addres.sod to Nuhar signifying his dismissal. 

Eiaz Hashn has accepted the task of forming a Ministry. 

The situation is not one which for the moment appears to require any very 
activ'c adA'ice or 'nterference on my ])art ; hut T mentioned to the IvhcdiA'i' that, 
as Eiaz A\a.s Minister at the time of the Dual Control, it might he as well that he 
should fully realize the changed nature of the ])rosent situation. The relations hetA\a'cn 
Her lyfaji'sty’s Government and thi' French Government Avere most friendly, as also 
Avere my I’clations Avith the Fri'iieh Consul-Gi'in'ral; hut, under existing circumstances, 
it must he clearly undi'rstood that thi' intliu'uce of ih'r Majesty’s Government must 
he paramount in ]'ii^,\])t, and could not he shari'd Avith any other GoA'crument, hoAvever 
friendly. His Highness fully aeav'-d, ami '■aid that I'iaz quiti' undi'rstood this. 

The French Con.sul-Gi'ucral, a\ ith A\hom 1 travelled to Alexandria yesterday, is 
cA'idi'ntly much pleased at the prospect of Hi;i/,'s assuming office. 


No. 01. 

Sir E. Baring to ihr Marquis of Salisbm y.—(Received by telegraph, June 9.) 

(No. 220. J'vi. 90.) 

My' Lord, Alexandria, June 9, 1888 

AVITH reference to ni} telegram No. 95 of yesterday, I have the honour to report 
that, upon my arrival at Alexandria last night, 1 Avas at once received in audience by the 
Khedive. 

It aiipeam that al, and alter a meeting of the Council of Ministers on ’riuirsday 
morning. Hi' Highness had some high words nith Nuhar I’aslia about certain changes 
Avhich the latter wished to introduce into the l-'inancial Department, and which the 
KhediA’o opposed. His Highness e.'vplained io me, howe\ci, that this was only one of a 
series of e\ents which had Jed him to di'iuiss Nuhar Pasha I'rom ollice. He comidained 
of Nuhar Pasha’s constant intrigues, impracticahle temper, and disrespectful attitude to 
himself. He especially instanced n case, of minor impoitanee on its own merits, in 
which Nuhar Pasha, alter having openly agreed to tiie \iew of the Pinancial Department, 
secretly advised him to veto if. He pointed oui iii.it it was im])ossible to Avork the 
machine of Government in Egypt in this spirit. He further said that Nuhar Pasha’s 
natiAO colleagues were much (li.sconteuted with him. His Ilighnc'S then gave me a 
translation of the letter, copy of which is inclosi'd hercAvilh, which he had addro.ssed to 
Nuhar Pasha signifying his ilismissal. 

Eiaz Pasha has accepted the task ol ioiming a .'dini'try. 

'I'lie situation is not one which, for the moment, aiipears to rcijuire any very active 
advice or interference on my part, hut I mentioned to the KhediA'o that as liiaz Pasha 
liad been Minister al the lime of the Dual Control, it might he as well that he should 
fully realize the changed nature of the present situation. The relations between Her 
Majesty’s GoAernment and ihe French Government Avere most friendly', as also Avere my 
relations with the French Consul-General; hut under existing circumstances it must be 
clearly understood that the intluence of Her Majesty’s Government must he paramount 
in Egypt, and could not be shaied with any other Government however friendly. His 
Highness fully agreed, and said that Eiaz Pasha quite understood this. 

Count d’Aubigny, with whom 1 travelled to Alexandria yesterday, is eiidently much 
pleased at the prospect of Ilia/. Pasha assuming otlice. 

I have had the honour to telegraph the above information to your Lordship this 
morning. 

I havi', Ac. 

(Signed) F. BAKING, 
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Inclosure in No. 61. 

His Highness the Khedive to Nubar Pasha. 

Excellence, Alexandria, June 8,1888. 

APRfiS I’incident tres regrettable qui s’est produit bier, en la presence de vos 
collegues, a la suite du Conseil tenu sous ma presidcnce, ct vu le desaccord qui s’est 
manifesto entre moi et votre Excellence, au sujet de questions do la plus haute mipor- 
tance, je crois de raon devoir de vous I'aire connaitre que je me trouve dans I’impossibilite, 

a mon "rand regret, de vous maintenir plus longtcmps dans vos fonctions. 
a mon ^ranu MEilMMET TEWFIK. 


No. 62. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.— (Received June 10, 11’45 A.M.) 

(Telegrapbic.) Alexandria, June 10, 1888. 

EIAZ PASHA lias constituted his Ministry. 


No. 03. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—[Received June 11.) 

E 

(No. 209. Secret.) . 

My Lord, _ Cairo, Jii/ie 2, 1888. 

YOU 11 Lordship is aivaro that when Count d Auhigny canu' here the strongest 
assurances Avere giv(‘n of the desire of the French Government to Avork cordij^ly lyith 
Her Majesty’s (jovernnn'iit with respect to all minor matters connected AVith Egyptian 

^ lam happy lo say that my personal relations Avith Count d’Auhigny have hccu 
tixcellcnt. J inust also do him the credit to say that, so far as I have been abb to 
iudge, his altitude has been very conciliatory. He has certainly done nothing 
to aggravate any local dilVerences Avhich may have arisen betAveen the English and 

French authorities in Egypt. rf e . 

But whatever may be Count d’Aubigny s personal views, I fear, from all 1 have 
liecn able to ascertain, that there is little ehange in the general attitude of the French 
Government in eonnection Avith Egyptian allairs. , . . 

As an instance of the accuracy of this assertiou, I venture to draw your Lordship s 
attention to Avhat has recently occurred in connection Avith the Decree tor tlie crcation 
of the reserve fund (see iiiy despatch No. 103 of the ttli March last). This Decree 
was approved by the Commissioners of the Debt, and all the Great I oAvers, except 
France and Bussia, havi; expressed their adhesion to it. A short time ^ article 
appeared in the “ Journal des Ddbats,” strongly eritieizing the Decree. This article 
Avas no doubt Avritten or inspired by M. de Blignieres, avIio is a great personal Iriend 
of M. Charnies. 1 noAV learn from a very trustAVorthy source, not only that the 
French Government is disposed to refuse its adhesion to the Decree, but also that 
a note Avas communicated to the French Ambassadors at Vienna and Berlin sonicAAEut 
in the sense of the article in the “ Journal des Debats.” Strong represcirtations Avero 
made bv the French Ambassadors at both these Courts to induce the Gerinau and 
Austrian Governments to oppose the Decree. These representations Averc, m both 
hustLees, unproductive of rcsiilt, and I am informed that M ^ 

told that evem if the German Government had not already adhered to the Ueciec they 
would certainly do so, as they considered the arguments in its favour (^nclusive. 

1 should add that I understand that M. le Chevalier, the Ireiieh Comraissiouei ol 
the Caisse, has been blamed by his Government bn- so readily eonseuting to this 
1 ecree. 'I'liis is possibly one of the reasons which make M. Ic Chevalier particularly 
obstructive as re^ls the Professional Tax and tlu' Stamp LaAvs. Ihesi* two sub.jects 

have noAV been under discussion by the Commissioners uf )h^' Caissc loi some Avlule, 

but, so lar as 1 am abb* to judge, theiv is at ])resent hut little prospect of unanimity 
amongst the Commissioners, and still h'ss jirosiieet (d the tamelusious at which ley 

inav perliaiis arrive being accepted by the Egy])tian Govermnent. 

‘ ^ i have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BAlllNG. 
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No. Ot. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received June 11.) 

(No. 211.) 

My Lord, Cairo, June 2, 1888. 

AVITII reference to my des])atch No. 370 of the 21st Juni', 1887, I haA'(^ the 
honour to transmit herc'with copy of tin' .ludgment delivered by the iMixed Court, of 
Appeal at Alexandria eontirming the diicision of the Court of First Instanee Avith 
regard to thi' claim brought against the Egyptian Government by certain Greek oAvners 
of liquor shops at Assouan. 

The satisfactory conclusion come to Avith ri'gard to this action is in great measure 
due to the ability shown by M. Dilberoglou in conducting the case befor(' the 
Tribunals. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BALING. 


Inclosure in No. 61. 

Judgment. 

ATTENDU quo e’est a bon droit et par une saine appreciation d('s fails et 
circonslances de la cause que le Tribunal a rojeto los demandes de Pythagoras Chion 
(et consorts); 

Qu’il y a lieu de confirmer le Jugement par adojition de motifs; 

Attendu qnc e’est a tort que le Tribunal du Cairo a sursis a statuer snr la di'inaiide 
d’Ange Limbeos jnsqu’a plus amide instanee ; 

(^ue le nial foude de cetlc di'inande basee, aux termes do I’acte introduetif 
d’iiistance, siir les dommages qui seraient resultes pour le demandeur de la demolition 
de son cafe a Assouan (200/.) de la pt'rti' de ragenei'UKMit du eafe c't di's niarehandi'-.es 
qui s’y troiiAvaiimt (200/.) id fondeede j)lus snr I’indemnite irime livre sti'rling ])our frais 
de sejonr et autres a partir du jour des aeti's dommageablcs jusqu'a la solution 
deiiiiitive du litige, resulto des fails et cireonstanccs de la cause, aiiisi que des pi6ecs 
au dossier; 

Attendu en ee qui eoncerne specialemimt h's dommages reclamds par Ang(! 
Limbeos, on raison de la preteudue piadi' de marehandises, di' la pretendui' jierte do 
son commerce et de rindinunite d’une livri' par jour qui lui si'rait due jusipi’a la 
solution du litige, que h' .IiigiMuimt altaipie, dans si's motifs que la Cour adopte (*t 
qui sout api)lieables a Ange Limbeos, a I’egard des chefs de demande sus-iudiqnds, 
dtablit, a snllisanee de droil, que la fi'rnieliu'i' des debits de lioisson a Assouan, ainsi 
que les pertes qui out jm en resulter pour leurs proiirietaires, iie sauralent, dans les 
conditions dans lesquolles la fermeture a en lieu, a diligence do rautorite militaire 
Anglaise, par les Agents du GouAernement figyptien et dans les conditions dans 
lesquelles les pretendues jicrtes se si'nient ])rodui1es, engager la responsabilite de ee 
dernier; 

Attendu en co qui coneerue les dommages qui seraient resultes ])our Ango 
Limbeos de la ddmolition de son eale, que ces dommages ne sauraient pas davantage 
engager la responsabilite du dit Gouvernement soil que eetto demolition ait eu lieu 
par lo fait des xVgents du Gouvernement a la suite des mesures eontre les debitants do 
boissons, soil qu’il y ait dte proeede par I’antorite nulitaire Anglaise a I’oeeasiou des 
travaux de construction du ([uai a Assouan, du moment qu’il resulte des piiVes du 
dossier que le cafe dont s’agit a etc eonstruit par Ange Limbeos sans autorisation 
prealable siir une parlie d’une place publique d’Assouan par lui usurpec ; qu’il resulte, 
d’aillenrsj des eonstatations faites par I’evpert judieiaire, que I’etablissement d’Ange 
Limbeos, oA'alue en dehors de son ageneement a 200/. par son proprietaire, n’;ivait 
qu’une valeiir de F. T. 420 et consistait dans une guerite, adosseo aux murs de la 
Za])tieh d’Assouan et de la maison oeeiqiee jiar Anarghiros Limbeos, fcrniee du eOtd 
de la place })ubli(iue par uiu' mar ('ii brif|iies erues, ('iitourei; d’une palissadi' grossierc! 
et couAwto avoc des debris de vieilles caissi- en bois; 

Qu’il y a lieu, en eonse(pienee de reformer Mir ra]'n<'l principal d’Angi' Lindieos 
et snr I’ajipel incident du Gouvi'rneineiit Lgyptien le .! ugemi'iit (lu 20 Juin, I'''S7, et 
de rejeter d’ores et deja la demande d’Ange Limbeos; 

Attendu que h's apiielants se sont homes a deniander uii renvoi, sans prmiilre d(! 
coiielu i • ■'•'.'■■nd; 
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Par CCS motifs : 

ytatuant jiar dofaiit des aj^pclants, fautc d( condure, Ics ddclare mal fondos en 
lour a])pcl ot los rcjette; 

(’’aisaiit droit, au contraire, a I’appcl incident du Gouvcrncmcnt ct retbrmant, 
quant a re, le Jugcinent du IVibuiial du Cain' du 20 Juiu, 1887, debouto Ant'c 
Limbeos do sa demande ci Ic condainnc sMlIdaii'canait aA'cc ics autres a])pclants aux 
frais do Pn'miorc Instance ct d’Ai)pcl; 

I’axo a P. 1,000 ics lionoraircs d(' la dcrciiso du Gouverneuaent dcA’ant la Couv; 

Pi'onoucc Ic 2S .\\ ril, 18.^''“'. 

Xo. <i5. 

a8/?' E. lEtr'nig to the ]S[ar(jiiis of Salisbury. — {Received June 11.) 

(No. 212.) 

My Lord, Cairo, June 2, 1888, 

r I L\ \^E the lionour to inclose copy of a .Memorandum prepared l)y Mr. Clarke, in 
Aviiicl) a coni])arison is instituted l)ctneon the present condition of tlic agricultural 
population of tlgypt and their condition under the rule of Ismail I’asha. 

Mr. Clarke has carefully studied this subject, and I venture to think that Ids 
observations will be read with interest. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. PAPING. 

Inclosure in No. 05. 

Mrorirandum hij Mr. V. S. Ciarhe. 

CONSIDEPTXG the important ])olitical ('veut'^ ami radical administrative changes 
wliicli liave taken |)lace in au essentially agrieultur.d country like Egypt in the last ten 
or lifteen years, it may not. 1 ilduk, he witlmul interest to endeavour to trace what has 
been during that period the improvemcid in the condition of the fellalieen. 

4’ln' enormous increase of the couutiy’s debt brought on hy the reckless t'\lravagancc 
of Isma'il I’aslia, the interference of the I’ovcisto j)i'eveut total batd<ruplcy, the deposition 
of the late Khedive, the accession of'rc'wlilc Pasha, tlu' institution of the dual control, the 
rc'volution under Arabi, aiitl the British occuiiatiou of the country, all followed in cjuick 
succession, and atl'ec'led the condition of tiu' i'ellah.cen :ibn\(. that of all other classes of 
society. 

In order to trace nbat improvement has taken ])lace, I pro])ose to exandm'first the 
condition of the peasant during the last few years of [sniad I’asha’s reign, and then to 
r.ote, a> consecutively and as brielly as possible, the \arioiu measures of reform wldcli 
have been passed, with a view to anu'lioratiug the comlitior. of the fellah, and to relieving 
him of the burdens wbich so heavily op])ressed him. 

'I'he I'aels which I have collected on this subject ai'e all contained in the numerous 
ofTicial documents drawn up I’or the Egyptian Government at the time of the Gom- 
mission of Impdry, the r( ports of tin' routrolU'rs-General. and the various reports and 
despatches which have from linn to time l)e(‘n addressed to the Foreign Olliee by 
Her Majesty’s P('])resentati\e- in Ibis eounlrv. 'fo tlicsc facts I have added sucli 
information as 1 have been aide to obtain from other sources, and more es])ecially such as 
has been furnished nu' by the kindness of Sir E. Vincent, Yacoub Artin Pasha, 
M. Uabino, &c. 

In order to undcrsta)nl more clearly the condition of tlie fellaheen during the last 
lew years of Ismail Pasha’s reign, it is necessai v to give a brief narrative up to that date 
of the tenure of laud in Eg\pt. and of the various Ministerial decisions, enactments, and 
Decrees successively issueil with regard to taxation in this country.* 

According to IMussulman law all kbaradji lands, that is, lands held from tl»c State 
on payment of rent (kharadjii. w('re the propert\ of the “■ Beit-el-lMal,” or “Public 
Domain.” 

The cultivators had, therefore, merely the usufruct. The right of inheritance did 
not exist, hut the law gave preference to the heirs of a deceased holder if they were in a 
position to pay the taxes. 

'I'he documents relating to the assessment of the land revenue prior to 1840 atford 

♦ “ sur los ilm iinients. rolatif.s a I’lnipot Fonclor," [.'•.• lloutrosi Itey Gliali. “ Itiglit of Landed 

J’roporty in V.aiuib .Xniii I’.i'lia. 


hut little information on the subject. Tt would appear, however, F.at the laud ta.x in 
1824 was fixed at from 00 to TO piastres a feddan, that the p.’ofessioual tax was added to 
the land tax before the year 1834, and that an increase of taxation occurred in 1830. 
A Decree enacting certain measures with regard to the mortgaging of lands and to the 
ta.xation of the produci' was iN'^ued in 1840. and was amended in 1854. By this latter 
enactment a certain quantity of land had to be given to any one returning to his village, 
the “ firda ” or tax on produce was added to the land tax, “hodgets’' or legal title-deeds 
of possession were introduced, and male heirs acipiired the right to inherit the estate, 
Avhile female heirs could claim a share on proof of their having no other means of 
subsistence and on payment of the taxes. In 1850 au enactment of 8aid Pasha reduced 
the land tax to an average of from l)f> to lOO piastre', per feddan. In 1859 a ti'iiant was 
authorized to abandon to the State such lands in his piishcssion ns he was unable to 
cultivate, but a few' years lafc'r this authorization was withdrawn by order of Ismail Pasha. 
In the folloAving year an enactment was issued pveseribing the classification of lands 
according to their (pialily. and fixing the assessment of the laii'l tax on an eipiitable scale, 
at the average rate of from 00 to 70 piastres per feddan. This measure was, howe\er. 
most imperfectly carried out. The only regular law' passed with regard to the tenure of 
kbaradji land.s was that wliicli was promulgated in 1858, and which still forms tlie ba.sis 
of the laws by which such lands are held. Its chief articles were ; — 

1. Bight of sui’cession to the estate- without distinction of 't'x in parts apportioned 
according to Mussulman law. 

2. Bight of possession of tlie e-'tate afioi' five ye.ii s’ regular payment of taxes. 

Bight on the part of the tenant to mortgage his estate, "r to leu'e it for three years, 

with power to renew the lease. 

4. Eight of the State to exproiuiate a tenant on grounds oi' judilic utility without 
compen.sation, 'I'he Mudii's were, however, instructed to make iqi lor ^uch expropriations 
by the grant of certain lands in the 'ame “ commune.” 

.5. Absolute right of property to tenants on wbo'c land- '’leiw w'cre trees, buildings, 
or water-iimnps. 

(». Bemission of all taxation in the event of fh" soil being carried awa\ by the Nile 
without an ('quivalent deposit having been formed in some other place. 

In 18()1 a Decree was issued increasing the land-tax by ahmit •' [ler cent. Twx) 
years later a fnrtiier Decree tixed the land-tax in Lower Egypt as from 45 piastre.s to 
115 piastres per feddan. and that in Upper l^gypt at from 2*' i>iastr<'s to lin piastres per 
feddan. 

A general classification of lands according to lln-ir ijualitx. and an equitable assess¬ 
ment of tile land-'.ax, ^\as orflered in U(i8. In the three following years taxation was 
fir. t increased by one-sixth, and then by Pi jier cent., to co-. i'r ovpen''‘s incurred by the 
Government in irrigation works. 

In 1871 wc find that the land-tax had reached a maximum r.it'' of U4 piastres per 
feddan in Lower Fjgypl, and oi“ 154 piastres in Upper Egypt, 

'I'he Diichoury lands, or those which were granled on (■nndilion of their being 
brought info cultivation, and which were originally only charged with a (piit rent called 
the “dime” or “ ouchour,” were iirst taxed in 1855. 'I'he asses-ment was low, varying 
from 10 ])iaslres to 20 piastres in Lower Egypt, from 8 ])iaslres to 20 piastres in Upper 
hlgypt. 'I'hese lands were, howexer, gradually subjected to an increase of taxation, until 
in 1871 a maximum of 83 piastres a feddan in Lower Egypt .tnd 57 piastres in Upper 
Egypt was reached. 

It was at tins period that the Law of the Moukabala was passed. 

According to this Law, any landed proprietor could, by paying a sum equal to six 
times the amount of his land-tax, reduce by one-half in jierpetuity the amount of the 
land-tax he had hitherto paiil. 'I'he payments had to be made in advance by certain 
fixed yearly instalments. 'I’he .Moukabala was, in fact, an " anticipated land-tax,” and 
became, in most instances, of a compulsory nature. It confeired, however, ab.solute 
right of property in the land upon all those who had completi'd payment ot it. 

In connection with this account of the land-tax, it may be convenient to furnish 
here a few' remarks respecting the imposition of the tax or tithe on dat'- trees. 

It is not known when this lax was first instituted. In I8r)() we find that it con^i^ten 
in a fee levied at a sum varying from between 20 paras to 'Jl piaMros per tree. 

In 18(U a Decree mentions that lands planted with date trees must also pay tithe 
on the yield of all such trees, 'I'he Decrees of 1808 and 1871. whieb raised the land-tax 
by one-sixth, also added one-sixth to the tithe on date trees. 

Towards 1880 thi.^ tax showed a ditference in its assessment varying from 1^ pia8tre.s 
to 14 purntres per tree. 
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Condition of the Fellaheen at the close of Ismail Pasha's Reign. 

Much has been written of the misery and of the oppression formerly endured by the 
fellah. The courbasli, tlie corvee, the bribery and extortion on the part of the !Mudirs^ 
and the village Sheikhs, the injustice of the incidence of the land-ta.x, the hardship ot 
the military conscription, and the corrupt management of the Irrigation Department, are 
all mentioned as having contributed to render the condition of the peasant one of nlmo.st 
unparalleled poverty and wretchedne.ss. But the mere mention of these principal cnu.scs 
of di.stres.s i.s not .sufficient fully to appreciate that condition. It is only by an investiga¬ 
tion, cursory though it be, into the evil system of government i)revulenl some ten or 
fifteen years ago, that an idea is gained of the really abject state of the lellali at the close 
of the last reign. 

To begin with, taxation was not at that time established on any basis. It was not 
proportionate either to the (piality of the laud or to the capability of each respective 
individual to pay it. Up to the year 1871 taxation was imposed merely by a Khedivial 
Decree issued on the adviee of the Ministers, or upon the strength ot a Ministerial 
decision alone, and though after that date laws regulating the assessment ot the land- 
tax were ])assed, they were but little regarded, and tlie (lovernment ordered a cadlection 
of taxes whenever the needs of the 'IVeasury reciuircd it. The fellah called U[ion to pay 
his ta.xes by (he .Mudir or village Sheikh was [lerfectly ignorant of the law by which .such 
a collcctioil was made. -All he knew \ras, that it was ;in order that emanated from the 
Government, and that he had therefore no means of redrc.ss. No regard was had lor the 
convenience of the ta.\{)aycr. If he could not produce the money, he was oldigeil to sell 
his standing crops at half their value, or to borrow money from the (Ireek or Jewish 
usurer at from 4 to 7 )>er cent, a-month. If the sale of the crops diil not sullice to pay 
the re(iuisite contribution, he was forced to sell his cattle, and eventually to part with the 
land itself, on the produce of which he was endeavouring to subsist. Such cases became 
fre(iueut when, upon the unilieation of the Debt in 187(1, the dates ot the lalling due ot 
the coupons were, for a time, fixed for the loth .lunuary and the loth July, that is, before 
the winter harvest of grain hail been reaped, and the summer croiis, more especially 
those of cotton, had been gathered in. 

The fellah paid his taxes by order of the Mudir or Sludkli of the village. The 
Oentral (Jovernment kept no supervision over thc.se functionaries. The lands of the 
V, .ak were conseipiently over-taxed to make ui» for any deficit of the taxes due from 
those who were more favoured, or who were too powerful to be forced to jaiy their share 
of the aggregate anioimt, TTie exaction of (axes was, in fact, carried on in a most 
arbitrary manner, ami imprisonment and the eourhash were freely inflicted to enforce 
payment. The state of things revealed in the case of an action brought against an agent 
of a t'omiiany—a Greek, of the name of Pappadopoulo—throws a strong light on the 
iniipnfies perpetrated on the small peasant ])roprietor at that period. TTiis agent was in 
ihe habit of buying the crops of corn and cotton without the consent ot the owners and 
of paying the price to the village accountant, or else of giving the owners themselves 
worthle.ss receipts tor such purchases. TTie crops were gathered by force, generally in 
the presence of the village Sheikh, who was himself in debt to I’appadoi'.oulo, and there¬ 
fore entirely in his power. Any opposition on the j;art of the cultivator, who was (hu.s 
arbitrarily forced to sell his crops, often under their value, was punished by a term of 
imprisonment or by gross ill-usage inllicled by I’appadopoido himself. 

But tlie abuses in coimeclion with the collection of (axes were not confined to the 
Mudirs and Sheikhs alone. T’he “ sarrafs ” or village acconnlants, to whom payment ot the 
taxes had, as a rule, to be made, were not in receipt of any fixed remuneration for their 
services. Their wages ilid not, it appears, in some cases, exceed the yearly sum of J/. 
They were, however, allowed a furtlier wage on their collections, and this system was 
naturally fraught with results alike ruinous to the taxpayer and to the interests of (he 
revenue. These accountants were appointed by the jirovincial authorities, and the 
Ministry of Finance was even, in most cases, ignorant of their very names. 

Corruption and the acceptance of hiabes, as 8ir M. Baring has pointed out,* baa 
always been considered a venial oiienee in Mgypt, and. at that time the Government 
po.iitivelv encouraged dishonesty. It was impossible to expect that a badly paid and 
uneducated ollicial with his salary in arrear should refrain trom taking bribe.s, or Irom 
exacting the utmost from the taxpayer whom he held in hi.s power. 

In an agricultural country like Fgypt all taxes ultimately fall upon the product of 
the land, and one i.s not therefore siirpiised to find how heavily taxes like the professional 
tax, the salt tax, the tithe on date trees, Sec., weighed on the small peasant proprietor. 

• X'.r l!lm' liouli, '■ Iv^ypl Nii 15 (I8S5)," departs oil the st.Ue of Ee'vpt, p. ' 0. 


These taxes were, for the most part, not allowed to vary from year to year. Tlie .same 
amount had to be paid, whether the number of inhabitants of a village had decreased or 
not, or whether the date trees, which had been taxed jierhaps some seven or eight years 
ago, still exi.sted, or had all been cut down. The salt tax. which had become a capitation 
tax. was especially heavy, and reached at one time the amount of it piastres per head on 
all over the age ot li years, TTie professional tax. which was .supposed to be levied only 
on those engaged in some industry, was, as a matter of fact, exacted from the peasant 
proprietor, whose sole occupation was the cultivation ol’ his lields, and this indiscriminate 
application of the tax was severely felt by many oi' the smaller laud-owners. In 1S7;') a, 
capitation tax was levied, and gave rise to great alnises. W'e lind, moreover, that 
smaller taxes of a most vexations character like octroi in villages, taxes on weighing, on 
the sale ot cattle, market diie.s, tkc.. were levied with liardly any profit to the State. Of 
these the octroi in the villages, while [lutting a stop to any small commerce that iniglit 
have arisen, eo.st almost more in the collection than the amount realized. 

The passing ot the Moukahala Law was, as regards the peasant pro|iriotor, the most 
ruinous measure ot Ismail’s reign. .Mthough it was siipposcil to 'le a voluntarv trausaetioii 
between the landed proprietor and the Slate, whereby (as has been alicady mentioned), 
after payment of a sum eipial to six times the amount of his land-tax, the former 
reduced hi.s yearly taxation in the future by one-half, it becaino in practice compulsory, 
and ruined many thousands. 

The fellah who had managed perhaps with dilliculty to pay the amount of his land- 
tax was sudilenly called upon to [»ay it a second lime in (he .'ume year. The result was, 
that he was forced to borrow from the insurer, and eventually to liill hepelc'sly into debt. 
In .some instances tbe .Moiikabala was exacted from the cultivator, who had not even the 
means to pay his land-tax in full. This added considerably to tlie arrears in the land 
revenue, and to (he general indebtedness of the ]ieasaut. zVn arr.ingemeiu was lonu' to 
in 1880 by which it was decided to pay back a certain )iortion of the money raised by the 
Moukahala. It i.s estimated, however, that the total loss inllicled ujiou the lax payer 
Iretween the years 1:'71 and is78 by the apidicalion of the law lunouuled to 
E G,7t)‘J,tth0. It will he seen that upon the almlition of tiie .\ioitkahala the taxes of 
those who had jiaid it in full were again raised to their formor raf, and it i.s liard to 
believe that the Government had at any time the inlentio.i to rest by their agreement, 
(hat the land-tax of those who had eonformed to (his law should be reduced by one-halt 
in perpetuity. 

Forced to borrow- money at almost any rale of intetest, the fell.ih found to his cost 
that Ihe inlrodnction of the international Tribunals in isjli alliudi-d hint great facilities 
for doing so. The ICuroitean usurer was naturally far more ready to lend money on 
land whieli had now heeome a lirst-elass seenrity, and whieli, upon n deeision of the 
Courts, he had tlie |M)wer to force tlie proprietor to sell in order to pay the sum adv.in-.-ed. 
Doubtless, too, advantage was taken of the ignorauee of tlie fellah in i!io ways of the 
law to obtain deeisions of expropriation before it was ahsolnlely neee^.sat■y, and before 
he hud been irreinedialily ruined. The imlehtedness of the lellah accordingly increased 
in llie next low years to an almost im-redihlc extent. Ijord 1 )iiireriii, in his lie[iort, 
states that in six years, commencing I'rom 18711, tlie aimmnl iiiscrihs-d on the Table of 
Mortgages rose from .11 1C. oOO.OtiO to C 1C. 7,0Ull,ti(t(i, of whieli 1C. 5,iiUtJ,i)iM) was 
inscrihed in the name of the fellaheen. 

‘•A vast [iroiiortioii of this en[dtal sum,” writes Lord Diiifeiiii, '• reiu'cseiited not tlie 
original charge hut llie aeeuimdated interest, the usual rate of whieli is per eeiil. per 
month, or JO per cent, per annum.” Nor did this sum of C I'k o.ODn.ODi) represent the 
wliole amount of the indebtedness of the fellalmen. \ further sum of from 
0 1C. ;t,000,1)01) to 0 IC. 4,000,i)0i) wa-. owing by him to the village iisuier.-.. 

The hardship of the military eouseription, from all that eaii he gathered ou the 
.subject, was al this jieriod extremely great. Coiiseriptiou for the army a))peais like 
ta.xation, to have been entirely arhitrary, ami to have rested solely with the .Mmlirs ami 
Sheikhs of tile village. l'kxem[itiou from the service was imlctd fixed at the liigli rate 
of SOL, and it was also possible for a soldier to imrchase Ids uiscliarge at a ralu 
iuereasing aeeordiug to llie iiumlier of years he luid served umler the colours, hut it is 
doubtful whether many availed themselves ol' such a dearlv-hniigC.t privilege. At that 
tiuie there was not, it must lie remeuihered, any guaiantee that the payment of such 
exemptions would he licid hiudin.g by the authorities. No limit was assigned to the 
length of service, the number of men summoned was ...;.eh greater tlian that of the 
present day, and the regiments were stationed not only in JCgypt [uoper, Imt also in the 
Soudan, where service was looked upon with the utmost dread. 

The Mudirs and Sheikhs called unoii to furnish a certain number of men naturally 
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the venal ofliciaks with whom the power of di.stribution rested. Lord Dutferin mentions 
the instance of one man who made £ E. 15,000 a-ycar by the sale of water. Such cases 
were, it would seem, at that time by no means rare. Added to all this, the inexperieneo 
and carelessness of the engineers were a constant source of danger to the cotmlry. and 
rendered the destruction of the crops throngli overllooding or thrtmgli drought a 
matter of not nnfrequent occurrence. 

'fhe extortion practised on the peasant in those days would, it may he thought, 
have disconraced h.im from acquiring liahits of thrift, or from lioarding the litth' money 
which he could put by alter payment of his taxes, and after providing himselt and his 
family with llie necessaries of life. In many instances, however, sufli was not the ease. 
Xor is the reason hard to (ind, when it is remembered that the piice of the produce ot 
tile laud, and more especially that of cotton ami wlieal. was at that period considerably 
higher than it is now. We conscipicntly find that in the Delta where tlii' ttudility (d 
the soil is greater, the fellah was sometimes enabled to save money ami to keep it, 
notwilhstaiuling the usurer and the ajijilication of the eonrhash. 'Plie prool ot this 
statement is shown by the amomit of goltl which was yearly ahsorheil liy the eoiiiPry. 
This amount was eiiuivalent at the very close of rsniairs reign to about 1 JfDO.OdO/, ])er 
aminm. gVnotluu' proof of the lioanling of wealth was the production by the iellali when 
driven to the last extremity of ^arions olil gohl coins, which hatl ht'cii either hiiricil in 
the grouml for m;in\ vears, or which had litcn usml as ornanieii,' h\ the women. But, 
allhongh this shows tliat the distress among the small owners ol the rich lands ol the 
Delta was nut as great as might ha\e been I'xjieeted, the ease- of tin'felkilietm in the 
provinces of I'pper Egypt was far difTerent. 'I'liere the jieasanl was stet'ped in the 
utmost poverty, and the dost met ion of his crops at once meant fauiint' in the land. 
Such a famine aetnally oceiirri'd when the nmisually low Mile ot which left 

mneh of the arable land imirrigaled, was succeeded in the following year by an extremely 
high Nile, destroying a eoiisiderahle amount of the doiira ero]) h\ flooding. 

Mr. A. Baird, who was soul to Upper Egypt af the time to repoi t upon the causes ot 
the famine,and soalford assistance to the starving jicasant, stated that tlu' jiovcriy in the 
three provinces of Ciirgeh. Ktuinidi, ami Esiieh. was ontirely owing to tlu' gri'at pressure' 
which hatl been put upon the fellah in in order to pay the coupon due in .May ot 
that year, lie mentioned as a fact that to he enabled 1 .) pay his taxes ilu' small 
jiroprit'tor had been, in many instances, obliged to sell his corn for 50 jiiastrcs jn'i ardeh, 
while lilt' crop was still standing, the same corn being worth, when it was tielivered a 
month later, ]‘i<) ]nastres ])er ardi'h. In one ])laee he fonml that thonali ihe price ot 
tloiira was so piastres per ardeh, tlie itea-ants fliemselvt's, having no moiiev, wt're hiiuiig 
it on eroilit at 170 pia.stres per arilel). It was in fat't a money famine, tm it was almost 
always iiossihle to jiroenrc food on tlio spot if tlii' money liad only been tortheoming 
Alereliants seeing the failure of the erojis hail made larue jnircliast s of corn, and had 
stored it up with a view to forcing up ])rices. The witi'si jaiiotl . I,ini,m .ois in the 
months of September, October, November, ami Deet-niher, ami though there were 

no statistics keiit of the deaths from starvation the numhciN luielil, IMr. Baird thought, 
be taken at ahonl 10,000, while many more perished tViuu dysentery and other iliscaso.s, 
brought on by scarcity of proper food. Mr. B:iird stated in conclusion that uidess 
something was done to relieve 1 lie people ol tliosc ])rovinees ot their debts, another tailnre 
of the crops would inevitably bring on another famine of tlie same terrible nature. 

It would not he just to close this description of the condition of the lellaheen during 
the latter portion of Ismail Pasha’s reign without alluding to some ot the benefits 
bestowed by the ex-Khedive on the country, and indirectly on the peasant, t'oremost 
among them stands the improved system of eon.stant irrigation completed by him in 
Lower and Middle Egypt, whereby it was rendered jiossihle to cultivate valuable crops ol 
cotton, sugar, ami maize. Statistie.s eolleetod trom trustworthy sources show that during 
the tii’st ten years of Ismail’s reign, that is, from to 1S73, the (piautity of cotton 

annually exported increased from 'Sl‘l,!)5() cwt., valued at U E. 0,503,to 'J, I U4,254 cwt., 
valued at 0 E. 10,070,031, while the viilne of cotton annually exporleil from IS?:’, until 
187!) averaged roughly at from t! E. 7,'i<>0,0t)0 to £ E. S,000,000. 

The increase in the quantity of sugar exported from 1803 to 1873 is still more 
remarkable, whereas in 1803 the ijuantity exported was only 0,717 ewt., of the valiuMd 
.£ E. 7,820, the quantity in 1873 had reached 80!),800 ev.t., valued at £ I'i. 827,175. 
During the lust five years of Ismail’s reign the quantity ranged annually from over 
500,000 cwt. to nearly 800,000 cwt., varying roughly in value from about £ E. 400 000 
to over £ E. 800,000. 

In addition to the increase given to the productiveness ol the kind. Ismail Paslia 
opened up the resources of the country by causing the Ihrahimieh Uanal, over OO^uiles in 



length, to be dug, by building nearly 1,000 miles of railway, and l)y erecting the sugar 
refineries, which give remunerative employment to many thousands of labourers. 

All these benefits were, however, dearly bought when it is remembered that Ismail 
Pasha in his fifteen years’ reign had raised the public debt of Egypt to over 
£ E. 90,000,000. 

Commencement of Reforms. 

The Decree issued on the recommendations of Mr. Goschen and M.Joubert in 
November 1870 marks the commencement of reform in Egypt, lly this Decree, the Com¬ 
mission of the Public Debt (which had been instituted a few months previous) was rendered 
permanent until the entire redemption of the Debt, while the functions of the 
Commissioners themselves were greatly strengthened. A system of Euroj)can control 
was also established for the first time by the appointment of an Ihiglish and a French 
Controller-Gencral, the one for Rcceiiits, and the other for Accounts and the Public Debt. 
An Englishman was, moreover, named President of the Railways Administration, and 
other important posts were likewise intrusted to Europeans of high character and 
standing. 

'Phis first stc]) to reform was followed in 1h7H by the appointment by Ismail Pasha, 
under strong pressure from the Great Powers, of a Commission of Inquiry. 'I’his 
Commission was instituted by a Decree issued in January 1878, and was composed 
of Riaz Pasha, of Sir C. Rivers Wilson, and of the four Commissioners of the Public 
Debt, under the nominal Presidency of j\l. de Les.seps. Its object was to e.xamine into 
the deficits of the revenue, to verify the existent ahuses in the administration of the laws 
regarding taxation, and to suggest remedies tor the detective system ot government. 
Tlie labours of the Commis.sion resulted in the abolition, by a Decree dated the 
17th January, 18S0, of about twenty-nine taxes, the greater part of which had been of a 
most vexatious character, and had ‘brought hut little into the Treasury. Among these 
taxes was the iiersonal tax, the most inequitable of all in its incidence, the tax on wool, 
the tax on the sale of cattle at Cairo, Alexandria, and Suez, the tax on the weighing 
of goods, the tax on pottery, the octroi duty in villages, &c. This Decree further 
exempted all cultivators of land from payment of the professional tax, and remittedr 
under certain conditions all arrears of the land-tax due prior to tin* year lc87fi. In order 
to make good, however, the loss entailed on the revenue hy the suppression of such 
taxes, the land-tax on the Ouchoury lands was increased hy a sum of CE. 150,000 
a-year. 

Many other reforms took place in ISSO conseciuent upon the recommendations 
contained in the reports of the Commission of Impiiry and under the supervision of (he 
two Controllers-General. The haw of the Moukahala was aholished, the Govern¬ 
ment undertaking to pay the contrihutors a certain indemnity, and recognizing the 
absolute right of proi)er(y in the lands to all those who liad paid the Moukahala, either 
wholly or in part. I’o make up the deficit in the Budget, however, the taxes of those 
who had paid it were again raised to their former rate, the revenue from the land-tax 
heing thus increa.sed hy C E. 1,100,900. A Committee was apjiointed for the revision of 
the land-tax, based on a new survey, 'fhe Finance Ministry puhlished certain general 
principles upon which rests the assc.ssment of (he land-tax in Egypt, of which the mo.st 
inijmrtant features were that the land-tax is due hy the land itself, and that recovery of 
arrears of taxes is secured to the Slate hy the seizure of the yield of the land, the State 
having priority over all other creditors. Foreigners were also torced to ])ay the land-tax 
which they had formerly evaded doing. The country was divided into Upper and Lower 
Egypt, and the tax-payer in the upper provinces was ordered to pay his taxes in money, 
payment of the land revenue in kind having given rise to many abuses. The taxes could 
no longer be paid to the village aceonutant, or the Miulirieh, or the hinaiu'e Ministry 
indiscriminately. All payments had to hi* made to the “ Sarrat ’ aloni*, who was 
j)Ut under proper supervision, and whose salary was fi.xed at a higher rate, while his per¬ 
centage on the taxes collected was decreased by 10 per cent. Each taxpayer was 
to receive an extract from a register, showing him the total sums due from him 
under the several heads of taxation, ai\d the dates on which he would have to pay them. 
A Decree published in this year likewise relieved cultivators to a certain extent ot tlie 
necessity of borrowing money, by fixing thedates of the collection ot taxes so as to coincide 
witli the harvest. Thus, in Lower Egypt, two-thirds of the land revenue was made 
pasable between tlu' months of October and February, when the cotton crop had been 
gathered and .M)ld, while the remaining third was collected alter the sale ot the summer 
crops in June or July, In Upper Egypt (he (axes had to be paid between .\pril and 
.■\ugust, the time when the fellah could most readily dispose ol his wlieat crop. 


The date tax was fixed at a uniform rate of 2\ piastres per tree, and a revision of 
the number ot trees in each village was ordered to be made every four years. Lastly, 
the salt tax, which, as has been numtioned, had been by degrees commuted into a heavy 
capitation tax in the villages, was abolished, the Goverument reserving to itself (ho 
monopoly of the sale ot salt. This measure was one which gave considerable relief to the 
fellah. 

Progress under British Occupation. 

The military disturbances at the commeucemeiit of 1861, and the events which 
followed, sta,ycd the progress ot reform lor almost two year.s, and it was not until almost 
the close of 1882, when Lord Dufierin came on his mission to hlgypt, that the ta^k was 
once more resumed. 

^It is accordingly with the improvement in the condition of the fellaheen since the 
British occupation of the country that f now propose to deal. 

The first great reform introduced into this country under English inlluence 
was the .suppression of the u.se of the courhash. It is needless to de.scant on the 
humanity of thi.s measure, or to dwell on the advance in civilization it iietokened. 
The Decree abolishing the courhash was issued in March ISSJ, and has had good results, 
notwithstanding the gloomy jirognostications of those who maintained that it was 
impossible to carry on the government of the country without it. Crime and lawlessness 
doubtless increased lor a time, the collection of taxes was rendered more dillicult, and 
the numbers ol those who re.sponded to the corvee decreased ; but all these dilliculties 
have been gradually overcoii'.e by a better system of administration, and the suppression 
of the courhash remains an unmitigated blessing to the fellaheen and to the country. 

'I'he next important reform was the partial abolition of the corvee. It is chiclly by 
comparing the umnbers annually called out for lorced lahour since the year 1884 that we 
can judge ot the good work which has been done since the appointment to the Irrigation 
Department of Colonel Sir C. Scott-Moncrielf and the stalf of British officials under him. 
Thus we find that in 18S4 the unpaid corvee labour was ecpiivalent to 105,000 men 
woEang for 100 days; in 1885 it was reduced to the ecpiivalent of 125.!)J0 men 
working for 100 days; and in 1S80 it was still further reduced to the ecpiivalent of 
95,093 men working for the .same number of days. Finally, last year the number of men 
employed by the corvee was 87,120 for 100 days. 

Nor must this reduction be ascribed, as Sir C. Scott-.Moncrietf points out in his 
Irrigation Report for the year 1880, merely to tlu' money grant of 250,000/. It i.s due 
in part to superior engineering skill, whereby a great deal of useless labour is dispensed 
with, and in part to the use made of the Barrage, which had been abandoned for many 
years, and which is now being repaired and strengthened. 

Sir C. Scott-Moncrielf estimates at L E. 380,000, or at U E. 130,000 more than the 
grant of 250,000/., the sum which would be required lor the next two years, that is, 1888 
and 1889, to entirely dispense with forced labour. In subsispient years a sum of 
jU E. 327,000, or C E. 77,000 more than the jiresiml money grant, would, he thinks, 
suffice for the purpose. 

The burden of the corvee system has further been lightened by the recent introduc¬ 
tion of a money ransom. The rules of redemption from forced labour are as follows : 
Each individual who is liable to be called out for the corvee can redeem himself by 
paying a fixed sum of 40 piastres in the richer districts and 20 piastres in the low rice 
growing districts. 'Phis ransom has to be paid by the 1st Ajnil of each year. In the 
Province of Sharkieh, for e.xample, the redemption was so general this year that not a 
.single man was called for the coiwee, ami all the nece.ssary works liave been done by contract. 

The small owners of land are all loud in their [traises of the Irrigation Departiinuit, 
and of the justice and efficiency displayed by tlie officials in (he supply and distribution 
ot water. Tiie inqnovements brought about in the general w'elfare of the country by the 
judicious expcmliture on public works, such as irrigation and drainage, of the 
],000,000/. a.ssigned for the pmqtose, are too well kitowii to reipiiro repetition. In 
forwarding Colonel Moncrielfs Report for l8sG,* Sir E. Baring bears full testimony to 
the beiictieial reforms earried out by the Public Works Departmeut in the last few 
years:— 

“The whole Report,” he says, 'is a record of good work iloue, work wliicb lias 
already helped to ameliorate the condition of thousands of the poorer cultivators of the 
country. In no Departmeut have the advantages derived from English honesty, energy, 
and practical skill been more clearly di-.played than in that under the charge of Sir 
C. Scott-Moncrietf” 

• Blui) Hook, “ bijyiit Nu J tls-'S),” p. si,, No, lei. 
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The various reforms introduced into the army and into the system of military 
conscription have also been very great. 

The power formerly exercised by the Mudirs and Sheikhs with regard to 
recruiting has been taken entirely out of their hands, and corruption and injustice have 
necessarily ceased. Commissions composed of officers (one of whom is a member of the 
Medical Staff) are now intrusted in the different provinces with the duty of registering 
all males of the prescribed age who are not found to be exempt from military service on 
medical or other grounds. The work of these Commissions is periodically inspected by 
one of the Assistant Adjutants-General at head-quarters, assisted by an English medical 
officer in the Egyptian service. Ton per cent, of the male population arc lialjle to military 
service. Up to last year the prescribed age was between 19 and and tlie drawing 
took place every five years, but since the 1st March last the drawings are appointed 
to tak(! place every year, and the irrescribed age has been fixed at 19. All those who 
after dra^ving are deemed ft for military service, but wlio arc not called upon to serve, 
remain on the recruiting lists until the age of 27, when their names are struck off. 
In the event of national danger, how’ever, all up to the age of 54 arc liable to be called 
out for service. 

It is estimated that, generally speaking, one-half of t’nose called up escape, cither 
by paying the “ Hadalicb ” (exemption from the drawing by lot), which has recently been 
reduced to .€ E. 20, by being medically unfit, or by being discharged as only sons, &c. 
'J’hus, in 1880, 0,000 men being required, it was found necessary to call up 12,000. 
Last year again, 2,000 recruits being required, 4,000 bad to be called up. The length 
of service at present is ;— 

4 years in the army. 

4 ,, police. 

4 „ iH'serve. 

This, however, is somewhat modified in practice, and, in order to maintain efficiency, 
a longer period of .service in the army is undergone. 

'fhe law as to desertion has not, it is true, been materially altered. Thus, the 
nearest relative of a deserter is still called out to replace him. In the event of the relative 
being medically unlit to do so, a line of lOO/. is imposed upon him uule.ss the deserter 
is ])roduced within a specified time. This severe measure is, however, rendered 
absolutely necessary to prevent the frei[uent occurrence of desertions. 

In 1879, tlic army in Egypt consisted of about I8,0i»0 men, while that in the 
Soudan reached a total of 80,000. The present strength of the army is about 9,500 
men. It is, therefore, easily seen how lightly the consr-igilion now presses on the people 
of J^gypt. 

The enormous extent to which the peasant was indebted to the village usurers caused 
grave an.\iety to the Government in 1883, and nothing, therefore, is perhap.s more 
satisfactory to note than tlie gradual decrease in the last four year.s of this general 
indebtedness. 9'he expropriations of land carried out by order of the Law Courts give a 
certain insight into the slate of indebtedness of the country, and the following 'I'able of 
the expropriations registered in the INIixed 'rribunals from the years 1SS;> to 1.4R0, 
inclusive, may therefore be useful for the purpose:— 


iciirs. 

Sums duo. 

I'ciidun-. 

Uousos. 

188;) 

£ Iv m. 
4i;),.‘)2.') 490 

22,047 

208 

1884 

DO.'),4 82 970 

18,148 

252 

1885 

D,')2,050 120 

17,828 

234 

1880 

235,339 000 

12,908 

207 


it will be seen from the above Table that since 188-3 there has been a conlinuous 
decrease in the amount of land expropriated. It has fallen from over 22,()()(» feddaris in 
1883 to about 18,000 feddans in 188(5. 

8ir Edgar Vincent, in his successive reports on the finances of Egypt for the years 
1884, 1885, and 1880, make.s the following statements;— 

“The indebtedness of pro])rictors of more than 200 feddans diminished during the 
last six months of the vear (1884) from £ E. 164,579 to £ E. 112,445, or by an amount 
of .1: E. 52,184. 

“There is no more convincing sign of improvement in the condition of Egypt 
during the last few years than the fact that the debts of the fellaheen to local usurers 
have, in a great measure, been paid off'. It will be remembered that, in 1882, one of the 
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main sources of discontent was the indebtedness of the peasantry to European usurers. 
The promise that they would not have to pay their creditors induced many to tollow 

“In many provinces the usurers have been entirely paid off; in a few there is still 
a certain amount of money oiit.standing, but less onerous terms ot interest have been 
aoreed to, and a term of years settled for the reimbursement of the capital. 1 nc 
information which I have been able to collect leads me to estimate the total amount now 
(18SG) due on account of old debts by the peasants to money lenders at mss than 
3,000,000/., and but little fresh indebtedness has been incurred. The cases in which 
usurers have sold up the fellaheen for non-payment are^quite exceptional, and affect only 
an insignificant fraction of the total cultivated area ot Egypt.’ 

Again, reporting on the Budget of 1887, Sir E. \ ineent says;— 

“ 'fhere is nothing more remarkable in the history ot the last three years in Egypt 
than the gradual disappearance of the village money lenders. The amount o t le 
indebtedness of the fellaheen has been still further diminished during the past year. It 
is curious to observe that with the diminution of borrowing in the villages, the cry tor 
land credit and for land banks has practically ceased.” 

The continual reduction in the indebtedness of the fellaheen is the more satisiactory, 
when we take into account the great fall in the prices of Egyptian produce which has 

taken place within the last tew'years. , i- • i- 

The prices of wheat, cotton, sugar, &c., have all suffered a great diininiition since 
the year 1880. According to trustwortby statistics of the export trade, the tall in the 
value of cotton in the two years, 1885-8(5, alone was 16 per cent that ot sugar 
was 88 per cent., and that of wheat 6 per cent. Again calculating the value ot corn 
exported from the coimtrv in 1886 at the price it would have obtained m c , ■ 

found that a loss of a'E. 1,758,000 is incurred by the country. A similar loss ot 
£ E. 386,000 is incurred by the fall in the prices ot sugar, while losses respectnelv 
of £ E, 481 000, £ E. 114.000, £ E. 10,000, and £ E. 82,000 .are sustained by the tall 
in the prices of cotton seeds, beans, wheat, and rice. 'Phe total loss to Egypt, ^ 
bv the fall since 1880 in the prices of its principal products, ainouius to no less than 
£ E. 2,770,000. In other words. Sir E. Vincent calculates that the tall in puces ot 
Eo-yptian exports since 1880 has increased the annual charge of the Debt on the country 
hfl sum equal to the interest at 5-> per cent, on 50,000,000/., that is to say, by 
ail extra annual charge of about 40 piastres per head on every individual member ot the 

^ ^ One of the most necessary and beneficial measures carried out successfully by 
Sir Edf-ar Vincent lias been the reform of the Egy])tian currency. Ui) to L 8o tlic g() a 
and sifver curreney of the country consisted of almost every .specic.s oi toreign eoi i. 
The gold coins most in circulation were English sovereigns, hrencli napoleons, and 
Eoyptian and 'Purkish pounds; while the silver currency, which was totally lusufhuuit 
fo?tbo wants of .he country, and wbicli entailed great loss on the ,ioorer 
community owing to the want of small change, was supplemented by nioic 
half by tlie importation of foreign silver specie. Of this the greater part consisted 
the Maria ’Plicrcsa dollar, the Colonnato or Carolus dollar, and tlu' Mediulitb oi 
Turkish dollar. In the larger towns, llorins, shillings, sixpences, and trancs .also torined 
part of the currency. 'Phe Egyptian silver coinage was principally composed ot worn-out 

piask^pmcc^e exebange of silver for gold otten amounted to 

5 per cent, and that the foreign silver wbieli circulated in the country varied greatly in 
^ " reive the profit made out of the poorer fell.ali m the provinces by 


tariff', wc can well conccivi 

the Egyptian poiiml is the monetary unit, and is into 

TOO i.iastrcs, or 1,000 dimes. Silver coins, representing respectively -0 piasires, 
30 piastres, 2 piastres, and 1 jiiaslre have been struck, win e smaller coins have leei 
issuid ill nickel. 'Phe foreign silver lias now almost entirely disappeared from eiuailatioi. 
owhi<! lo the gradual reduction of its Tariff'by the Govornment while einploymcaii of 
official money changers in most of the larger centres ot trade has put a stop t t 
frauds fornierlv perpetrated on the ignorant peasant. , . f .u 

It has been already seen wliat reforms took 


450 000/., assigned by tlie t onvention oi Lionaon loi iin.- ... v..v .... . ^ 

250’000/. has^heeii devoted to the partial abolition of the corvee), has done 
alleviate the burden of taxation on land. The complaint that taxation in U])pcr .gyp 
was rendered excessively heavy by the collections being made at inconvenient seasons 

[ 584 ] ^ 
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has been thoroughly considered, with the result that a Decree has been recently issued 
introducing certain modifications which will ensure the land-tax being collected in the 
months most convenient to the agricultural population. More might, of course, have 
been done in regulating the assessment of the land-tax had the work of the Cadastre or 
land survey proceeded more satisfactorily. Unfortunately, the progress made in this 
Department has been but slow, and the whole work is very far indeed from completion. 
Complaints as to excessive taxation are, however, daily growing less numerous. 

That the national wealth is progressing is seen from the annual statistics of trade and 
commerce. Thus, the amount of goods imported for use in Egypt is increasing year by 
year. In 1885 alone the amount was 50 per cent, in exce,ss of that imported in any 
previous year. The annual absorption of gold by the country also points to increased 
national wealth. According to Custom Returns, the average amount of gold yearly 
absorbed by Egypt from 1880 to 18SG amounted to .£ E. 1,000,000. Quoting Sir E. 
Vincent, we find that ‘‘Egypt, which contains 0,000,000 of inhabitants, or jlfytli of the 
population of the world, absolves ^'.jth of the gold anmially produced.” 

_ With regard to the progre.ss of education among the fellaheen class, Yacoub Pasha 
Artin has most kindly furnished me with some statistics showing' the increase which has 
taken place since 1875 in the number of elementary schools in the villages, and of the 
teachers attached to them. 

The following Table shows the number of .such schools and teachers in 1880-87 as 
compared with that in 1875 :— 

Elempnfdi'ji Schools. 


l.SSfl-S7. I 1875. 


.fXUUVtit 11 it 

Scltools. 

'rt'aolR'1'.s. 

8cliuols, 

'reiit4icrs 

lit'lu rati 



l>78 

')8!) 

18!) 

IS') 

Shiirth'li 



(li'iy 

fltiO 

.■|l)7 

'll 1 

Dikiilihfli .. 



717 

‘!2o 

1 111 

1 12 

(jiiililt'h 



1 ,()’)■) 

1,1S2 

i)od 

1)02 

fliilinuliii'li .. 



•2 f) 

aoi 

mi 

200 

.Mcnimfii h 



788 

801 

OOl) 

000 

.Xs'itml 



nsii 

708 

280 

01)0 

heui Sout r .. 



■Jill 

Igl¬ 

1 '1 

si 

1‘Imii‘Ii 



ail 

oo 0 

1 ill 

100 

l''n\()iim 



18(1 

1S8 

Ml 

10 1 

lihi/ch 



•J(13 

■Jlio 

mo 

171 

Iril'Ccll 



till 

0l>7 

2.-.7 

203 

Ki'iu'h 



-nil 

-UJl 

11.1 

110 

Miiiicli 



■Ji 1 

llO.T 

188 

lOO 

'filial 




7,244 

1,202 

4,3 10 


It will bo seen that, in tivclve years, 2, t07 more schools have been openeil and 
2,001 more teachers employed. Statistics respecting the number of puirils who attend 
such schools are so untrustworthy that 1 have deemed it useless to note them, 'flu* 
ditliculty of obtaining a just estimate of the number of pupils at the village schools i.-, not 
.surprising, nhen it is borne in mind that attendance at school varies greatly according 
to the season of the year. Children are, from a very early age, employed in tendin*; 
cattle and light labour in the (ields. 'i'luis, at harvest-time the schools are almost 
entirely deserted, while at other seasons the attendance is, liom all accounts, jiretty 
numerous. It follows naturally (iiat education is more widespread in Upper Egypt, 
where there is but one crop in the year, than in the Delta, where a series of crops are 
annually raised, and this fact is fully borne out by the above 'fable. 

'i’aking the increase in the number of schools in the upper provinces, we tind that 
at Assiout the number has risen, in twelve years, from 285 to 089; at Esueh, from 150 
to:)tl ; and at Keneh. from ll'i to 421. 'fhe respective number ()f teachers lias al.so 
increased in like proportion. 

.\1 though the progress of education in the country has not been rapid, the above 
statistics are by no means discouraging. 

'fhe education of children is not compulsory on the parents. The teachers in the 
schools . 111 ' not paid by the Government, but receive a small sum from each pupil. The 
increase in the nmnber oi schools and teachers, therefore, denotes an increase of desire, 
on the part ol the tellah, to obtain instruction for his children. 

In addition to these elementary sidiools there are at present about .seventeen schools 


scattered in the ditferent ^loiulirieh. which are supported by the Administration of the 
Wakfs. It is estimated by Yacoub Artin Pasha that about 2,000 

In the chief villages, again, the more wealthy cultivator is gLiictall} c.uilul to ^i\e 

instruction to his owirchildreii and those of 

of some poor student of the El-A/.har Mosque who, lilc the ollu i viha c tern hu . .M 
to his small income by tilling the duties ot public scribe to the community. 

The method of tuition in the ^illages is uniform throughout tue conn r) . ^ 

of nvilino' a child learn passages from the Koran by heart, at tue same tune instiiut 
dritTirfallS 5itins until l.o i- uUc 1„ ro.ul un,l vu,,.. Uiv ,,ussasos « m'h 

Invc alrciulv ljuen iiiniresacd on hi^ mciiiorv. 'Ilio imo uiiooKa. I.ool. Iiom n lu 
in hdi„"„L; iudtucliou is rcccivoJ is the Kon,,,. and ihu. Ihe l.u,oua,e loarnl l,y 

each succeeding geiieralion remains pure and unaheied. 

Keform and improvement in the education of tlie ma.s.s m the popnlalion ’ 

lomv and careful consideration, 'fhe refoims which Isimul 1 asha 

ducm at o-reat expense, all met with failure from the hasty manmr m wl uh hy insi tc 
on Uird be^ ouL Yacoub Artin Pasha is labouring patiently tt> bring about 

hnpiovements adapted to the condition and character of the Egyptian people. e is 

.loirn- -ood .service by the publication in his Department ot cheap botiks and 
S Hud thoir uuy Into the remote.st villusos, uud |he K ,h .r,„u loreetUus. h, 

.vant of iiraelice, the little learmii- he lias ae.|im'ed ni las ehlKllu t.. 

Conclusion, 

In the above narrative of the progress made during the Imt few \cars in the weltare 

of the a.-ricultiiral population, the broad outlines of ivlorm have alone been slimyi.^ All 

. 

iml“."ndiltt' aYEH'irdYale:,;'d;'Y,:,l .lle Mlaheeu eo,n,l„iu 
faetoiy to leara thai a .tea, "n»ye,,,e,,t h,,ytd.en 

l.raaehes ofthe Aduumslralion. 'Wro.y a. o t MU y |,„,viaees no 

■■ ..- 

,vith it more Iiarlialiy to one than to , ,■ ,1 ,.,,1 ,.,„uliiion ol' Ihe u.ri- 

The reverts ot 'lY Id „i the fellah Inur boon .really 

r';;rd.hJ'::,;C7;d5^ 

and the time at whuhtlK} wi u i vma ,.niduallv emerging from 

n.. ..,t ..xt.mt to free himself from the usurer. 1 Ic is, in uu i, giauu.oq> m 

gieat ixUnt, lo irte u _ Dhiimed from tunc unuicumnal. 

the oppression and nnsery in whuh . . 1 j ..ecupation of the 

A great dcal ot this has bmm " 1 ,,, H,. n.oii noteworthy, 

country. The retorms mtiodiuu um c t ,, occuintion wen'taknii up with military 
when it is considered that the tiiyt ' (' )'vernnu>nt from (he internal allairs 

eveynuhiehnatnyly . 

ot the couuti), and that im >car . lu.n.w.i.il diilicultics oi that vear wetv also 

iwn-. 

^'"'■YlffirEdCdly. but throe yearn 

Many other hencf.cial measures are either on thi poii oi i 

. . , , '1 liftin' E'>\otian (lo\eiiimeiit, 

M'eeivmg the cavncA eonsnlmatmo ol till 8 t’EAUlvE. 

Citiro, June 2, 1888^___ _ _—--- 


Sir i;. Vincent's Kuport in Ibtti. 
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No. 06. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received June 11.) 

(No. 211 . Confidontial.) 

^VTTir f . Cairo, Junes, 1888. 

\V 11 ii rct('iT]ico to previous correspondciieo, I have tlio honour to report that the 
messenger who will go to Kliartouni h'avcs Cairo on the Uh. lie takes money f^r the 
piisoiK'rs, including lOOZ. lor Lupton Bey. J have the honour to inclose a facsimile of 
the letter he wdl take from Sir Brancis Grenfell to Lupton Bey. This letter will he 
sewn in the insidi' of his clothes. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) £. BARING 


Inclosure in No. 66 . 

General Grenfell to Lupton Bey. 

ALL your family are ivell, and anxiously await news from you; if possible, let us 
Know lull amount of momw you have received up to this time 

30. 1888. Sir,lar. 


No. 07. 

^ of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(Telegraphic.) .jggg 2-30 p.^. 

IUUJi telegram ol 9th inslant. 

Your language approved. 


Xo. GS. 

Sir E. Baring to lli> Murqius oj Salisbury.—{Received June 13, 11 a.m.) 

(No. 99.) 

(Tel.;^.apl,ic.) . C«,V«, ./,me 13, 1888. 

1 11 r '' Luploii some wlille aa'o lias arrived at Korosko with 

letters Irom him and receipts for 2S(j/. 


No. 69. 

Sir ir. fVhltc to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received June 16, U'5 r.M.) 

(No. 51.) 

(lelegraphie.) Constantinople, June IG, 1888, Cn 2 v.M. 

one olttointeS'r Private 

I he Sultan having ajipointi'd previously yesterdav for seeing me, I took this 
opporlumty of informing His Imperial :Maje.sty of my intended short ahsence on 
private grounds assuring Ills Imperial IVIajesty that I ivoiild b(> hack very soon. The 
K^ultan alluded to tlu* Egyptian question in a way that showed that it ivas again 
disquielmg him. lie said he had received telegraphic positive assurance'^ from 
fs'irt'' ^1 Ti^?‘'i to do with the recent Ministerial crisis in 

riini ; “'flines.” But Jli.s Imperial Majesty prcs.sed im* to 

makt some suggestion as to a resumption of negotiations between Her Majesty’s 

"l- of Egypt, and asked me to say whether 

.. aiquamfed mth any dilhculty in the way of its prompt solution. I felt that 
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this was treading on dangerous ground, and that it was my duty not to allow His 
Imperial Majesty to indulge in dangerous illusions, which Avould be sure to be 
worked upon during my short absimcc. I therefore frankly made a reterence to the 
way in Avhich the ratification of Sir II. WollT’s Convention had been rehised. Ihis 
allusion evidently produced a deep and painful impression on IIis Imperial Majesty, 
and I had to promise him to submit his wishes to your Lordship; but he was imt 
satisfied even with this, and tried to induce me to ask for authority to open negotia¬ 
tions and bring them to a rapid conclusion before my departure, Avlueh I said was 

impossible. 


No. 70. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received June 19.) 

Admiralty, June 16, 1888.^ 

I AM commanded liA the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the perusal of tlie Secretarv of State for foreign Affairs, copy of a letter from the eom- 
manding officer of ilcr Majestys ship '• Dolphin,” dated the 15th xMay. relativi' to tlu> 
state of affairs at Suakin. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 70. 

Commander Nerllle to Admiral His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. 

gjj. “ Dolphinf at Suakin, May 15,1888. 

I HAVE the honour to ri'port to vour Royal Highness that since my last general 
letter, dated the 2nd iMay, 1888 , the following liave been the movements ol lli'r 

^ On the 12th instant we observed a large body of thi' rehid cavalry inarching 
towards the sea, about six miles to the northward. Near the beach was a dhow suspi¬ 
ciously laying olf and on; so I ordered th(> “ Alhacore ” to slip and proceed at once 
(she having steam for working the oleetrie light). _ i xi x- 

'rhe dhow turned out to he a small fishing-hoat doing no harm; by the tiini' 
the “ Alhacorc” had got to the spot the rebels had all disappeaivd. Iroin iiiforma ion 
received from desert ms, it appeal's that it was Osman Digna and Abu (.irgeli nitli a 

large escort going to bathe. , i • * i . . 

Numbers of deserters come in every day; sixteen came to his sliip yesterday, 
thev report that food is very scarce in the rebel cam]). Tliey also report that tlieir 
whole force turned out on Eriday, the 11th instant, and mareheil towards Suakin, with 
tlic intention of attacking, but at the last moment the “ Ihnirs refused to go to 
certain death. I don’t think there is the least chanee of any attack being made. 

2 Tliis ship goes out to-day to fire a portion of the quarterly ammunition, 
remaining at sea for the night firing, and the maehine-giin firing to-morrow ; on tier 
return the “ Alhacorc” will cruize to the southward, where I hear d is likely tbej ma\ 
fall in with some slaves. She will return on the 23rd, in order to he lierc to celebrate 

Her .Majfdv’s birthday. , . i i 

3. IMr. Cameron, British Consul, is going on leave by this mail, and has requesdta 
me to act for him until the arrival of his successor, which I ho])!' will be in a month s 

time. , , n, 

1 have, tvc. 

(Signed) G. NEVILLE. 


No. 71. 

Sir Mk White to the Manpod of Sa'.dany—{Received June 23.) 

(No. 210. Confidential.) • r ic icqc 

Mv Lord Therapta, June 16, 18 SH. 

THE Sultan, having noticed inv presence on the occasion ol the Court iMinetion 
on the first day of Bairam on ‘the 10th instant, sent me a message through 
[5811 ‘ 




Munir Pasha, the Grand Master of Ceremonies, expressing a desire to see me after the 
“ sclamlik,” or procession to the mosque on the following Priday. 

This being yesterday, I presented myself on the occasion, and had the honour of 
being received at an audience of- which Sir Alfred Sandison drew up an account at my 
request, which ho submitted to Munir Pasha, so as to make sure that His Imperial 
Majesty’s words to me concerning Egy])t were accurately rendered. 

I have the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy of this account in Prench, 
as Munir Pasha, who is the Chief Imperial Interpreter, docs not know English. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) IT. A. WHITE. 


Inclosure in No. 71. 

Resume by Sir A. Sandison of Sir W. White’s Audience with His Majesty the Sultan, 

June 15, 1888. 

(Confidcntiel.) 

^ SA Majestd Imperiale lo Sultan aborda la question Egyptienne on disant qu’elle 
avait rc§u la vcillc un tdlcgramme do jVloukhtar Paclia concernaut la crisc ct le change- 
ment de Ministi''re en Egypte, ct dans lequel son Excellence donnait dcs assurances 
positives commo quoi il n’y ctait pour ricn dans le changement, malgrc Ics assertious du 
correspondant du “ Times.” Sa Majeste Imperiale ohserva a c(' propos qu’en effet, cm 
prdseiujc dcs assurances dc Moukhtar Pacha, doiLt le mandat ctait delini, die avait tout 
lieu de croire quo son Excclh'nce ne s’cu ctait point melc, ct quo d’ailleurs il s’agissait 
lii^ d’unc question qui lui ctait indillcrcnte ct ([ue dcs lors la formation dc tout 
Ministde qui aA'ait I’approbation du Gouveruement dc Sa Majeste Britaunique aurait 
ogalcment la sienne. 

Sa Majeste Impdrialo fit ressortir cusuitc les raisons pour Icsquellcs il no ccssait 
])as dc se jirdoccuper continiiellemcnt dc la question Egyptienne, qui, ne iiouvant pas 
rcster ainsi on suspens, demandait une solution de nature ii allegcr Ic fardeau qui 
pesait sur elle eomme Souverain. Que tout autant quo la question rcsterait indcfmio 
I't en suspens une parcilU^ situation lu' saurait ctre qu’uuc cuusi' permanente do soueis 
et d'an.victe jiour Sa Maji'stc lm])criah‘, ct que par consequent uue solution ou 
arrangement, destine ii satisfairc taut IhVngletcrre quo la Turquie, ctait sinc^srement a 
soiihaitcr, d’autant plus qu’une telle solution tendrait en memo temps a ralfermir et a 
eonsolider les relations cxistant ontre les deux pays. 

Dans CCS vucs Sa Majeste Inqieriale demanda alors a savoir de I’Ambassadcur si 
u sa connaissance 11 existait d’ohstacles qui s’opposaicut a uu arrangement amicai. 

En rdponsi', sou Excclhmce s’est trouve dans la ncccssilc de soumettre au Sultan 
([u’une Convention ratilidc par Sa Majeste la lleiui', Impcratrico dcs ludes, ayant etc 
rejetdo par Sa Majeste Imperiale, il n’etait pas d’hahitude de reprendre dcs ncgocia- 
tions de ce genre. 

Sa Majeste Imperiale, apres a^ oir exprime ses regrets au sujet de cette reponse ct 
s’etre ctenduc sur la question, ajouta que son Gouvernemeut n’avait pas fail, d’ohjections 
sur I’ensemhle de la Convention, mais qu’il voulait simplemcnt obteuir certaines petites 
modifications, qui repondraient aux voeux de l’o])inion puhlique en Turquie. Sa 
Majeste ajouta que, s’il s’agissait d’uue fautc commisc par uu Grand Vizir, le remede 
si'rait simple en le changeant, tandis qu’il ii’en etait pas de memo d’un Souverain. 
Qu’en expliquant tout cela ii Lord Salisbury il demandait son coneours, et qu’ayant 
constate tout d’ahord qui* le Gouveruement Anglais voulait bien montrer quelqucs 
bonnes dispositions, Sa JMajeste Imperiale s’en trouve privee aujourd’hui. Le Sultan 
demanda ensuite i\ rAmbassadeur s’il n’y aurait pas possibilitc pour son Excellence dc 
remetlrc son depart pour trds pmi di' temps et cherehcr a arreter uu arrangement dans 
le sous desire et avoir ainsi la satisfaction de remettre en personne au Gouvernemeut 
de Sa Majeste la Heine une solution de cette question, dans laquelle Sa Majesto 
Imperiale ne chcrchait qu’iine issue ou portc de sortie en presence de la didicultd oii 
elle se trouvail a cause di* eett(' (|nestion id de I’embarras qu’elle .avait vis-a-vis de son 
peupha 

Dans 1(^ courant de la con\'ersation I’Ambassadcur a cgalcmout eu I’lumneur dc 
din* a Sa Majeste Inqieriale qu’il rajiporti'ra la conversation de I’audience au 
Gouvernemeut de Sa Majeste, et (pie s’it y a uiu! reponse, il la soumettra a son rctour 
ai Sii Majestii Impi;riale. 


(Signe) 


A. SANDISON. 


Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury. {Rece.rcd Jum -a.) 

(No. 227.) Cairo, June 12, 1888. 

’In' continuation „t my despatcit 

Blignidres. I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BALING. 


No. 73. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.— [Received June 2o.) 

(No. 228.) Cairo, June 13, 1888. 

v-fe....—t xs ’.xss.': s-s'“K 

of to-day, giving copy of the Icttci aiiuussco 

Liaz Pasha’s reply. I'l.w.w-e annnintin" the ucav Ministers. 

Pas„a tvas io™p>y 

toniOIisl.m.s 

the Khedive. . Omar Pasha Lid'ti to hi* Minister 

tim pm-*. Ministen-. MnstapOa Pas.a 

Pehmy, in charge of the War Departmtn . ^ 

(Signed^ Ik BARING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 73. 

Extract frm the Journal Officiel" of June 13.1888. 

SON Altesso Ic Kl^Mive a ad™ a son ExeoUenco Ilia/. Pacha la lottre 

auivante_ Mexandrie. Palah de le 0 Jam, 1888. 

■‘Monchcr Riaz iacua, devouement envers moi, 

oje m-adrossc h vote 

pour vous prior d’aocepter la mibsion appollo ii romplir, soyea 

-Pans les importantos et .(Ipiutl .T’ajonicrai .pie lo programme 

assnrd que mon loyal appni »a ''”j^ Septoiulire, 18711. est cclui-lii iiu’mi! quo jc voui 
contenu dans do vous .■n tappclcr les points prmcipaux'. 

‘“CSr^eravkli’kt-monCon 

a-asslST^r—Tt toutos les lo. quo ,0 lo p.gora. 

““df^ro prodomiuor dans I'Administration dn pays les iddos .Vl.onnotote, do progrds, 

,iwer la pmsporitd 
..kl ost le hut a atWndro;t aye 0 0 p^ 
ot ic comptc cnticrcmcnt,a ce sujtt, sur 
vous m’avez d6ju donne taut dc preuves. 

(Signe) ’“MEEEMETTEWEIK. 
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Son I'.xcnlloncf' Einz Paclm a ivpondu on co'; termcs ^ Tappel do Son Altessc lo 
Klu'divo:— 

“ Monsoii^neur, _ “ Ahmunhlc, le 10 Juhi, ISS'i. 

“ VoU'o Aitosse a dai^nd nio cliai'^er do former tin Caliinct. 

“do roinercio voirt* AHcsso do oc; nouvc'au 1 dmola,'nag’e do lianio oonllanco. Jo la 
roineroi(! oji inoinc' loinp^ d’.'uoir IJon \ oiilii oonpdoi' snr mon ddvoiunnont ('iivcin o!1(' 
o{ ‘>nr nion jiairiolisnu'. 

“.Mon ])lus vif ddsir ost d(5 rdj)ondro a octto oonlianco ('t dc contri])uor dans la 
liniiO' do incs lorocs et av(.*c! lo oonoours do nu's oolloiruos, a I’apjdioation dcs priucipos 
qu’olh' a afllrinds commo base d(' son fJoiivorjioinoid. 

“ C’osl dans o('tto ponsd(‘ (pio j’ai I'lionneur do soumctlro a votre Altesse, pour la 
lorjiialioji dll nouvi'aii Cabiinl, los noins siiivanls:— 

“Son Ibxoolb'noo ]\[onstaplia Folnny I’aoba, Alinislre do la Guerri' cl do la 
Afarino. 

“Son I'lxcolb'noi' Zoulllkar I’nolia, Afinistro dos Afl'aircs Ktranijoros; 

“Son J'lxcolk'uoi' Aloliainc'd Zi'ki baolia, Alinisiro dos Travaux J'ublio',; 

“Son Jkxoolloju-o lliissoin kakhry J*aolia, Alinistro di' la Jitslioo : 

“Son Excolli'iioo Aly Alonliari'k J’aolia, Alinisiro do 1'Inslniction i’ubliquo. 

“ Si votro Alb'sso dai^iu' a])])rouvor oos nominations, ji* la jirio do vonloir bion los 
sanctioniK'r o( mo oonllor los [loi-lol'iniilb's do rintdriour I't dos J'bnanoi's, oommo olb- 
■m’a confid la Ib'dsidonoo du Consoil. 

“ Jo suis, Ac. 

(Signd) “RIAZ.” 


' Jiudosuro '2 in Xo. T'k 

ILxtr net from ih> "Journal OJfirid" of June 13, lS8b. 

Df'crct. 

NOl S, Ivbddivi'd’plo, 

Vu nolri' Uosoril du *11 Sopiinnbro, P-7'.k 

Siir la ])ro])Osi1 ion du !’r!’'si(|('nt ilo i olro (dn'i'd di's Ministri"'. 

Ddordtons : 

Article T'k—Sonl nomnids : 

Lours Excolloncos lliaz I’aol'.a, Ministro do 1’Intdriour I't d(N I'Anaucos ; AEoustafa 
Polniiy Paclin, Alinistro di' la (Jiu'rri' ol do la Alarino ; 

Son I’lxoi'llonoi' Zulllk;u' Pacha, Aiinistn* di's Alfairos kfvanuvros ; 

Son Excidloiua'Alohami'd Zi'ki I’aclia, M inisi iv dos'lVa\aux Pulilios; 

Son Excollonci' llussoin lA-ikhiy I’acha, Minislrodo la Jnslioo; 

Son Lxcolli'iici'A1} Aloiibarolx Pacha. Alinistro do Plnstrnolion Puliquo. 

Art. 2.—Xhitro J’rdsidont du Consoil ost cliara'd do I’oxoculion du present Dccrct. 
Paul au Ihilais do Pias-ol-'l'in, lo 1 ] dnin. iS'sS (2 Chawak PlO.l'l. 

(Sii^m.A I'kllkMEr TIAVPIK. 

Par lo Kbddivo: 

Lo I’rdsidi'iit du (,'ousoil dos Alinislri'.s, 

(Sio'ud) l’i\z. 


No. 74. 

Sir K. Ihiritiii to thr yfarijiiis of '// I'.—iHrrrircJ Junr 2').) 

(No. 22t). Coulidontial.) 

My iiord, ^ Cairo, June 13, Jhh.'?. 

'I’ll E Tall of Nubar Pasha and tho accossinu to olUco of Piiaz Pa.slia has naturally 
givi'u rise to raueb coiumout here, most of which is of very little value or importance. 
Guo idea, which was stiutod by Air. Mobi'rly Boll, tho “Times” correspondent, is, that 
Moukbtar Pasha was privy to XAibar Pasha's fall, and, in fact, brou^'ht it about. This 
istln'vii'w which is circulated by Nubar Pasha’s personal following’. I should nut 


havi' thought it worth while to moiltiou the subject to your Lordshi]) had not both 
tho Ivhodive and Ilia/. Pa.slia spoken to mo about it . i • . i i 

Ills iMMmi'^s told mo that Aloukhtar Pasha was quite ignorant ol tho lulemled 
cham-o of Ministry, and 1 have no doubt whatovor_ that this statement is strictly 
accurate In fact', to anv one who knows tho Khedive’s real sentiments as regards 
Turkish iliterfcronco, tho‘ idea that Aloukhtar Pasha was instrumental in bringing 
about Nubar Pasha’s fall is quite ludicrous. Tho Khcdivi' is extremely ji'alous o any 
intcvferenci' on the ])art of Aloukhtar Pasha, and, probably, if the latter had advised 
him to change his Alinisters, it would have been quite suflicient to have prevented ilis 

lTi"hncss from doing so. . , , 

'I’lic Khi'divi', in conversation with mo, stated that Aloukhtar lasha was, without 
doubt nloasod at the chan-e. lie preferred a Alahommodan and 'riirkish to an 
Armenian and Christian Prime Minister, and he oxpeded that the accession tn oilice 
of Puaz Pasha would constitute a step towards ('uhaneing tho inlluonce ol the 1 orte in 
Egypt: “ Dans leqiiel,” His Highness said, “ Tl so tronipe joliment, ear Piaz I acha 
nVst pas iiliis Turc quo moi; il est avant tout Ixgvptien. _ 

iHaz Pasha also complaini'd to me bitterly of ihe statements made in the 1 mies 
about him, to the elVeet that he was “ a crcMiiro of Moukhtar Pasha’s,” or something 
of that sort, as reiiorted in a Havas telegram, winch. Inwvi'ver, is very possibly 

view- to which T have allmh’d above doi's not in any way repre.sent_ the general 
opinion ol the niiblic hcri'. wliollier I'niropean or native. It is onti-rtained by the 
“ Times” eorresiiondent. but not, s,, far as I am aware. In any one e so. I inclose an 
extract from the Euyiitian Cazotte.” wliieli. 1 think, more acciirati'ly ri'iiresonts the 

view u;enerallv reei'iNcd. _ „ . 

fhero can he no doiiht that the chaime of Alinisti'rs is popular. Imr one reason 
or another Nnhar Pasha had alienated from himsi-lf tlii'sympathies ol almost every 
class of socii'tv. 1 dwelt at considerahle length on the causes n| his un])opularity in 
my’desiiatch Xo. r.C.’i of the 11th Deeianher, ISsy, a,,,! I need nol now repeat what I 

n-;,l ...UM-s .,f .Nuluv l'aa,;,s Ml :iiv .hupl,. .■nauuH. Until gS .linn' I ^-nvo 
liiin n sInmLMu'i-MmnI Al tin,I lir.i,. I.i. nlliliulr clian-.a. lie n lnnkn me 

and the English Administration gi'iieralls. and it was quite clear that ho li,id no 
intention of working loyally the j.rosent coni]dicate(1 system under which 
..•overneil, Mthoiigh, tlii'refori’. 1 did nothing to bring about Nubar 1 asha s ta 1, I 
did not think that 1 was called upon to gi\e him the same active ix'rsima support as 
hon’toforo. Pora time this did not aiipoar ti. iiiako miieli (lillereiieo m Ins l>'>si lou, 
ami if be had managed to keep on good ii'niis with the Khedive he might Imc 
remained in olHce ler s,mie while. Pul he was sure to quarrel w itli the Klndii 
sooner or later, and when the quarrel eaine. the Khedive, m 1 lu'ahscnee ol any support 

from me, Avas sure to dismiss him. . . i i ■ i 

TV much annoyed w it h Xiihar Pasha for having indiieed him o 

send Ti'n’ano Pasha to London. Prom that moment they got on bad terms, and tin 
dismi.ssal from ollieo of Nubar Pasha was mi'ri'ly a matter ol time and 

'I'hero are some here who think that Kiaz Pasha’s Alini'itry will not last, as ho will 
not be able to adaiil himself to the ni'W order ot things in I’jgAph i + i. r 

olfice to his .Ministry. The Khedive will inobahl} wish to kei p him loi the piisuit at 
all events. He will to slay in ollici’ him.self. I propose to give him m’ery pi'|>Fi -I'l'l 
reasonable support, as i think your l.ordship would wish me to do. 
circumstamvs 1 see no particular n'ason wh\ his M inistry should not last loi som 

"''"''i ,uUl that th.- .-liauae now ollVol.,1 is 1 sl.onhl think, ol |Hnol.v loo ,1 

importance. The French have for a long time Ir'cn eager to bring it. about >m'lm 
im )res.sion that it may benelit them, in which 1 think it not improbable that they 
may be mistaken. But a further changi', vvhich vviiuhl pnibably n siilt in bunging 
Alustapha Pasha Fehmv to the head of alVairs, although it would have some local 
advantage, might not iiiiprobably cause some fricti.m wit i the hreach Govm^^ 

who would regard it as tlu' precursor of an increase of Lnglish mducnce in Lgyp • 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. BAItiXG. 


Inclosure in No. 74. 

Extract from the ^‘Egyptian Gazette'^ of June 12, 1888. 

IN criticising the composition of the new Egyptian Cabinet Ave venture to think 
our London contemporaries are jumping too rapidly to conclusions which, avc sincerely 
trust, the course of events may prove to he based on incorrect premises. 

We will say nothing of the Nubar Ministry except that it began with very fair 
promises and ended in complete disappointment, for avc do not suppose we Avill find 
any one in Egypt hold enough to say that Nubar’s policy for nearly a year past has 
been such as was consistent Avith the best interests of the country. 

The Biaz Ministry begins apparently in a different manner—let us hope that this 
may be of good augury; before it has actually settled down to work it is assailed and 
its chief is accused of being a creature of Moukhtai- Pasha. Now, wo have watched 
Eiaz Pasha’s career for years, both in and out of office, and avc cannot imagine him 
ever becoming the creature of any person. On the contrary, the danger lies entirely 
the other way. The independence of character of the Khedive’s present Premier 
is so great that it requires the utmost possible tact to lead him, while to drive liim 
would simply prove an impossibility. And yet avc arc inclined to think that Biaz 
Pasha realizes more than any one the great changes that have taken place in the 
position of his country since he Avas last" in office, and is perfectly Avilling to concede 
the principle that British policy must ho supreme in Egypt, lie certainly is not likely 
to lean on Turkey or allow any encroachment on tin; rights secured to Egypt by 
Firmans and Treaties, so that on this head avo may he perfectly assured. 

Our London contemporaries Avill do far more, to fiirtlu'r the objects of British 
policy in Egypt by extending a sympathetic support to Biaz Pasha instead of going 
out of their way to abuse him unnecessarily. The Ministry is a thoroughly Egyptian 
one, and may prove more capable than any of its predecessors of establishing a firm 
and stable Administration. For this reason, if for no other, it deserves a fair trial, 
and Ave trust that the sense of English fair play may lead our London contemporaries 
to suspend their judgment until they see it fairly at work. Until then let us look on 
the bright side of things and helicvo in the loyalty and uprightness of purpose of the 
eminent statesman to whom the Khedive has been pleased to intrust the reins of 
power. 


No. 75. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received June 25.) 

(No. 232. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, June 14, 1888. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 214, Confidential, of the 3rd instant, I have 
the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith a Memorandum by General Sir F. 
Grenfell, showing the sums of money and the terms of the letter taken to Lupton 
Bey and other prisoners in Khartoum by the messenger who left Cairo on the 
5th June. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inolosure in No. 75. 

Major-General Grenfell to Sir E. Baring. 

Head-Quarters, Egyptian Army, Cairo, June 12, 1888, 

SALEH ROJALI, the Arab engaged to take money to prisoners in Khartoum, 
lelt Cairo on the 5th Junc. 

He took with him 100/. each for Lupton Bey, Ibrahim Fouzy, and Victoria 
Georgi, and the following letter to Lupton Bey:— 

“ Your friends all well, and anxious to hear from you. 1 send you 100/. Let me 
know what money you have received up to date. 

(Signed) “F. GRENFELL, Sirdar. 

“ June 2, 1888.” 

Three small slips of paper were written on to this effect, and Saleh stated that ho 
could got them into Khartoum without difficulty. 

(Signed) 


F. GRENFELL, Sirdar. 
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No. 76. 

The Mai’quis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 139.) 

Foreign Office, June 25, 1888. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 212 of the 2nd instant, inclosing a Memo¬ 
randum drawn up by Mr. Clarke upon the condition, past and present, of the 
agricultural population of Egypt. 

I have to request that you will convey to that gentleman my appreciation of the 
industry and ability shown by him in the preparation of this interesting Report, which 
will he laid before Parliament. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 




No. 77. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 


(No. 140.) 

gjj., Foreign Office, June 28, 1888. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your despatch No. 226 of the 
9th June reporting a eonv'crsation with the Ixhedive upon the subject of the late 
change of Ministry in Egypt. , ^ 

Your language to His Highness on this occasion is approved by Her Majesty a 


Government. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


r 
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